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COUNTY OF EL DORADO                DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

El Dorado County 
Rubicon Oversight Committee 
Headington Road Conference Room 
Placerville, CA 95667 
October 14, 2011 
 

 MINUTES 
 
PRESENT: Don Spuhler, Steve Morris, Dan Mainwaring, Jerry Reffner, John Pardi, , Dennis 
Cullen, Gerald Roberts, Tim Green, Heidi Green, John Arenz, Richard Hill, Merlin Scott, Scott 
Johnston, Amy Granat. 
 
AGENCY PERSONNEL: Debbie Gaynor (ENF), Katy Parr (ENF), Marty Hartzell (CVWQCB) 
 
COUNTY STAFF:  Steve Kooyman (DOT), Bernie Morton (EDSO), Vickie Sanders (CAO) 
 
I CALL TO ORDER: 8:35 a.m. 

II AGENDA:  Adopted 
 
III MINUTES from August 11, 2011: Adopted, with correction on second page to read 

Jeepers Jamboree. 
 
IV PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS/NEW FACES INTRODUCED:  

John Arenz-Asked Forest Service about the sign at Chipmunk Bluff, it is down? 
Debbie Gaynor responded, we take it down in the winter 

 
V DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

End of Season Recap 
Steve Kooyman reported-Survey work will continue next week.  They will decide what 
day and location.  If any volunteers can help it would be appreciated.  Big Sluice will 
take the most time.  John Pardi may be available.  This will complete the topo. 
Completed work at Winter Camp. 
Vickie Sanders reported that the exhaust fan has been installed at Ellis Creek. 
Merlin Scott observations and comments 
Loon Lake Kiosk Area-deck and handrail need to be completed.  It would be nice if the 
WAG BAG receptacle could be moved away from the kiosk because of the odor.  
Jeepers Jamboree put their toilets in front of the sign boards; perhaps they could be 
located in a different spot next year not to block the information. 
Bulletin board is missing from kiosk so message signs are appearing everywhere on the 
kiosk. 
Loon toilet is serviced 5 times a week. 
Educational Supplies-We hand out spill kits, WAG Bags and bandanas. 
Ellis Toilet-We need a sign that says please close lid and door when leaving.  This 
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restroom is serviced 4 times a week. 
We need extra TP holders and a cabinet for supplies. 
Noticed that there are less extreme rigs at Little Sluice. 
Out of State vehicles are more prepared. 
The website most visited was Pirates 4x4. 
More families this year the bullying element is gone. 
Vehicles from Wentworth and Loon are more legal and registered thanks to the Sheriff, 
State Parks and the Forest Service. 
Ken from State Parks is a good wheel ambassador for the trail. 
Ken Marcus, Forest Service LEO may not be a good will ambassador, but he has done a 
good job with illegal vehicles.  He is an enforcer. 
Many vehicles from the Tahoe side are not legal because of the lack of enforcement. 
We could use more reflectors on the trail around the Long Bypass and Mudd Lake to 
Buck Island. 
DOT trail work things are looking up.  Airport Flats they did a great job.  With the work 
being done it helps to identify where the trail is located.   
Waterbars are working and the hardening of the surface works well. 
West of Wintercamp DOT blocked off an unapproved bypass.  If Forest Service could 
put up carcinite signs it would go a long way to detour users. 
John Arenz commented they did a nice job at Wintercamp. 
Criminal activity 
No fly outs of trail injuries this year.  
There were fewer complaints regarding drunks, shooting of guns, vandalism of disabled 
vehicles.   
Vandalism and sign theft is down. 
State Water Board should be happy.  
Only one spot of sediment was observed at Buck Island.  
Sanitation at Buck Island is still an issue.   
There are 3 or 4 bad spills that need to be cleaned up.   
But things are looking up. 

 It would be nice to have a welcome sign to the Rubicon  
Vickie Sanders responded that we could put that on the sign board in the middle when we 
get the map.  I will put that in next year’s grant. 
John Pardi added that he would like to thank RTF for getting Merlin and I on the trail early 
this year.  EDSO did get Merlin on for six weeks and I was hired by State Parks.  People ask 
how do we get involved and thank us for the work we do.  State Parks have moved their 
camp out but will be doing day trips. 
Dennis Cullen-You may see them up there this winter. 

VI AGENCY/ORGANIZATION UPDATES/NEW INFORMATION 
John Arenz-RTF-Merlin covered a lot for RTF.  Cantina was very successful this year.  
RTF has been working on the NOI with the Forest Service.  We turned in extensive 
comments because we want it to work. 
Scott Johnston-RTF-Black Tie and Boots will be March 3, 2012 and the honoree will be 
Merlin Scott.  He has spent two decades living on the trail doing education and outreach. 
RTF had a Pebble Count prepared and it was included with the comments on the NOI.  If 
anyone needs a copy let me know. 
Katy Parr-Forest Service-Open house went very well, had some good comments.  
Surveys will be completed soon.  Kathy the Forest Supervisor was out on the trail which 
made it nice to discuss on site. 
Strategy is to do a focused analysis of what is needed.  Comments will be posted to the 
website.  
The new district ranger is Richard Thornburg; he will start January 1, 2012. 
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Debbie Gaynor-Forest Service-Campgrounds have been shut down.  Let me know if you 
want the restrooms at Airport Flats left open.  We are trying to provide services to the 
public.  I took the opportunity to evaluate the Wentworth Spring Campground restroom.  
We would put one a little farther back.  The current one looks like it is sinking. 
John Arenz asked that the restrooms be left open, many use that campground. 
Bernie Morton-Sheriff-Here are the stats from this year’s patrol. We are looking at the 
new school resource officer to replace Deputy Klang. 
Dan Mainwaring-Two shares of Jeepers Jamboree are for sale. 
Merlin Scott introduced Tim and Heidi Green they are new property owners on the 
Rubicon. 
 
 

VII NEXT MEETING:  8:30 a.m. July 14, 2011 @ El Dorado County DOT – Headington 
Road Ready Room. 
 

VIII ADJOURN:  9:50 a.m. 


