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COUNTY OF EL DORADO                DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

El Dorado County 
Rubicon Oversight Committee 
Headington Road Conference Room 
Placerville, CA 95667 
June 21, 2012 
 

 MINUTES 
 
PRESENT: Steve Morris, John Pardi, Don Spuhler, Dan Mainwaring, Merlin Scott, John Faber, 
Richard Hill 
 
AGENCY PERSONNEL: Marty Hartzell (OHMVR), George MacDougall (OHMVR), Brian 
Robertson (OHMVR), Debbie Gaynor (USFS),  
 
COUNTY STAFF:  Tom Celio (DOT), Don Spear (DOT), Vickie Sanders (CAO), Bill Wilson 
(EDSO), Jennifer Maxwell (DOT), Tim Peterson (EDSO) 
 
I CALL TO ORDER: 8:30 a.m.   

II AGENDA:  Approved 
 
III MINUTES from May 10, 2012:  Approved 
 
IV PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS/NEW FACES INTRODUCED:  

None 
 

V DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
 

2012 Maintenance 
Tom Celio-Sorry about the agenda and minutes.  Vickie’s email included that I am retiring 
next week.  This has been one of my highlights working with agencies and interest groups 
together.  This group is a rarity in government.  This is an ad-hoc committee, it may change 
in the future but for now this is not a board appointed committee. 
I want to introduce Don Spear Superintendent he will be in an acting capacity.  Don is a get 
it done guy and he was involved in the airlift. 
Maintenance Update-Permanent crew is up there now doing the BMP maintenance and 
monitoring.  Crew measures sediment, photo documentation and document on form that 
goes into database.  Extra help crew will be coming on board.  It has been difficult, we had a 
crew ready for physicals and we lost them so we started over. 
Vickie reported on helicopter. Don worked on this project.  Erickson has not done this type 
of work often.  They had to determine how much rock, the buckets held 4 yards.  Our guys 
figured out put the lip on the log and they could get almost 8 yards in a load.  This project 
was a huge success.  824 tons of rock was delivered to the back of the trail. 
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We will have a crew out there for 12-13 weeks. 
 
Fair Update-Vickie Sanders reported on a great fair booth.  It was nice to have County, 
State Parks, Forest Service and user groups working together. 
 
Volunteer Projects-Vickie Sanders asked when the volunteer projects are scheduled for the 
El Dorado side of the trail.  Jerry Refner was not in attendance so Vickie will check with 
him.  Volunteers to do Wentworth Springs Campground to Postpile and install the BMP’s at 
the top of Postpile. 
. 

VI AGENCY/ORGANIZATION UPDATES/NEW INFORMATION 
Tom Celio, DOT-County and Forest Service have been having All-Hands meeting that 
have been going great.  Kathy and Jack have been in those meetings and everyone has 
coordinated.  My hats off to the Forest Service who have been getting it done. 
Jennifer Maxwell, DOT-Gerle Bridge contract was awarded and contractor should start 
in two weeks and be done by mid-October. 
Ellis Creek Bridge-The 4-F report has been drafted and is at CALTRANS for review. 
Richard Hill asked about the closure of Wentworth Springs 
Jennifer responded we asked for the closure at Airport Flats. 
John Pardi-Notify folks that this will be closed. 
Richard-Can we move the asphalt to dual use? 
Tom Celio-No it take a lot to change that.  One of the things I have always heard since I 
have been on this committee is that we need a bridge at Gerle.  Many did not think this 
would happen but it did.  Once we get the BMP’s in and the bridges it will be 
maintenance only.  The cooperation needs to stay tight.  We need to move forward.  
There will be more challenges ahead. 
George MacDougall, State Parks-OHV Division has had challenges.  The $21 million 
has been reduced to $10 million.  We have been watching.  Grants are in the intent to 
award phase.  Barrett Lake Bridge has cleared CEQA and NEPA.  We should be funding 
that one. 
Brian Robertson, State Parks-George created a spreadsheet that shows the cut line on 
funding and really illustrates the impact. 
George MacDougall we are putting a cap on the grant amount. 
Brian Robertson-We are looking at law enforcement and education.  Can we do 
emergency regulations? 
Debbie Gaynor, Forest Service-EIS was signed.  We had appeals, but we are trying to 
do informal disposition with the appeals while the regional office is reviewing the 
appeals.  We are getting the easement ready to go. 
We are working with the lawsuit on the 42 roads.  We are waiting for the judge’s 
decision. There are a lot of roads that are miss mapped so there are only a few that need 
to be reviewed.  We can’t start the EIS until the judge’s rule. 
Debbie Gaynor-We are sorry to see Tom go, we will miss you. 
Marty Hartzell-I have appreciated working with you, Tom. 
Tom Celio-When County staff heard we were having a meeting with the water control 
board they were worried, frankly I found that you were honest and easy to work with.  
Thank you. 
John Arenz-We are one of the appellants in the appeal.  We are having about a meeting a 
week working on this issue.  We are getting equipment ready.  We are working with Jerry 
on Cadillac Hill.  There are two projects FOTR and Jeepers, on the 26th and 29th.  We are 
in the planning process on Cantina.  Mid-trail staff to start on the 29th. 
Merlin Scott-Jennifer on this closure is this going to happen on Ellis? 
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Jennifer Maxwell-We are working to close to the area at Gerle, but not at Ellis. 
Merlin Scott-FOTR, RTF and State Parks have been educating users, but we are out of 
supplies.  We need to get the floor painted at Ellis and the cabinet installed.  Loon Lake 
needs a door stop. 
Tom Celio-We will get together and figure out about the distribution and we will get the 
cabinet installed. 
Tim Peterson, EDSO-I have the Rubicon Deputy position.  I will have it for three years. 
 I have a jeep and I have been on the trail.  I have met with the RTF guys and working 
well with State parks.  Trail is really slow, lots of day use.  People are starting to 
understand.  There are lots of families, no trash and people are following the rules.  
Educate people and let them fix their behavior.  The Sheriff asked for me to stay but 
cannot mandate it.  I have been staying up there.  DOT has been doing a lot of work.  I 
work Friday through Monday.  Be careful the bears are out. 
Don Spuler-Thank you to Tim Peterson and Natalie from State Parks who gave their 
presentation on the poker run. 
John Arenz-HAM class for agencies is coming up. 
Steve Morris, RSSI-Caretaker is doing a good job.  We have a large pile of rock.  I 
would like to complement the OHV Division on their participation at the county fair.  
Donna is coming into Little Jamboree to do some talks. 
Tom Celio-If you have any issues on supplies or other issues call Vickie. 

  
VII NEXT MEETING:  8:30 a.m. July 12, 2012 @ El Dorado County DOT – Headington 

Road Ready Room. 
 

VIII ADJOURN:  10:00 a.m. 


