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COUNTY OF EL DORADO                DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

El Dorado County 
Rubicon Oversight Committee 
Headington Road Conference Room 
Placerville, CA 95667 
April 12, 2012 
 

 MINUTES 
 
PRESENT: Steve Morris, Jerry Reffner, John Pardi, Don Spuhler, Jarel Culver, Bob Sweeney, 
Merlin Scott, Dan DeWolf, Jerry Schroeder, Richard Hill 
 
AGENCY PERSONNEL: Debbie Gaynor (ENF), Richard Thornburgh (ENF), George MacDougall 
(OHMVR), Brian Robertson (OHMVR), Marty Hartzell (CVRWQCB) 
 
COUNTY STAFF:  Tom Celio (DOT), Vickie Sanders (CAO), Bill Wilson (EDSO) 
 
I CALL TO ORDER: 8:35 a.m.   

II AGENDA:  Approved 
 
III MINUTES from April 12, 2012:  Approved 
 
IV PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS/NEW FACES INTRODUCED:  

John Pardi-Merlin, Jerry and I just returned from a Baja run.  Tread Lightly is what is 
being talked about which ties into this year’s sedimentation campaign. 

V DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
2012 Maintenance 
Tom Celio-The maintenance crew will do the O & M Maintenance to the BMP’s June 4-15 
weather permitting, about two weeks no camping.   
June 18th helicrane the rock to the stockpile sites, this needs to be flexible. 
June 25, extra help will start.  We will hire around 7 people plus the cook.  Returnees will 
get first choice. 
July 9th-Start at Wintercamp.  
July 23-Aug 10 will work from Spider to Buck Island.   If the easement is complete we will 
be able to work in the IRA and will continue working to RSSI.  If the easement is not 
complete we will have to jump to the private property and work our way back.  
Transporting equipment and people in and out will be difficult.  Any suggestions are 
welcome. 
Merlin Scott-Helicopter training before flight for extra help. 
Tom Celio-We are going to use our own staff.  We need to be coordinating with everyone.  
Merlin Scott-There is a lot of training involved. 
Tom Celio-We will do our pre-meeting with everyone. 
Bob Sweeney-During the Jamboree, what are you going to do? 
Tom Celio-We will work around it.  This year the camp will be a lot different.  Just getting 
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fuel in is a challenge. 
Merlin Scott-One guy will be busy every day.  Have you thought about a contractor to haul 
fuel?  There is a unimog you could contract with to haul things in and out.  John Arenz has 
the number. 
2012 Volunteer Projects 
Vickie Sanders-We need to get volunteer projects together.  We would like for the 
volunteers to help with BMP’s needed between the Top of Postpile and the Intertie. I need 
volunteer help for the county fair, June 13-17.  This will be a big event and I need help.  
Any projects that you can think of that needs to be done or that you would like to do please 
let me know. 

VI AGENCY/ORGANIZATION UPDATES/NEW INFORMATION 
 Steve Morris, RSSI-New caretaker David Bean.   

Don Spuhler-RTF will be taking on more work this year.  There will be a meeting on 
Wednesday the 18th.  We are in full swing for Cantina, Labor Day weekend. 
John Pardi-Trail is being used by a few there are holes, winch out.  What is going on 
with the tree at sluice? 
Tom Celio-We have had discussions about the tree with the Forest Service.  We need to 
salvage the tree.  We want as much good as we can get with this tree, slabs for long term 
remembrance.  We will work with the Forest Service.  We don’t have specifics on it yet. 
Debbie Gaynor-We will sell it to you as a product then it belongs to you the county. 
Dan DeWolf-Easter Jeep Safari in Mohab it is huge and everyone knows about the 
Rubicon.  People thought that the Rubicon was closed down and took it off their bucket 
list.  But this year all positive comments and people know the Rubicon is open. 
Jerry Refner-Saturday is the FOTR meeting. At 9:00, Kathy Hardy will be there to 
discuss the road closure. 
John Pardi-Toyota Club show and shine May 12, Mountain Democrat parking lot.  
Raffle with proceeds going to Toys for Tots and keeping our trails open.  Sargent Wilson 
will be there from the Sheriff’s Office. 
Jerry Culver-A lady is coming from PAR Environmental working on historical period 
that is significant.  Early 1900 & Jeepers Jamboree. 
Bill Wilson, EDSO-I am the new supervisor of the OHV unit.  I am familiar with the 
Rubicon and I know a lot of you.  We are flying a new position which will be a resident 
deputy on the trail.  I hope to have someone interested.  I will ask volunteers to help train 
this deputy.  Starting May 16th working 3-12 hour days or 2-16’s with 1-8, Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday.  My concern is for assistance bringing the deputy up to speed.  
Brian Robertson, State Parks-Bill and I talked yesterday and we are going to have an 
exciting year.  Instead of overlapping we are teaming up. OHMVR Division funding has 
gone up by 25%.  Everyone is eager we are training at OHV Park and our Jeep has been 
fixed.  We have a new trailer.  Phil is still the boss. 
George MacDougall-I am looking forward to being out of the trail.  The public 
comments on the grants are posted on the website.  Final applications are due on May 7th. 
Brian Robertson-The future looks really bleak this year for grants.   
Marty Hartzell, CRWQCB-I would like you to put on the agenda a Snow Melt Visit. 
Steve Morris-Can we talk about the 42 road closures.  It is my understanding that the 
Forest Service is being told to close the roads in an effort to overload the Rubicon? 
Richard Thornburgh-There are 42 roads and it goes back to the Travel Management 
Plan.  The court ruled they violated one guideline in the Forest Plan.  It applies to the 42 
roads that run through meadows.  We are waiting on the final order for these routes.  The 
Forest Service presented arguments.  It is an interim thing.  The Forest Service needs to 
do a Supplemental EIS.  This is not a Forest Service decision but one from the courts.  
We will get the word on how we are closing the roads through our website. 
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Debbie Gaynor-We heard about it a few months ago.  They kept the district involved.  
We proposed closing some routes or portions of routes, but we will see what the court 
rules.  We will have to do a Forest Order.  Some of these routes still have to be 
maintained we need volunteer’s involvement to provide maintenance on the trails.  We 
are geared up and ready to move forward quickly with the supplemental.  
Steve Morris-We are concerned about overuse of the Rubicon. 
John Pardi-How does Barrett Lake come into that, we have rerouted the trail. 
Debbie Gaynor-It is not the driving conditions.  We want to keep this process separate 
from the moving the road out of the meadow. 
Steve Morris-What about the bridge at Barrett Lake and the funding? 
Debbie Gaynor-It is a three year grant, so we are confident it will be fine. 
Richard Thornburgh-PAR Environmental is providing the historical study which is part 
of the EIS.  We are hoping the ROD will be signed next week. 

VII NEXT MEETING:  8:30 a.m. May 10, 2012 @ El Dorado County DOT – Headington 
Road Ready Room. 
 

VIII ADJOURN:  10:10 a.m. 


