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El Dorado County 
Rubicon Oversight Committee 
Headington Road Conference Room 
Placerville, CA 95667 
December 10, 2009 
 

DRAFT MINUTES 
 
PRESENT: Glenn Reynolds, Tim Guardino, Gerald Roberts, John Pardi, John Faber, Monte 
Hendricks, Rich Platt, Duncan Waldrop, John Arenz, Craig Ervin, Amy Granat, Del Albright, 
Morgan Derodeff, Ken Hadeen, Bebe Theisen, Bob Carr, randy Burleson, Brian Bettencourt, 
Tim Green, Dave Bergersen, Scott Johnston, Matt Farley, Tom Gibney, Sue Mead, Shannan 
Chard, Merlin Scott 
 
AGENCY PERSONNEL: Marty Hartzell (CVRWQCB), Steve Rosenbaum (CVRWQCB) Dan 
Canfield (OHMVR), Will Harris (CGS) 
 
COUNTY STAFF:  Vickie Sanders (DOT), Ed Knapp (County Counsel), Steve Kooyman (DOT) 
 
 I CALL TO ORDER: 7:05 

 II AGENDA:  No changes 
 
 III MINUTES from November 19, 2009: No Changes 
 

IV PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS/NEW FACES 
INTRODUCED:   
 No comments   

V. DISCUSSION ITEMS:   

Because of the discussion item, Vickie asked if there were any agency/organization updates. 
Dan-State Parks-State OHV workshops for grant applications will be on January 
11-12 in Ontario and January 13-14 in Sacramento.  The 13th will begin at noon, and 
the 14th  will be a full day.    Workshop will be held at the Red Lion Inn, for more 
information go to the Parks website. 

 
Proposed Rubicon Trail Route  
Vickie introduced Ed. 
Randy asked how many comments were received. 
Ed-We have received 3, Panel B, Water Board Staff, and RTF.  We are going to the 
board in January, there will be a staff recommendation and that will be a public 
meeting.  We are trying to fit this in to identify projects for next year using this time 
to identify the route.  We will apply to the Forest Service and the Property Owners 
for easements.  One of the base packets of information is from CGS report.  They 
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walked along what they thought was the trail. They prepared the CGS map and 
identified areas of concern.  In the Route Recognition handout we mention BMP’s 
which is “Best Management Practices”.  We use the term for actual construction 
activities. How are we going to maintain the road the best using BMP’s with the 
three S’s-1. Sanitation, 2. Sedimentation, 3. Spills. 
 
First round we threw in all kinds of options.  After the first meeting we have limited 
the options to those that we feel are viable.  If you find after this meeting you have 
an opinion that was not heard, please send you comments in to us.  We will give you 
ten days. 
 
Steve-At the last meeting we talked about photos, but we did not receive any so we 
will do our best to work through the sites. 
Question regarding the numbering of the trail. 1.0 is used to identify the trail starting 
at Wentworth Springs. 2.0 identify the trail starting at Loon Lake to the Intertie.  2.1 
and 2.2 identifies the trail at Pleasant Meadow.   All alternatives routes are numbered 
like 1.2, 1.3, etc.  Some of the locations are mismarked. 
Will-CGS received a shape file from DOT we walked the trail with Mike Overmeyer 
and a GPS unit.  It maybe that 1.0 is the trail that CGS identified so we will leave the 
numbering alone. 
ED-There seems to be a lot of differences of opinion.  There seems to be many ways, 
alternates.  One school of thought is there is only one trail, I don’t think so.  I think 
just like today if one springtime the wagons went one way and another year they 
may have gone another way.  I think the law recognizes the corridor.  I don’t want to 
spend ten years in court to fight this.  If the most used route is difficult and the 
county can maintain an alternate lets talk about it.  At some places alternates have 
developed and we may close those. 
 

A-Vicinity of Postpile 
Randy-Main route traveled is in yellow on your map 1.0.  There is a blue S 
curve, the lower half is the traditional route the upper west side, additional 
1.3, 1.5 are less critical. 
Rubicon Rockheads-Our club uses 1.3 every year, it allows more traffic.  I 
don’t agree with Randy.  We also need to think about safety.  In more 
difficult sections breakdowns can create resource damage when people have 
to go around.   
Ed-An important fact when you are removing broken vehicles through a 
difficult area you run into potential for spills. 
 
B. Top of Postpile 
Suggestion was made to call it a trail corridor for purposes of encompassing 
both trails.  If we decide to close one route at wet times or not, instead of 
getting it wrong. 
Scott-Like the granite bowl it is mostly granite.  You could count 7 or 8 well 
used routes through there.  For winter the higher route is better. 
Randy-There is 22 miles of Rubicon we are talking about only a few 
exceptions. 
John-In that section of the two routes, the upper route is much safer.  The 
lower route is historical.  Both are over solid granite. 
 
C. Ellis Creek Campground Stub 
Randy-We have identified alternative, but it is not an issue for this process.  
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There is litigation on that we are not surrendering that.  For water quality 
issues it goes into the creek. 
Steve-I look at the sources and this is a source. 
Rich-If someone was on this segment would they be cited? 
Diane-I will check on that. 
 
D. Trail Split After Ellis Creek 
This is an issue during wet conditions, perhaps a corridor.  
John-The CAO requires us to do a lot of things.  Perhaps a corridor, close the 
original route until BMP’s can be applied. 
Bebe-I agree it should not be used during wet weather.   
You can direct with signage and not gates. 
Signage is not a BMP.  
  
E. Soup Bowl 
Interesting comment made at the last meeting, limit them to one route and 
leave some of the difficult areas. 
Widen corridor, so vehicles can pass. 
 
F. West of Winter Camp 
Scott-Look at the original route and maybe there is another area.  Eliminate 
bypass. 
 
G,H,I - 
Scott-Given comments regarding play areas if you do option 2 that will not 
work, option 1 over 2.  What about seasonal issues? 
John-If you keep little sluice as is you need alternates.  You need option I for 
vehicle recovery, it is an easy way around.  You can use the long bypass 
around.  The short bypass is dangerous.  Pedestrian and traffic interact.  No 
two way traffic there. 
Bebe-More people get hurt on granite bowl.  Heavy weekend use options are 
good. 
 
J. Thousand Dollar Hill Bypass 
Keep options open, this route claims a lot of rigs.  
Duncan-We are deciding what we should take responsibility for, the property 
owners are in favor of closing this route.  This is a liability issue for the 
property owners. 
Bebe-Leave both open till one can be repaired. 
 
K. Middle Sluice Trail and Indian Trail 
Both are historic routes. 
Duncan-Keep them both 
Scott-There was a comment at the last meeting regarding making this 
corridor a recreational area?  This is a recreation trail it is an asset to the 
county.  The corridor idea opens a lot of other options. 
 
L. Buck Island 
Stub roads need to be addressed to disbursed camping areas we want to 
access. 
Randy-Those stubs are Forest Service not county.  If you declassify the old 
trail we loose ability to use.   
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John-Those are on the Forest Service to go through the route designation 
process. 
Diane-We will clarify where the route is and where it is not.  You will need 
to leave your vehicle. 
 
M. Wentworth Springs Campground Bypass 
Scott-Just after Wentworth Campground there was a hole, the work has been 
done to eliminate the problem; we can eliminate this bypass. 
 
N. Granite Bypass West of Postpile 
Need both for weather 
 
O. Pleasant Meadow Route 
This route is not in use but the right of way has not been abandoned. 
Rich-It is not an easement it is a right of way agreement.  Either party can 
revoke. 
 
P. Mud Lakes Trail Re-route 
This is a possible option in the future, never intended to replace Little Sluice. 
Not a viable short term management option. 
 
Q. Alternate Routes near Placer County Line 
Property Owners will give easement for one route 1.0. 
 

VI AGENCY/ORGANIZATION UPDATES/NEW INFORMATION 
 

VII NEXT MEETING:  8:30, January 14, 2009 @ El Dorado County DOT – 
Headington Road Ready Room. 

 
 VIII ADJOURN:  8:45 


