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El Dorado County 
Rubicon Oversight Committee 
Headington Road Conference Room 
Placerville, CA 95667 
January 14, 2010 
 

DRAFT MINUTES 
 
PRESENT: Don Spuhler, Merlin Scott, Mary Ellen Szper, Steve Morris, Richard Hill, John 
Pardi, Dan DeWolf, Dennis Cullen, Monte Hendricks, Gerald Roberts, Dan Mainwaring 
 
AGENCY PERSONNEL: Marty Hartzell (CVRWQCB), Connie Latham (OHMVR), Diane 
Rubiaco (USFS), Debbie Gaynor (USFS) 
 
COUNTY STAFF:  Vickie Sanders (DOT), Tom Celio (DOT) 
 
 I CALL TO ORDER: 8:30 

 II AGENDA:  No changes 
 
 III MINUTES from December 10, 2009: Steve Rosembaum (CVRWQCB) was not 

present at the December meeting.  Minutes revised. 
 

IV PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS/NEW FACES 
INTRODUCED:   
 No comments   

V. DISCUSSION ITEMS:   

Education 
Vickie introduced Mary Ellen Szper from Flyingfrog.com who is the graphic artist 
that the county has hired to assist with the educational grant.  Mary Ellen developed 
the “Pottyman” in 2004 for the Rubicon, but it was never used.  The county has an 
educational grant through the OHV division and we need to kick off the educational 
campaign.  During the last two ROC meeting the 4 S’s were discussed with the route 
recognition.  This seems like a perfect fit to our educational effort.  A small 
subcommittee was developed to work with Mary Ellen and we would bring it to the 
group when ready.  Vickie will be the chair, Steve Morris volunteered and Gerald 
Roberts will help when available.  Vickie will contact Rich Platt, Debbie Pulskamp, 
and Duncan Waldrop to see if they are interested.  Diane will assign a staff member 
from the Forest Service. 

 
Proposed Rubicon Trail Route  
Tom-We will be going to the Board of Supervisors on January 26, 2010 at 2:00 with 
the route recognition.  The staff report will be out tomorrow and we will email it to 
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everyone.  Loots of good recommendations, I will go through the basic layout. 
Dennis-Is this and action item or just information? 
Tom-This is an action item.  Public input is important.  The board has been given 
information; they are interested in getting this part of the CAO completed. 
Don-Will there be time for us to speak? 
Tom-Yes, board process is if you are there representing a group you will have 5 
minutes, if you are speaking as an individual you will have 3 minutes.  We expect a 
large crowd.  The first question is why now?  The county accepted the CAO and one 
of the items is to identify the route.  It has been decided that we are going to deal 
with this.  Tom read from the CAO.  There are many forms that this document could 
take; it does not say an easement so what form it takes will depend.  We are taking a 
recommendation to the board for maintenance.  We will take that to the Forest 
Service and Property Owners.  There are three options: 
1. One trail 
2. Option one plus a half a dozen variants 
3. Any combination of the above plus a couple of corridors, Little Sluice & Buck 

Island 
They raise questions about use, which is why we are having a public meeting.  We 
are going to tackle this one.  We need everyone’s cooperation.  We hope to have 
discussions made to give clear information out.  You will have about two weeks to 
get your thoughts together. 
I have heard comments about behind closed door deals.  But that is not happening, 
everyone is involved and doing their best. 
Richard-The board did not act on the master plan how does this fit? 
Tom-The CAO gives us the opportunity to put together a maintenance plan.  We see 
that the CAO has helped to consolidate the issues that need to be addressed.  It takes 
only a few pages, the master plan was too much.  We have to come up with 
maintenance and operation plans.  It gives us the flexibility to do what needs to be 
done. 
We have worked with staff, counsel and the public to come up with good 
recommendations.  The staff report will give information on why we made the 
recommendations that we have.  Then we need to go out and mark it on the ground.  
Even the terminology has been tricky.   
Steve Kooyman will make a presentation, and then the board chairman will explain 
the process for public comments. 

 
VI AGENCY/ORGANIZATION UPDATES/NEW INFORMATION 

Steve-Rubicon Soda Springs Inc.-There will be new caretakers at the Springs this 
year.  It will be Mark and Maria Barnes. 
Scott-RTF-We are in the middle of elections, there are still a couple of positions 
to be filled.   
Black Tie and Boots will be on February 26. 
John Arenz-Did I miss the discussion about the signs. 
Diane-No I will get to that. 
Connie-State Parks-State Parks has been conducting the grant workshop that is 
where Dan is today.   
Diane-Forest Service-I heard about the issues on the signs at Loon Lake.  The 
sign went up on Saturday and was down on Monday.  It was the wrong sign, it 
had the wrong language.  A few decades ago the Loon Lake Recreation Area was 
made.  As a consequence March of 1995, a forest order focused on snow mobiles 
to stay on the forest service roads.   
The rumors that Rich and Monte have placed these signs, is not the fact.  It has to 
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do with the Forest Service trying to manage.  It has only recently been an issue.  I 
understood that years ago there was a gentlemen’s agreement that motorized 
travel would use Wentworth Springs.  The Polaris trail is a mixed use route.  We 
need to let everyone know.  The sign that go posted was before me, but we need 
to get the message out.  Help me get the wording right to stop the user rumors.  I 
would like the sign to be permanent.   
Merlin-notice all Rubicon Trail users this is a mixed use trail.  Put the dates on it, 
do not put it in the road, and put it on the side of the road. 
John-Will it stay up all year? 
Diane-Nov-May 
John Pardi-Is there trail etiquette that would help, like we can’t walk down the 
middle of the road.   
Diane-Like non-motorized to the right motorized to the left?  Would that work? 
Merlin-Tree well are difficult because you have to go around them. 
Tom-Closure of any county road cannot happen without Board of Supervisors 
approval.  We can recommend permits and those types of things and you can put 
recommendations up anywhere as long as the county agrees.  The gentlemen’s 
agreement was a few years ago and does not seem to apply now.  There is no 
ordinance closing that part of the road.  I would suggest the county work with the 
Forest Service on signage up there.  It is a county maintained road, but we do not 
maintain it in the winter.  County road goes to the end of the pavement.  The road 
across the dam is maintained by SMUD. 
Debbie-My understanding is that the county has it to the Ellis Tie. 
Mary Ellen-I suggest changing the wording from non-motorized to all. 
Randy-Guidelines are great let’s work together. 
Scott-Order is originally from 1989.  If the Forest is directing traffic on a county 
road wouldn’t the county put up the sign? 
Tom-Yes  
Steve Morris-Leave them up all year 
Diane-We will get the information out with rental agreements. 
Dennis-Is there an agreement where the Forest Service and the County has on use 
of snow mobiles on a county road? 
Randy-Road being identified as combined use 
John-Travel map that appears on website is designed for non-motorized use.  It 
shows the plow line being at the end of the county road.  Map generates user 
conflict. 
Monte-Conflict exists at Loon Lake some want to jump to conclusions about one 
type of use than another.  This Polaris Trail gives access to the north side of Loon 
Lake.  Merlin is right snow dies move.  I am concerned about any language that 
encourages motorized use.  The vast majority of use is with Boy Scout groups 
coming from all over.  It impacts the snowshoes trying to use the trail with the tire 
tracks and ruts. 
John-Travel management efforts remove from Jan, Feb & March the vast majority 
of trails for motorized users to use.  All of the areas that were closed for 
motorized travel are open for non-motorized. FOTR and RTF have recommended 
the use of Wentworth. 
Monte-We are talking about 1 ½ miles.  There are many roads open for motorized 
travel.  This is an area that people flock too. 
Scott-Over the snow travel and route designation, there is a rule if there is a foot 
of snow access is denied.  We have been impacted significantly. 
Randy-Document legal status and recommendations we can use this venue to get 
the information out. 
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Diane-Debbie and Vickie will work on the sign. 
 

VII NEXT MEETING:  8:30, February 11, 2009 @ El Dorado County DOT – 
Headington Road Ready Room. 

 Tom-We have had ROC meetings in the evening I think overall the night 
meetings were not anymore attended than the morning, but it does throw a kink 
for staff.  If we have a subject that needs attention we will have a night meeting. 

 Steve-I second that. 
 Scott-I think it is a good idea to schedule a few night meetings. 
 Tom-Occasional night meeting, otherwise we will have morning meetings 
 
 Monte-The Forest Service has appealed the CAO, how is that progressing. 

Diane-It is in the State Water Boards hands. 
Marty-It goes to our parent company. 
Tom-The good thing is that it is not hindering anything. 

 
 VIII ADJOURN:  10:00 


