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COUNTY OF EL DORADO                DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

El Dorado County 
Rubicon Oversight Committee 
Headington Road Conference Room 
Placerville, CA 95667 
January 12, 2012 
 

 MINUTES 
 
PRESENT: Steve Morris, Dan Mainwaring, Jerry Reffner, John Pardi, Tim Green, Merlin Scott, 
Scott Johnston, Gordon Wood, John Arenz, Dan DeWolf, Bob Sweeney, Steven Culp, Dale Robins, 
Craig Lemon, Dennis Cullen 
 
AGENCY PERSONNEL: Richard Thornburgh (ENF), Debbie Gaynor (ENF), Marty Hartzell 
(CVWQCB), Dan Canfield (OHMVR) 
 
COUNTY STAFF:  Tom Celio (DOT), Vickie Sanders (CAO) 
 
I CALL TO ORDER: 8:35 a.m.  Tom introduced the new Pacific Ranger Richard Thornburg 

II AGENDA:  Adopted 
 
III MINUTES from December 8, 2011: Adopted 
 
IV PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS/NEW FACES INTRODUCED:  

Merlin Scott-These are unusual trail conditions, trail is wide open.  The last time it was 
open like this was 1959.  There are a lot of people out there right now.  It is icy, but many 
are enjoying. 

V DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

 Draft EIS: 
Tom Celio-The comment period is coming soon, January 30, 2012.  Forest Service staff has 
done a great job putting this together. 
Marty Hartzell-There is discussion about the bridge, they don’t like the size.  I thought we 
were down that road? 
Debbie Gaynot-It is an alternative we have to analyze it.  There are five alternatives; we 
have come out with a preferred alternative that is alternative three. 
Tom Celio- We have discussed there is a minimum standard to be funded, we have to 
address it.  It is funded now and if it was smaller we would lose the funding.  Once the EIS 
is completed we will be bidding that bridge.  Some people do not want it used in the winter. 
Scott Johnston-The discussion was if it was narrower one could end up in the creek. 
Tom Celio-We have federal funds to build this bridge 100% funded. 
Marty Hartzell-You were so far down the road that I would hate to see that happen. 
Debbie Gaynor-Put in comments, you do not have to comment on the preferred alternative, 
you can comment on all of them.  If you comment and it is substantial it gives you standard 
to appeal if you do not like the result. 
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Scott Johnston-Alternative five has no bathrooms, what was the thought pattern without 
being bias. 
Debbie Gaynor-Panel B wanted it looked at. 
John Arenz-RTF has the documentation that there is no need for a bridge.  We are in favor 
of a wide bridge for safety and environmental reasons.  

VI AGENCY/ORGANIZATION UPDATES/NEW INFORMATION 
Steve Morris, RSSI-Rubicon Springs is wide open.  We would like to hear more about 
the work DOT is planning for this summer. 
Tom Celio-We have a staff meeting next week and we will break that out and give you 
something. 
John Arenz-When will the county talk to the property owners about an easement? 
Tom Celio-Let us get through the EIS than we will go back and take care of the private 
pieces. 
John Arenz, RTF-March 3rd is the Black Tie and Boots dinner.  We are working on the 
grants.  We have the trailers from last grant.  RTF has supported rolling dips and range 
fencing on Placer County side to prevent people from going through meadows. 
Dan DeWolf, Jeepers Jamboree-Last year went very well, the snow left just in time.  
Jerry Refner, FOTR-We would like the “Adopt a Trail Program”, perhaps after easement. 
Tom Celio-We expect the easement, aster that the county would like to see more of the 
planning with the collaboration with the volunteers, more involvement. 
Craig Lemon, Club Representative-Our club would love to have a portion of the trail. 
Merlin Scott-The intertie could be done now there are problem at the rock garden. 
Steve Morris-We have an agreement with the Tahoe Hi-Lo’s. 
Tom Celio-We will discuss that at staff level, we may pull in others and see what this 
will look like and maybe we can make this happen. 
Jerry Refner-Will we have to clean out every year? 
Vickie Sanders-Yes that is the great part of adopt a trail.   
Jerry Refner-Is that per the CAO? 
Vickie Sanders-No it is part of the monitoring plan.  The county does not want to put 
millions of dollars into the trail and then let them go.  The Saturated Soils plan has a 
monitoring component. 
Marty Hartzell-If you have a BMP that is full all the time, then you have a problem 
somewhere. 
Scott Johnston-I have been working with Jerry and Vickie on volunteerism.  I don’t think 
we should piece meal adopt a trail.  The FOTR meeting will be in April. 
Marty Hartzell-I am up to date will all the items that I needed to get to the county.  
Vickie Sanders-I am also up to date with all items due to the water board. 
Tom Celio-We have been able to work things out with everyone and we have blended 
due dates for reports and have come to good conclusions.  We have been able to work 
through issues and I thank Marty for that. 
Dennis Cullen-I am still working part time with State Parks.  Brian and I are trying to 
figure out how State parks can have a presents on the trail.  It is up in the air right now. 
Debbie Gaynor- 

VII NEXT MEETING:  8:30 a.m. February 9, 2012 @ El Dorado County DOT – 
Headington Road Ready Room. 
 

VIII ADJOURN:  9:50 a.m. 


