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El Dorado County 
Rubicon Oversight Committee 
Headington Road Conference Room 
Placerville, CA 95667 
May 13, 2010 
 

 MINUTES-REVISED 
 
PRESENT: Rich Platt, John Pardi, Monte Hendricks, Dan Mainwaring, Jerry Culver, Dan DeWolf, 
Duncan Waldrop, Jacquelyne Theisen, Merlin Scott, Dick Hill, John Arenz, Steve Morris, Dennis 
Cullen 
 
AGENCY PERSONNEL: Debbie Gaynor (USFS), Loren Rex (OHMVR), Siacto Fernandez 
(OHMVR), Marty Hartzell (CVRWQCB) 
 
COUNTY STAFF:  Vickie Sanders (CAO), Tom Celio (DOT), Bernie Morton (EDSO), Frank Yost 
(EDSO) 
 
I CALL TO ORDER: 8:30 

II AGENDA:  Adopted 
 
III MINUTES from May 18, 2010: Steve Morris- The minutes reflect that WAG BAGS have 

been disposed of at the springs, but it has not.  The owners of Rubicon Springs are 
concerned that this could be an issue.  

 
IV PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS/NEW FACES INTRODUCED:  

No Comments 
 

V DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

 Law Enforcement Update 
Loren Rex reported the State is working with the Sheriff and the Forest Service to put 
resident law enforcement on the Rubicon Trail.  No heavy handed action is planned, but we 
will be taking action on issues that exist on the trail. 
Bernie-This year is communication.   We want all law enforcement to be on the same sheet 
of music.  We want to take the limited resources that we have and spread them around the 
trail.  I don’t anticipate any changes out there. Crimes like open container and driving under 
the influence will send a message to families it is not allowed on HWY 50 and it is not 
allowed on the Rubicon Trail.   
Tom-State Parks, Sheriff and the Forest Service will be out there consistently.  Their role is 
to inform folks and get the message out this is a family atmosphere everyone should enjoy.  
This season will be emphasis on behavior and resource damage.  Everyone is gearing up.  
There is a lot of coordination and cooperation.  
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John-What is your communication plan? 
Frank-We met on how we are going to communicate.  The high band frequency is owned by 
who? 
John-Jeep USA 
Frank-I will work on an agreement where we could program the frequency available to law 
enforcement so they have the means to speak.  We cannot get a mutual agreement with 
private systems.  Volunteers may need to contact law enforcement.  Frank built the system 
but did not know who owns it.  EDSO needs an agreement. 
John will work with Frank and Jeep USA on agreement. 
John-EDSO has patrolled to Spider if we push enforcement to Buck Island; I am concerned 
about the springs.  Are we coordinating with the Tahoe National Forest? 
Bernie-Yes we had the TNF in our law enforcement meetings.  We have extended to Placer 
County but they have not responded.  Our responsibility is to El Dorado County. 
Loren-We are coordinating with all agencies. 
Bebe-The main area’s are Spider, Buck and the Springs. 
John-The issues will move to Long Lake. 
Steve-We are concerned about this also.  We are doing two things, the wall that many like to 
play on will be coned off and use will be discouraged.  We are also going to institute a day 
use fee.  If they stay and play or use the facilities it is $10 per vehicle.  There will be other 
signage going up on the toilets and ELOO’s, about no garbage. 
Marty-When is it going to start? 
Bernie-Memorial Day depending on weather. 
John-We are talking mid June. 
Bebe-We were there two weeks ago and the snow was 12’. 
John P-June 15 will be the first large event.  I am concerned about safety and winching.  It 
starts mid week. 
 
Grant Update 
Vickie gave the update on the existing grants.  The county has submitted a request to extend 
the Ground Operations Grant.  The grant is complete except for the Murooka tractor which 
has gone to bid but delivery will be November or December because of the Tier III motor 
required.  We have also submitted an extension for the Education Grant because of the 
contract with RCD.  We have not heard yet.  We are working with the Forest Service on a 
permit for the Restroom at Ellis Creek. 

 
VI AGENCY/ORGANIZATION UPDATES/NEW INFORMATION 
 Forest Service-Debbie reported they will have three trained FPO’s this year.  We are 

struggling to open the campgrounds. 
 Rich-I received notice that the Forest Service petition was denied.  What does that mean? 
 Debbie-We will work with the county as we have been. 
 Rich-Regarding the easements 

Debbie-The Forest Service has asked the county to request an easement for the whole 
trail. 
Rich-It seems like a train wreck, waiting to happen. 
Tom-We are laying track, but it does not look like a train wreck.  It is with our legal 
counsel.  We all agree this is an RS2477 route.  
Rich-The variants and the bridge location complicates the issue. 
Duncan-It becomes an issue when brought up. 
Rich-It will be 
Debbie-RS2477 is maintenance not construction. 
Tom-There has to be something in place to build the bridge.  Rich brings up good points. 
 It is the county’s interpretation we have no issue at Gerle because it is on private 
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property we are working through the issues at Ellis. 
Jerry C.-Would that require a survey? 
Tom-There are many opinions, it maybe a survey for legal description. 
Rich-I support the concept of RS2477 it is not an easement.  The whole thing is good for 
law enforcement.  I agree with the bridge location. 
John A-No ones freaking out, there is history when 2477 takes an easement then the 
easement is taken away. 
Rich-I want to see the bridges built. 
Tom-We want to evaluate the options.  We want to pick the right option or options.  We 
hope to see progress on Ellis that is not caught up in the whole trail easement. 
Dennis-Forest Service policy is to charge for NEPA on the special use permit. 
Debbie-I don’t know if we will have all the funding.  We are not looking to charge the 
county. 
Tom-Partnerships are all over this thing.  SMUD plows icehouse for their use.  There is 
usually a fee for the permit but we do not charge them. 
 

 Sheriff- 
Merlin-Bernie where are you drawing your manpower and will there be overnights? 
Bernie reported Deputy Klang, Deputy Wilson, Deputy Brown are the guys who are 
consistent on the Rubicon.  The 2nd seat will be extra help boat patrol, same as last year.  
Yes there will be overnights. 

 Marty-The comments came down from the State regarding the petition from the Forest 
Service.  The Forest Service had 30 days to respond and we have heard nothing. 
FOTR-Bebe reported we are doing very well with volunteer sign ups.  We hope to have 
100 people at all events.  We have attended group meetings and taken sign ups.  We are 
excited. 
Merlin-Lots of snow. Frank is working on the communications that will work.  If you 
have another frequency you want to put in the repeater you would need to take it up with 
the partnership. 
Frank-Once we decide what we are going to do then we will talk to the partnership.  We 
haven’t gotten that far. 
Loren-Moving along on the logistics and communication. 
RTF-John reported RTF is sponsoring another HAM radio class, May 29th in El Dorado 
Hills.  We are in the final stages of the grant cycle, the Unimogs are ready. 
Merlin-Some months back we talked about seasonal crews, are you still thinking about 
that? 
Tom-I like that idea.  The board does not want to spend money on the Rubicon that 
should be used other places. 
Merlin-If you get the money would the crew stay up there? 
Tom-Yes, we would get a permit and a good size crew working their way along the trail. 
John-Who would supervise? 
Tom-We would set up a supervisor.  The Georgetown crew has been up there a few years 
and would be the supervisor.  Paid extra help employees will be trained in the BMP’s, the 
goal is to go back to the water board and show with the partnerships that we can do it.   
State Parks-We will be posting the intent to award on June 7th.  We are over subscribed in 
all areas but restoration.  There will be some projects not awarded. 
Your extension for the ground operations was approved. 
Jerry Culver-A representative from the Resource Advisory Committee attended a 
meeting of the historical society and said they have $600,000 in grants for award.  Send 
in your recommendations. 

 
VII NEXT MEETING:  8:30, June 10, 2010 @ El Dorado County DOT – Headington Road 
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Ready Room. 
 

VIII ADJOURN:  10:00 a.m. 


