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COUNTY OF EL DORADO                DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

El Dorado County 
Rubicon Oversight Committee 
Headington Road Conference Room 
Placerville, CA 95667 
October 11, 2012 
 

 MINUTES 
 
PRESENT: Steve Morris, John Pardi, Dan Mainwaring, Merlin Scott, Richard Hill, John Arenz, 
Gordon Wood, Bob Sweeney, Gerald Roberts, Dennis Cullen. 
 
AGENCY PERSONNEL: Marty Hartzell (OHMVR), George MacDougall (OHMVR), Brian 
Robertson (OHMVR), Sixto Fernandez (OHMVR), Richard Thornburg (USFS), Debbie Gaynor 
(USFS). 
 
COUNTY STAFF:  Steve Kooyman (DOT), Vickie Sanders (CAO), Donna Mullens (CAO), Bill 
Wilson (EDSO), Tim Peterson (EDSO),  (DOT), Tim Peterson (EDSO),  
 
I CALL TO ORDER: 8:35 a.m.   

II AGENDA:  Approved with the addition of the Increased Gerle Creek Releases. 
 
III MINUTES from September 13, 2012:  Minutes were not available 
 
IV PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS/NEW FACES INTRODUCED:  

 
V DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
 
 OHMVR Commission Meeting 

Brian Robertson reported on the meeting.  It was an unbelievable success.  El Dorado 
County set the bar very high. 
Gerald Roberts asked that the ROC be notified in the future when asking for drivers. 
Vickie Sanders apologized for not sending out that notice it was last minute and I did not 
think about it. 
 
Little Sluice 
Vickie Sanders-The Board of Supervisors directed staff on January 26, 2010 to reduce the 
rocks in Little Sluice.  We had an opportunity to use Erickson Air-Crane again to drop rocks 
in Little Sluice.  With the additional rocks we will not have to reduce as many rocks and 
there are not enough rocks to cover the soils.  We were successful with the rock drops and 
only four rocks had to be reduced in Little Sluice and two other rocks that were on the side 
past Little Sluice were reduced.  It is passable by a slightly modified rig but has some 
challenge to it, which is exactly what the board told us they wanted.   Pictures were pasted 
around of the Little Sluice. 
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Season Wrap Up 
Steve Kooyman-We made it to the Rubicon Bridge this year.  Thanks to the helicopter 
drops we made a lot of progress.  I have heard good things about the BMP’s installed and 
the retaining structures. 
John Arenz-Little Sluice got a lot of attention, but Big Sluice did not get any and there was 
substantial work done. 
We treated oil spills with the Bio-Response but I warn you that when you put it on a spill it 
makes it look worse.  But it is actually doing the work.  I have noticed the spots I treated 
early in the year look better.  Ask Steve Garcia if you could add a color to the product so 
you could see where you have treated and where you have not. 
Bill Wilson-It would be nice if you added a kiosk board at the Ellis Creek Restroom.  It is 
the location that most people stop once on the trail.  At Loon or Wentworth people are busy 
getting the rig ready and do not take the time to look at the kiosk boards. 
 
Increased Releases on Gerle Creek- This conversation was during Agency/Organization 
Updates but was a specific topic that had been added to the agenda. 
John Arenz-SMUD as part of the FERC relicensing is required to make releases from Loon 
to Gerle which are at 7 or 8 cfs.  After the license agreement the releases will be at 30 cfs 
with pulses at 70 cfs for 5 minutes.  This is a concern for the Rubicon Trail and Wentworth 
Campground will be flooded.  I think they are trying to flush the silt, but it is a concern. 
Steve Kooyman-We will look into it. 
 

VI AGENCY/ORGANIZATION UPDATES/NEW INFORMATION 
Steve Morris, RSSI-Rubicon Springs is shut down for the season.  November 7, 2012 at 
the Apple Café will be the annual meeting of the RSSI owners.  We do not know who 
will be the caretaker next year, but we are in pretty good shape.  When DOT begins work 
on the area we would like the big hole at main camp to be fixed and then the large mudd 
hole. Do we fill it in or go above? 
Vickie Sanders-We need to meet with the owners and discuss the easement and talk 
about the route. 
Dustin Harrington, DOT-Gerle Bridge the steel components were delivered this week, 
the pour on the deck should be next week with the bridge to be completed on October 31. 
The 4F has been approved by CALTRANS on the Ellis Creek Bridge.  It is in 
Washington now for approval.  This will be out to bid in the Spring. 
John Arenz, RTF-HAM class on October 13th, there are a few spots left.  We were 
watching the change at Little Sluice.  The poo truck works great.  RTF had representative 
Dave Gross was at the OHMVR tour.  Mid-trail staff was on till late this year so we do 
not have a wrap up from them yet. 
John Pardi, Mid-Trail Staff-Observations, half way through July it hit me, it is 
working.  The users are taking responsibility.  Emergency response this year we had a 
few with the HAM radio thing were handled well.  With the repeater the communication 
was great.  Kudo’s to DOT workers they worked hard.  Bears at Buck Island were a 
problem.  There were campfires every night at Buck.   
Merlin Scott, Mid-Trail Staff-Things are looking up.  The work of DOT is everywhere. 
 Education-sanitation, the white flower campaign is working.  We started late this year 
about middle of July, vehicles numbers are the same.  The bid buggies have gone to 
Fordyce.  Observed people are going off trail.  About 2005 behavior changed of users.  
Law enforcement has made such a difference.  Uniforms are on the trail and the uses 
know they are out there. 
Bill Wilson, EDSO-I have seen a huge difference since 2001.  The activity that was 
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happening on the trail before was that there were felonies every weekend.  I enjoy going 
out there now.  The overall progress of the project has been the success of everyone here. 
We are done with our season.  Our Jeep is having work done on it.  Tim did a great job 
this season.  He is still the OHV deputy, if you need him let us know.  A couple of issues 
this year, emergencies went well.  We will do an emergency response plan with RSSI.   
We have had a couple of conversations with Chrysler.  They are interested in working 
with us to provide the Sheriff’s Department with a Jeep.  We have concerns our Jeep is a 
2007 and we need another vehicle for backup. 
Bob Sweeney, Jeepers Jamboree-I was in Pomona last weekends, there were a lot of 
people stopping by the booth and commended on the trail and what we have been doing.  
Jeerpers Jamboree are telling people we have 42 roads closed not 43.  We are doing the 
right thing and we should support DOT.  The trash and toilet paper is not much better.  
Lots of support for the trail. 
Tim Peterson, EDSO-I spent all year on the trail.  I appreciated the property owners and 
all their help and having someplace to stay.  I grew up in this county and went out with 
my parents as a kid.  There are issues but most people are respectful when you talk to 
them.  They were really receptive to me and giving me good feedback.  State Parks and I 
worked together all season.  I don’t like to go to the springs by myself so having State 
parks to work with was great.  There are things that happen but you have to be there 
when they happen.  Campfires were an issue, lots of campfires at Pleasant Boat In.  
Overall people get the education efforts and the trail is family oriented.  That’s how I 
want it as a deputy.  Lots more activity from Buck to Tahoe we may try to stay at the 
Springs some next year.  
Brian Robertson, OHMVR-This year there was a difference on the trail.  Great working 
relationship with Tim and the Sheriff’s Department.  You will probably have two 
deputies next year so we may come in from the Tahoe side.  I am working with the Tahoe 
Basin and Placer County. 
Dan Mainwaring-Get input from the other side, the long range plan for the Tahoe side.  
The subdivision is having trouble.  Second problem is the staging area there is no 
parking.  Long term reroute the road from Homewood to Miller Lake. 
Brian Robertson-I think there are tough issues, but we worked through them here and we 
can do it on that side. 
The division was in Pomona also.  The 40th anniversary is underway, tell us some old 
stores. 
There are new laws regarding the side by sides.  Kids under 16 must have an adult with 
them.  We are launching out program to educate agencies in the state. 
Steve Morris, RSSI-We can set you up with s camp site if you want to stay at the springs. 
George MacDougall, OHMVR-Contracts are signed, law enforcement will be soon.  
Park has been in the news.  New requirements for the Habitat Management Report we 
need to do a conference call, more accountability. 
The commission tour went off seamlessly.  I wish we could have called out more of the 
BMP’s. 
Sixto Fernandez, OHMVR-Grant amount is $10 million this year.  The division is 
pushing to raise that amount.  Workshops will be in January.  I encourage everyone to 
submit for what you need. 
Richard Thornburgh, USFS-We enjoyed being part of the tour also.  We signed off on 
the Law Enforcement MOU and we have tried t be out there and we are happy to be part 
of the MOU.  
Travel Management-There will be a public meeting in Placerville at the Best Western on 
October 25th from 3-8.  The supplemental is out on the website. 
Debbie Gaynor, USFS-A new motor vehicle route map has been released, sounds like 
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there are pieces missing. 
John Pardi-Upgrading of the maps for parking near Ellis needs to be done. 
Merlin Scott-Commented that the Jeepers Jamboree people stepped up during the 
accident.  Bill Wilson was off duty and he stepped up.  John Arenz was on the scene and 
he stepped up.  Tim Peterson stepped up and did the right thing.  Sam Walker and Shane 
Brown stepped up.  The Forest Service took quick action on getting the fire out. 
Bob Sweeney asked the forest service who is going in to reseed the area of the fire? 
Richard Thornburgh responded that if the fire is small under 300 acres the area will take 
care of itself. 

VII NEXT MEETING:  8:30 a.m. November 8, 2012 @ El Dorado County DOT – 
Headington Road Ready Room. 
 

VIII ADJOURN:  11:10 a.m. 


