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July 12, 2009 

The Center for Sierra Nevada  Conservation  (CSNC) protests the water rights application by El Dorado 
County on the basis of environmental laws (CEQA), specifically, the failure of El Dorado County  to 
follow proposed mitigations in the General Plan Environmental Impact Report.  It is assumed SWRCB 
will rely on the adopted El Dorado County General Plan EIR to meet CEQA requirements to grant water 
rights to El Dorado County.  Specifically, El Dorado County has repeatedly failed to mitigate impacts to 
oak woodlands from development.  

The Center for Sierra Nevada Conservation, El Dorado County Taxpayers for Quality Growth, 
and the California Oak Foundation filed a petition for writ of mandate and complaint for 
declaratory and injunctive relief on June 6, 2008, case no. 20080336, in El Dorado County 
Superior Court.  The petitioners have challenged the May 6, 2008 approval of the Oak Woodland 
Management Plan (OWMP) by the El Dorado County Board of Supervisors.  The litigation 
charges that the Counties’ approval of the OWMP fails to mitigate the General Plan requirements 
for protection of oak woodlands from development impacts.  Further, the action of the County 
has breached the  Settlement Agreement between the County and petitioners Center for Sierra Nevada 
Conservation and the El Dorado Taxpayers for Quality Growth, which settled the litigation El Dorado 
Taxpayers for Quality Growth v. El Dorado County Board of Supervisors (Case No. 96 CS 01:290). 
 
In addition, the County has failed to implement specific mitigation measures such as, “Measure 
CO-M, Develop and implement an Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan consistent 
with Policy 7.4.2.8.”, which was proposed to be implemented within 3 years of approval of the 
General Plan, which was approved in 2004.  The County is only now in the process of hiring a 
consultant to develop the INRMP.   
 
Furthermore, the County continues to approve General Plan Amendments that reduce mitigations 
proposed in the General Plan EIR, making resource protections even more unlikely in the future. 
 
 Conditions under which this protest may be disregarded and/or dismissed 

1)  The County of El Dorado settles the litigation (Case no. 20080336) with the plaintiffs 
and develops an oak woodland management plan that fully mitigates development 
impacts to oak woodlands. 

2) The County of El Dorado finishes its review and update to the Important Biological 
Corridor (IBC) General Plan overlay, and implements the conservation mitigations 
associated with the IBC. 

3) The County of El Dorado completes and implements the Integrated Natural Resources 
Management Plan (INRMP) by the close of 2010. 


