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COUNTY OF EL DORADO                DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

El Dorado County 
Rubicon Oversight Committee 
Headington Road Conference Room 
Placerville, CA 95667 
September 9, 2010 
 

 MINUTES 
 
PRESENT: Steve Morris, Dick Hill, Gerald Roberts, Jerry Reffner, Steven Culp, Dennis Cullen 
 
AGENCY PERSONNEL: Debbie Gaynor (USFS), Diane Rubiaco (USFS), Dan Canfield (State 
Parks) 
 
COUNTY STAFF:  Vickie Sanders (CAO), Steve Kooyman (DOT) 
 
I CALL TO ORDER: 8:33 

II AGENDA:  Adopted 
 
III MINUTES from August 12, 2010: Approved 
 
IV PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS/NEW FACES INTRODUCED:  

None 
 

V DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

 Signage 
  Loon Lake Winter Closure 

Debbie Gaynor-There was an issue regarding the sign we put up last year.  I have 
made a new one and I would like to hear your comments. 

 
  Loon Lake Winter Recreation Area 
  Vehicle Use limited to 
  Forest Development Roads 
  Nov 1-May 1 
  Forest order 03-89-04 
   

Question on logo’s what activities?  Should we not put logos?  Suggested putting the 
Rubicon Tire logo. 

  Dan Canfield-What is the message we are trying to get across? 
  Debbie Gaynor-Forest Order identifies recreation area. 
  Dan Canfield-Maybe we could put the road numbers on the sign? 

Debbie Gaynor-Sign color, the brown sign is a Forest Service sign, but the blue is 
used in the winter, I will add the road numbers.  
Steve Kooyman-Sign will be placed at Loon only? 
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Debbie Gaynor-Yes, below the dump station. 
  Combined Use 

Steve Kooyman-We have a county sign up it is a DOT sign.  We have been asked to 
clarify the rules of combined use.  Steve presented a draft sign. 
Steven Culp-Where are you putting the signs? 
Vickie Sanders-We were thinking the chalet. 
Steven Culp-It should be on Ice House Road. 
Steve Kooyman-We will put it on the road by the combined use sign. 
Dennis Cullen-The citation (CV’s) should be smaller, if you are driving you will not 
read them all. 
Steven Culp-Will the lettering be reflective?  It would help. 
Jerry Reffner-Why is Off-Highway separate, citing same code why OHV-Daylight 
only. 
Debbie Gaynor-Does this cover snow cats? 
Steve Kooyman-Clarify for snow cats. 
Debbie Gaynor-Clarify rubber tires. 
Dennis Cullen-Go back to the definition of OHV. 
Randy Burleson-It is not normally an issue.  We had four years of Combined Use on 
this road and it was not an issue. 
Dennis Cullen-The majority is legislation then education.  We are dealing with this 
as vehicles change. 
Dan Canfield-What if we did something more educational? 
Dick Hill-Everyone talks about the green sticker, people speed by. 
Dennis Cullen-It is a 55 mph road. 
Steve Kooyman-The stoplight is an equipment issue. 
Randy Burleson-Combined Use means we share the road. 
Dennis Cullen-Board of Supervisors can put a speed limit on that road.  But absent 
that it is a 55 mph road.  I suggest move the green sticker up and move the citations 
below. 
Diane Rubiaco-Why do you need CVC’s? 
Dennis Cullen-As public policy we have them on our signs. 
Steve Kooyman-The county also has them on our signs. 
Dennis Cullen-There is no law it was poliy. 
Steve Kooyman-I think it is state policy, I will check with Tom.  We will get this 
amended and back out to you for comment. 

 
VI AGENCY/ORGANIZATION UPDATES/NEW INFORMATION 
  

Diane Rubico, Forest Service-We are to a point where the county the county will ask or 
an easement or not.  If not we will put the trail in route designation.  We need to do the 
studies regardless.  We are putting an IDT (Intermediate Disciplinary Team) together.  
We will be on the trail the last few weeks of September.  We are really excited.   
Randy Burleson-Would that include the variants and stub roads that we lost in route 
designation last time? 
Diane Rubiaco-No.  We are trying to identify parking areas and camping.  We are 
looking at what the board approved in January. 
Randy Burleson-How would that affect winter use? 
Diane Rubiaco-Encourage the county to apply for an easement.  If the county does not 
apply the road will be subject to winter closure. 
Jerry Reffner-What is the road service level? 
Diane Rubiaco-Level 2. 
Randy Burleson-It is difficult to hear the Forest Service talk about route designation and 
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winter closure. 
Diane Rubiaco-Then talk to your officials and encourage them to apply for an easement. 
Randy Burleson-The Board of Supervisors change every four years. 
Steve Kooyman-The research from the attorneys is that all RS2477 cases end in an 
easement.  We can go to court now and after years the judge will say to get an easement.  
We are working with the Forest service to work out the language. 
Vickie-The county has invested a lot in this trail and demonstrated we are going to 
maintain the trail. 
Diane Rubiaco-The other thing is that we have been working together.  We have the 
opportunity to define our future now.  We will not have control in the future.  The timing 
is good now. 
Randy Burleson-We are worried about control of the trail, it is scary. 
Vickie Sanders- You can be confident that both agencies are working together in the best 
interest of the trail. 
Dennis Cullen-I agree not making a decision not could influence the future.  Appling now 
is the best way to protect the trail. 
Diane Rubiaco-We will have a public process. 
Steve Kooyman-I still have concern not for the swath of land, but what is in the swath.  
We want to preserve the RS2477 rights, if I had someone who could show me where the 
trail was in 1910.  Both agencies want the trail open. 
Dennis Cullen-Are we going to make it through with no fire restrictions? 
Diane Rubiaco-Yes 
Randy Burleson-The Forest Service tweaked the process to help with the fire restrictions. 
Dan Canfield, State Parks-I am a grant administrator for the OHVgrants.  I have 
agreements for the County, Forest Service and RTF.  Dan handed out a notice that talks 
about public hearings on the grant process.  Go to the website.  This is the initial 
statement of reasons explains why we are making the changes. 
Randy Burleson-Last weekend Cantina for the Con, good fun had by all.  Three FOTR 
work parties, there are 2 more maybe 3 this year.  We will work with the county to get all 
paperwork in.  The third party will be with Placer County; Doug Barr has been working 
on filling holes.  The county has a contractor that will be taking the work in.  Once the 
dirt is in place, FOTR will have to do the work. 
Diane Rubiaco-Have you heard anything about work on Spider Dam?   
Randy Burleson-No. 
Diane Rubiaco-If you do, this is an historical structure, so they cannot do any work 
without approval.  Who won the Jeep? 
Randy Burleson-Brian Peachtree from East Bay. 
Steve Morris,RSSI-Rubicon Springs had a nice summer.  The caretakers have done a 
great job.  They have restored one of the springs.  The flow is very slow; it takes awhile 
to fill a bottle.  The property is in good shape.  We did install an ELOO this year we may 
get another in this year. 
Steve Kooyman, DOT-DOT is up there working, camping at McKinstry.  We were there 
on Monday night.  The extra help is working out great, young crews that are doing a 
great job.  We are trying to take care of them with good food.  We are working our way 
east. 

  
VII NEXT MEETING:  8:30, November 11, 2010 @ El Dorado County DOT – Headington 

Road Ready Room. 
 

VIII ADJOURN:  10:00 a.m. 


