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El Dorado County 
Rubicon Oversight Committee 
Headington Road Conference Room 
Placerville, CA 95667 
October 8, 2009 
 

MINUTES 
 
PRESENT: Don Spuhler, Jeff Hayer, Eric Wiesner, Duncan Waldrop, Merlin Scott, Jay Jezek, 
Scott Johnston, John Arenz, Amy Granat, Karen Schambach, Jaequelyne Bebe Theisen, Monte 
Hendricks 
 
AGENCY PERSONNEL: Diane Rubiaco (USFS), Debbie Gaynor (USFS), Marty Hartzell 
(CVRWQCB), Will Harris (CGS), Dan Canfield (OHMVR) 
 
COUNTY STAFF:  Tom Celio (DOT), Vickie Sanders (DOT), Bernie Morton (EDSO) 
 
 I CALL TO ORDER: 7:00 pm. 

 II AGENDA:  Meeting in November will be on the 19th at 8:30 
 
 III MINUTES from September 10, 2009:  No changes  
 

IV PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS/NEW FACES 
INTRODUCED:   
 No comments   

V. DISCUSSION ITEMS:   

Little Sluice-Public Meeting 
Tom-Does anyone have any comments regarding the public meeting.  I 
thought the meeting was excellent and well attended.  We got a good 
perspective on how the user community fells about Little Sluice.  
From here we have scheduled a meeting with the project team we will lay the 
ground work, this is a maintenance effort, no predetermined decision has 
been made. 
Merlin-Who is on the project team? 
Tom-County, Forest Service and RTF.  We could add others if needed.  This 
is a project team meeting.  We will take this and other things that involve 
policy to the board.  What form that takes I am not sure.  We have clear 
direction for maintenance but when maintenance gets close to policy 
decisions we need to go to the board for direction. 
Merlin-There is no policy on Little Sluice. 
Tom-When maintenance changes the use that involves policy. 
Scott-How do you get a DVD of the meeting? 
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Tom-You can call or email Vickie or me. 
Bebe- FOTR has been maintaining the trail since 2001, now that DOT has 
taken over where do we fit in?  We have a sense of ownership and some feel 
that DOT has taken over. 
Tom-We have taken over, we have a CAO.  I don’t see any change as far as 
FOTR operates out there.  We may need a discussion about that in a smaller 
group.  We are facilitators of any work out there.  We need to approve 
projects and follow up needs to be provided.  Everything that gets done out 
there we need to monitor and document it on the CGS report. So anytime we 
can pull information out of it.  There is a learning curve but we are getting 
there.  If you feel you are loosing control, you are not.  As a department we 
need to know what is going on out there.  We want to coordinate with 
everyone.  This is the only trail where users and agencies work together.  I 
want this to be an example. 
Bebe-I have received phone calls from five different agencies regarding five 
different trails wanting to know how we do it. 
 

Law Enforcement Effectiveness- 
Tom-How can we operate better?  This was a good year for the Sheriff. 
Bernie-I think this was about Placer County  
Dan Canfield-Tahoe National Forest and Tahoe Basin are working with Doug 
Barr (FOTR) on education.  The patrol captain has an enforcement grant that 
started October 1st that includes the Rubicon.  Those activities will start up 
next year.  Dan will reach out to the Placer County Sheriff and ask them to 
apply.  This is step one, more to follow. 
Diane-The meeting I am taking the lead on is the After Action Review.  We 
have done this with our Forest Services Patrol to get an idea of the areas of 
concern.  I would like to hear what are the activities of concern and where are 
they happening. 
Scott-You did not have FPO’s on the trail this year.  Will you next year? 
Debbie-We should have four patrol officers next year on the trail next year.   
John-Based on what I saw we have a problem at Tahoe.  The Placer County 
Sheriff and Tahoe National Forest have received no complaints.  Everyone 
has figured it out.  They enter on the Tahoe side because there is no law 
enforcement on that side.  Putting your deputies on foot is great because you 
can catch them.  Every one knows when the Sheriff is on the trail in their 
vehicle.  On foot they do not know where you are.   
Lots of people run at night when they can drink and drive.  Little Sluice is 
still a problem at night. 
Scott-Off Trail driving occurs at night. 
Bebe-Campfires are an issue. 
John-A lot are resource problems. 
Bernie-That is a training issue and we are addressing it. 
John-Talk to State Parks, they do cite and release.  They work with these 
issues all the time.  We have been talking about how to arrest for a long time. 
Diane-We will get an answer.  I hope to have notes from that meeting in 
February. 
 

Restrooms-When do we close? 
Tom-We have been discussing internally about the maintenance of the 
restrooms.  We are thinking once we have them pumped we should lock 
them.  We wanted to get input. 
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Merlin-Lock them after the snow sets in. 
Scott-Don’t lock them at all.  If the overhang was larger the snow would not 
block the door.   
Tom-Merlin if you don’t mind, lets communicate when the snow starts 
falling and you can lock them this. 

 
VI AGENCY/ORGANIZATION UPDATES/NEW INFORMATION 

Scott-I have been working to get the OHV Division staff to the trail.  It took two 
years but we got them all up there in September.  We had three or four from law 
enforcement and the discussion was good.   
CGS-Will-I was out on the trail while rock was being delivered in September 
with Tom, Vickie, Jon, Steve Kooyman and John Arenz.  The purpose was to take 
the map books in the field and find the treatment and locations.  We were able to 
get to the points with the GPS coordinates.  We will continue to work with the 
county on the program. 
John, RTF-RTF participated in WES “Watershed Educational Summit” 
conference.  Great discussion, we talked about our efforts on the Rubicon 
regarding the watershed. 
Wentworth & Loon Lake kiosks are locked.   
Wag Bag receptacle at Wentworth is bolted down.  
Counting concluded the last weekend in September.  We will be doing some 
winter counts to get an idea of winter use.  We are processing all of the data and 
hope to have a report soon.  We will begin again in 2010. 
Sign committee canceled meeting, Randy is working on a new date. 
Thank you DOT for all the work armoring the trail 
Grants-Mid trail staff is finished for the year.  We don’t have the stats on the 
number of contacts but will hopefully have the information by the next meeting. 
February 26, 2010 is the date for the Annual Black Tie and Boots Dinner. 
State Parks-Dan-2008/2009 grants are up a running, start thinking about the 
2009/2010 grant projects.  We will provide the usually training.  Applications are 
due on March 1st. Small regulation amendment making its way through the 
process.  Comments are due October 12th.  There is a meeting on October 13th to 
discuss those changes.  The changes would effect the upcoming grant cycle. 
Sheriff-Bernie-Deputy Klang is back in school.  If an event is going to happen 
out on the trail let us know. 
Bebe FOTR-FOTR was busy on the trail this year.  In June, we built a new log 
ramp at Walker, tested cleaner on some of the stains.  July built restrooms in the 
springs and filled a mud hole.  Aug. Placed hay bales and carcinite, painted the 
kiosk, end of Aug. Little Sluice cleanup.  Sept. installed water bars, cleaned 
granite, Oct. worked on private property on restrooms and we are planning 
another work day on Oct. 24th cleaning out water bars on the Tahoe side. 
Diane-It was great to be on the panel at the WES. 
Two things I am focusing on are the easement and the law enforcement meeting. 
DOT-Tom-Our crew has been on the trail for three weeks, they are pulling out 
today.   They restored the route used.  Crew is looking forward to next years 
work. They did some great work installing water bars and armoring the trail from 
the Intertie to Ellis Creek.   
We will be going out to bid on the dump tractor.  If you have any options you 
think we should include let us know.   
Tom- I appreciate the forest staff for getting us the permits to get our work done.  
We accomplished a lot using that access road.  We brought a lot of road in 
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Duncan-I did not get a feel about how we are doing with the CAO. 
Tom-We see this as a three year process to bring the trail up to where it needs to 
be.  We have met our goal for this season.  One piece is the Saturated Soils Plan.  
Steve is working on that.  He is our engineer in Tahoe whose primary role is 
erosion control and sedimentation. 
Marty-We have asked for reports. 
Tom-We have been complying with the order.  We have asked questions and 
water board staff has been very helpful.  While Marty was on the trail the other 
day he spotted a place that needed a treatment.  We discussed it and fixed it while 
our crew was out there.  It is the cooperative spirit that works.  We will continue 
to work that way, interactive, that is how this road stuff works. 
Don-What about the bridges? 
Tom-I wanted to have an update, but I think it is safe to say that the bridge at Ellis 
will happen in 2011; Gerle maybe 2010.  Bridges usually take three years. 
Marty-How far did the work go from Ellis Creek? 
Tom-200 to 300 yards down towards Loon.  About three treatments in that area 
were needed to get that water off the trail.  The primary spot was the intertie.  
They installed a great swale and leadoff ditch, we will monitor.   
Karen-Did you get photo documentation?  Perhaps you could bring that. 
Tom-We did photograph and we are working to get the information into the CGS 
database. 
Diane- Do the evening meetings work? 
Bebe-It is the only way I can make the meetings. 
Karen-Attendance is way down. 
 

VII NEXT MEETING:  8:30 A.M., November 19, 2009 @ El Dorado County DOT 
– Headington Road Ready Room (same meeting place as previous).  There will be 
no meeting in December. 

 
 VIII ADJOURN:  8:50 


