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COUNTY OF EL DORADO                DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

El Dorado County 
Rubicon Oversight Committee 
Headington Road Conference Room 
Placerville, CA 95667 
October 14, 2010 
 

 MINUTES 
 
PRESENT: Steve Morris, Richard Hill, Gerald Roberts, Jerry Reffner, Steven Culp, Donald 
Spuhler, John Pardi, John Faber, Scott Johnston, Merlin Scott, Randy Burleson 
 
AGENCY PERSONNEL: Debbie Gaynor (USFS), Diane Rubiaco (USFS), Dan Canfield (State 
Parks), Loren Rex (State Parks), Marty Hartzell (CVRWQCB) 
 
COUNTY STAFF:  Tom Celio (DOT), Vickie Sanders (CAO), Steve Kooyman (DOT), Dustin 
Harrington (DOT), Jennifer Maxwell (DOT) 
 
I CALL TO ORDER: 8:32 

II AGENDA:  Tom added Combined Use to the agenda 
 
III MINUTES from October 14, 2010: Randy Burleson was in attendance but not listed. 
 
IV PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS/NEW FACES INTRODUCED:  

None 
 

V DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

 Bridges & Easement 
Dustin Harrington-We are pushing forward on the bridge projects.  We are following the 
funding process; we have federal and state funds for this project.  We are in the 
environmental phase for both bridges.  Sycamore conducted studies last year, cultural and 
biological.  These go to CALTRANS and the Forest Service for review to be sure everyone 
is on the same page.  
For CEQA we prepare a document which is scheduled to be released in December.  There 
will be in a public review period of 30 days.  It will be advertised on our website, at the 
ROC meetings and in the Mountain Democrat.  We will address comments then take it to the 
Board of Supervisors for adoption.  Then the project goes to NEPA.  The county is working 
to obtain an easement hopefully in August of 2011.  Once we have the land rights we could 
begin construction in 2012. 
Don Spuhler-Can Vickie email the ROC members about the release of the document? 
Tom Celio-The Board of Supervisors asked staff to put an item together regarding an 
easement.  There are two parts, private property and the Forest Service.  After much 
discussion amongst the agencies this is the best direction for the trail.  We are instructed by 
the CAO to document and mark the trail.  Staff is working on the final survey and map.  We 
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expect the public to be there to make comments.  We anticipate the board will say yes. 
Don Spuhler-This is the first step. 
Tom Celio-Yes 
Steve Kooyman-There are many steps.  First we need to apply to the Forest Service for an 
easement.  Second, we need to get title and appraisal on the private property.  We cannot do 
anything until the board gives us the approval to move forward.  Then we will submit an 
application it goes to the Forest Service and order title and appraisal on the private property. 
We will begin discussion with the private property owners.  Then we go back to the board. 
Steve Morris-How does the dollar value work? 
Steve Kooyman-We have to go through the process than we need to talk about it.   
Steve Morris-Why an appraisal? 
Steve Kooyman-To place a value on the easement. 
Steve Morris-Do you expect to pay? 
Steve Kooyman-If that is necessary, but if property owners want to donate that would be 
great. 
Tom Celio-We are constrained by the process, that is what we need to do. 
Steven Culp-Where and when is the meeting? 
Vickie Sanders-In the Board of Supervisors chambers at 11 am. 
Tom Celio-Even though there is a time certain sometimes these start late. 
Scott Johnston-If you are assessing value on private property how does that work on Forest 
Service property? 
Steve Kooyman-The Forest Service has not asked us perhaps that will happen in the 
application process. 
Gerald Roberts-Can you ask about donations? 
Steve Kooyman-We cannot until we get permission? 
 
Restroom 
Tom Celio-We have made a lot of process.  We now have a restroom.  It fits the 
environment. 
Scott Johnston-What is the snow load? 
Steve Kooyman-350 
Tom Celio-Part of the process was obtaining a Special Use Permit from the Forest Service.  
Diane and Debbie got that part to us, the cooperation has been great. 
Merlin Scott-Once it is open who is going to maintain it? 
Tom Celio-We don’t have that done yet. 
Merlin Scott-The one at Loon is very accessible, I see three problems: 
1. no storage room 
2. No overhand in front of the door. 
3. Only one toilet paper holder that holds two rolls. 
Steve Kooyman-When we were in the field yesterday those were good points.  We will add 
two more TP holders and put a lock on it.  We are looking at the overhand and a bear proof 
storage unit.   
Merlin Scott-Season of usage are you going to lock or not lock? 
Tom Celio-That is up to discussion. 
Merlin Scott-In the past, I lock the one at Loon Lake, but this one is in further. 
Steven Culp-There are some winter runs planed. 
Tom Celio-We are open to suggestions. 
 
Combined Use 
Tom Celio-This sign was discussed at the last meeting.  Based on the suggestions, I prefer 
this one with the CVC’s at the bottom.   
Steve Morris-Daylight in the combined use area.  What time is that? 
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Bernie Morton-30 minutes before sunrise and 30 minutes after sunset.   
Tom Celio-We will place them at Loon Lake with the combined use sign. 
Don Spuhler-Near the Chalet? 
Tom Celio-Yes and the same on Wentworth Springs.  We have three locations. 
Scott Johnston-What is the process to get the 55 mph speed limit posted? 
Tom Celio-To post a speed limit you have to do a traffic survey.  You will not get it posted 
up there.  With the curvy road a speed limit does not apply, so it is a speed that is safe for 
the conditions. 
John Pardi-Years ago there was a 25 mph speed limit sign on Ice House Road.  No sign 
now. Tom Celio-If you post a speed limit people think they have to obtain that speed. 
  

VI AGENCY/ORGANIZATION UPDATES/NEW INFORMATION 
Steve Morris-RSSI-A group of the owners went into the springs to button things up.  
The area is handling the water nicely.  No caretaker now but you can use the property.  
We wanted to help with the Forest Service trip, but we need a little more notice. 
Scott Johnston-RTF-We have a board meeting next week.  We have had the pumper 
truck out putting water in the Loon Lake toilet. It did not smell bad until we added water 
that seemed to mix things up.  John drove around some but it has not been on the trail 
very far.  
Do you plan to put signage on the new restroom?  If RTF will be cleaning it perhaps we 
should put something up to say that.  It may help prevent vandalism. 
I just wanted to say think you to the county and Forest Service for the restroom. 
Vickie Sanders-We need to talk with RTF regarding the restroom cleaning. 
Tom Celio-We need to get an appointment with you and discuss. 
Marty Hartzell-CVRWQCB-I have received the quarterly report and I wanted to thank 
you for our trip.  It was a great day. 
Tom Celio-We had a trip a few weeks ago with water board staff and others.  There was a 
lot of good communication out there.  McKinstry Camp will be coming down this week.  
We will have the crew up there another week.   We are working on plans for next season. 
 It will be much farther in on the trail.  There will be no commuting, they will all be 
camping.  It will be a different type of camp.  We have never done this before and it went 
very well.  I spoke with SPI and thanked them, they bladed the road and we kept it 
watered.   
Randy Burleson-Can you tell us what the plan was as far as the grant and how far did you 
get? 
Steve Kooyman-We did not get as far as we wanted to on the trail.  We got to Walker 
hill. We based it off of the CGS report, but we did a lot more.  Next year we will finish to 
Little Sluice, True Sluice, and to Rubicon Springs.  Big Sluice will be a lot of work.  We 
will be sending the 2011 Maintenance Plan to the Forest Service for review. 
Marty Hartzell-Were the bypasses closed? 
Steve Kooyman-1.6 will be restored and closed.  Next year accessibility will be difficult, 
we have a helicopter in the grant.  We may drop materials. 
Scott Johnston-They are pulling a lot of rock at the top of Walker.  Why not keep 1.6? 
Why not do the same thing as Walker?  Traffic is an issue, we have two way traffic. 
Steve Kooyman-I understand but I feel the upper trail is in good condition.  We could fill 
it in like Walker, but we are following what the board approved in January. 
Don Spuhler- I have a two questions John Arenz wanted asked,  
1.  Are you going to roll the rocks back in the trail as you back out? 
Steve Kooyman-We moved some out of the way to get the equipment in.  Some will stay 
and some will not.  If we can make it stable.  We talk about paving, I call paving asphalt. 
 We are placing rock.  We are doing 40 or 50 years of deferred maintenance. 
Don Spuhler- 
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2. Will the excavator moving the large rock back into the trail? 
Steve Kooyman-Yes, we did not finish the top of Walker. 
Merlin Scott-There is spots where we can walk that need more rock.  Rolling the rocks in 
the trail, you have said that you are not doing that. 
Steve Kooyman-We will place rocks strategically at places we can. 
Merlin Scott-This will be a law enforcement issue.  If they roll rocks in we are going to 
be winching rocks out. 
Steve Kooyman-I think there are still difficult parts of the trail, True Sluice, Post Pile.  I 
think there are spots where we can put obstacles.  I noticed after gatekeeper in the 
alligator pit someone rolled a rock in the flow path.  That is a problem.  
Randy Burleson-RTF will have to work on this.  We will have to winch those out as we 
see them. 
Steve Kooyman-We will have annual maintenance. 
Steve Morris-Historical records show the last maintenance was 1929. 
Dan Canfield- State Parks-Thanks for the update on the grants.  The State approved the 
budget.  It contained funding for OHV.  It is the same as last year $26 million.  The grant 
program will run on the same schedule as last year.  We will have two workshops in 
January.  With acquisitions and planning you could apply for help with the easement. 
Loren Rex-State Parks-We got our camp removed.  It was a successful year with a lot 
of agencies working together.  We gave a lot more verbal warnings than tickets.  When 
the chief comes back from vacation we will talk about the future. 
Vickie Sanders-Can I get a recap of the activity? 
Jennifer Maxwell-DOT-The bridge for Gerle Creek is going to the board on the 26th for 
approval. 
Diane Rubiaco-Forest Service-We were on the trail camped at McKinstry.  We are in a 
good position to respond to the county’s request for an easement. 
John Pardi-SMUD was down looking at restroom locations at Buck. 
Debbie Gaynor-There are three contractors looking for restroom opportunities.  I think it 
will be about two years before we get a restroom at Buck. 
Gerald Roberts-Are the restrooms at the Chalet open in the winter? 
Debbie Gaynor-Yes 
Gerald Roberts-I have been there and they were locked 
Diane Rubiaco-I will look into this. 
Randy Burleson-I was up on the trail a couple of weeks ago and the carcinite and 
haybales at Little Sluice are gone.  Can we remark this area? 
Diane Rubiaco-We discussed this with John we are looking at a more permanent 
message. 
Randy Burleson-One thing about this meeting, we talked about moving it to nights.  We 
tried it and no one attended.  Some are complaining about not being able to attend.  Can 
we use a speaker phone? 
Steve Kooyman-We have to see if this room is wired for a polycom system, but we could 
try it. 
Randy Burleson-Can you talk to Tom about technology? 
Scott Johnston-Perhaps a couple of times a year. 
Steve Kooyman-We can do one at the beginning of the season and one at the end, May 
and November. 
Vickie Sanders-November 18th at 6:00 as a debrief meeting.  We need to determine 
location. 
Steven Culp-Trail closure, is the Rubicon subject to close? 
Debbie Gaynor-No, the Rubicon is not. 
Gerald Roberts-It may be a good idea to attend the CAL 4Wheel meetings.  
Don Spuhler-The district meeting is in Oroville on January 29th. 
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VII NEXT MEETING:  6:00 pm, November 18, 2010 @ El Dorado County DOT – 

Headington Road Ready Room. 
 

VIII ADJOURN:  10:00 a.m. 


