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COUNTY OF EL DORADO                DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

El Dorado County 
Rubicon Oversight Committee 
Headington Road Conference Room 
Placerville, CA 95667 
May 12, 2011 
 

 MINUTES 
 
PRESENT: John Pardi, Don Spuhler, Steve Morris, Merlin Scott, Steven Culp, Richard Hill, 
Richard Prince, Steve Hein, Dennis Cullen, Dan Mainwaring 
 
AGENCY PERSONNEL: Debbie Gaynor (ENF), Dan Canfield (OHMVR), Loren Rex (OHMVR), 
Connie Latham (OHMVR) 
 
COUNTY STAFF:  Tom Celio (DOT), Dustin Harrington (DOT), Vickie Sanders (CAO), Bernie 
Morton (EDSO) 
 
I CALL TO ORDER: 8:37 a.m. 

II AGENDA:  Adopted 
 

III MINUTES from March 10, 2011: Dan Mainwaring did not agree with the 
statement made by Tom Celio in the last paragraph of the minutes “We have done more in 2 
years that in the past 60 or 70 years”.  Tom stated “I will remove this sentence it was never 
my intention to diminish anyone’s effort on the trail. 
 
Dennis Cullen-The reference to trees throughout are you talking about down trees or live 
trees? 
Debbie Gaynor-Both those in the roadway can be removed, but there were reports of live 
trees along the roadway.   

 
IV PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS/NEW FACES INTRODUCED:  

None 
 

V DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

Educational Video-This was moved from the last discussion item to the first.  Some 
Vickie-Some of you have not had the opportunity to view this video so we would 
like to play it for you today. We had 365 hits on the website in the first 9 days.  We 
are getting it into the school systems. 
Everyone liked the video and though it had a good message.   
2011 Season 
Tom Celio-Next month we will have an outline of the work for DOT and volunteers. 

  We will be there for a long time.  We will be going in the 2nd week in July and work 
 until October.  We have various projects and lots of activity going on.  We should 
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 know more about our grants.  
Memorial Day 
Vickie Sanders-I put this on to discuss the use on Memorial Day.  We need to 
discourage use.  Pirates bulletin board will have updates on the conditions and it 
looks like people are making other plans, but I just thought we should mention it at 
this meeting. 
Merlin Scott-RTF has us working every weekend at the trailheads.  We are 
educating users about winter conditions and handing out WAG Bags and spill kits. 
Richard Hill-The creeks will be high 
Merlin Scott-the snow is melting faster this year. 
Don Spuhler-the issue is not snow but runoff.  It is actually worse to be there in 
April and May. 
Vickie Sanders-We just wanted to talk about it and have you take the message to 
your fellow wheelers.  Encourage them to make other plans. 
Tom Celio-We are doing a lot of analysis on winter use.  We have a couple of field 
trips scheduled.  We are armoring the trail if you are on rock you are pretty safe. 
Tread Lightly Class 
Vickie Sanders-El Dorado County is sponsoring a Tread Lightly Class on Saturday 
at 9 am.  I encourage everyone to attend if possible. 
Bridges 
Dustin Harrington-On Gerle Creek Bridge the environmental is complete and we 
are working with the property owners for land rights.  We are clear for construction 
next year.  On Ellis the Section 106 is still active.  Caltrans is working on that issue 
with SHPO.  Once that is done we will work on land rights with the Forest Service.  
We hope to bid them together and stay on schedule.   
Tom Celio-Gerle will be built next summer.  If something happens with Ellis we 
will proceed with Gerle. 
Spills 
Vickie Sanders-This year’s educational campaign will be on spills.  I need to order 
more spill pads and it has been suggested that we purchase universal pad that absorb 
other fluids that just oil.  I wanted to talk about that and get your input on how to 
improve the spill kits. 
The general opinion was to put universal pad in the kit, scoops are not necessary 
because everyone has a shovel.  Research products to remove the oil from the granite 
like S’oile that was suggested by Bebe.  Vickie will revise the brochure that is in the 
spill kit to make it user friendly. 

 
VI AGENCY/ORGANIZATION UPDATES/NEW INFORMATION 

Bernie Morton, EDC Sheriff-We will be up on the trail Memorial Day weekend 
even if it is just at the kiosk.  We are scheduled to be there every weekend, not 
sure when we will get in, but we will work the kiosk.  I am working to get items 
purchased for the Jeep.  Steve Klang will be up there again with the second seat 
being extra help.  The Sheriff is supportive of the Rubicon.  He would like more 
overnights. 
Merlin Scott-Spider Lake is always available. 
Bernie Morton-Were will the DOT camp be this year? 
Tom Celio-We will be at McKinstry for about a month and then move to Spider 
until the middle of September.  Last year the camp went well.  This year will be 
challenging. 
Dennis Cullen-Do you work four 10’s? 
Tom Celio-Yes, four 12’s work best. 
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Merlin Scott-What are your plans to get your people in? 
Tom Celio-Volunteers have offered to assist.  We will need help from folks with 
a rig and a trailer to get the camp moved. 
Steven Culp-RTF has those new trailers. 
Tom Celio-We have not gotten all of the logistics figured out.  We will have 
about 4 DOT employees and 7 extra help. 
Merlin Scott-I have been working on cooks for you and they have been asking 
how to get in and out.  Will you be walking in and out? 
Tom Celio-How to get them in and out has always been an issue.  The job posting 
should be out soon. 
Debbie Gaynor, Forest Service-We are extending the native road closure until 
May 20th.  Diane will be gone until mid October.  I will be around, but I do not 
know who will be in charge. 
John Pardi-There are new maps at the Forest Service office. 
Loren Rex, State Parks-I am excited to get back on the trail.  I am working with 
Vickie on the spill kits. We have a former employee who works in Alaska and 
they take spills very seriously up there. 
Dan Canfield, State Parks-OHV Grants Program final applications were 
received May 2nd.  232 project proposals were received totaling $32.6 million.  
They go through several steps.  We will post the awards on June 6th.  Then they 
go to a 30 day appeal process.  The division will contact applicants on contracts. 
John Pardi-Toyota Landcruiser Assn moved the Rubithon to the middle of July.  
JJ USA will be doing trips this year. 
Steve Morris, RSSI-We will be scheduling a work party as soon as we can get in 
to the property, probably end of June. All volunteers are welcome. 
Richard Hill-Is the pirates website the one to look at for current information? 
Vickie Sanders-At this time, that is your best bet.  I hope to get information on 
our website, but for now pirates has the most current information. 
Steven Culp-I have been elected Trail Patrol lead.  I have been in contact with 
the agencies.  There is a trail patrol meeting on June 11th at 10 am at the 
Cal4wheel office.  Rubicon Rockheads will have food.  We are all about 
education no enforcement.  Consistency of information is what we are looking 
for. 
Loren Rex-We are having a law enforcement meeting.  We are creating a cheat 
sheet of what we are looking for. 
Tom Celio-I am glad the trail patrol is running again. 
Don Spulher-RTF is supporting the concept of staying away during saturated soil 
conditions.  We have no plan for the use of the property.  There is no easement to 
drive there.  You can hike on the property and check it out.  We have a committee 
working on a Master Plan.  The first work weekend is June 25th.  The trailers have 
been ordered hoping they will be here by the first work weekend. 

 
VII NEXT MEETING:  8:30 a.m. June 9, 2011 @ El Dorado County DOT – Headington 

Road Ready Room. 
 

VIII ADJOURN:  10:10 a.m. 


