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EL DORADO COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH PREPAREDNESS WORKGROUP 
MEETING MINUTES   

 
 

Date: October 11, 2011 
Time: 1:00 – 2:30 PM 
Location: EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES (EMS) AGENCY Conference Room 

 
I. APPROVAL OF MINUTES (Chris Weston)  
 Minutes of the June 14, 2011 PHP Workgroup Meeting were approved with changes and will be 
 posted to the PHP Preparedness Website, www.edcgov.us/publichealthpreparedness. 
 
II.  INTRODUCTIONS 
 
 Attendees: 

Henry Brzezinski, EDC Animal Services  
*Darcie Carpenter, Barton Health 
Matt Cathey. EDC Sheriff’s OES 
Rene Evans, Community Resource Center 
Rita Grady, American Red Cross 
Doug Hawkins¸ Western Slope Health Center 
Rebecca Lauer, Western Slope Health Center 
Barbara Houghton, EDC Environmental Management 

 Christine, Hoyt, EDC Health and Human Services Agency, Public Health Preparedness  
 Dr. Olivia Kasirye, EDC Health and Human Services Agency, Public Health Officer 
 Carol Keates, Mother Lode Rehabilitation Enterprises, Inc. (MORE)  
 Joan Kling, American Red Cross 
 Pat Lahey, El Dorado County Health and Human Services Agency, Public Health Preparedness 
 *Shane Marquardt, Alpine County Health and Human Services   
 * Kim Mollet¸ Davita Dialysis 
 Chuck Newport, El Dorado County Health and Human Services Agency, Public Health 
 Preparedness 
 Kristine Oase, El Dorado County Health and Human Services Agency, Public Health 
 Preparedness 
 Lynnan Svensson, El Dorado County Health Services Department, Public Health Nursing 
 Amy Velasco, El Dorado County Environmental Management Agency 
 Carol Velasquez, Marshall Medical Hospital 
 Chris Weston, El Dorado County Health Services Department, Public Health Preparedness  
  

 */and italic - indicates joined by telephone 
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III. MEDICAL UPDATE 
 No reports on flu activity. That is usually an indicator that the upcoming season will be mild. Flu 

clinics have begun for the season.  
 
IV. PRESENTATION: Sheltering the Homeless (Rene Evans)   

Rene Evans, Executive Director, Community Resource Center, presented her Steps to Success, 
PowerPoint about the Community Resource Center, their role in our community and sheltering 
the homeless population. If you would like a copy of her PowerPoint, contact Rene at: (530) 344-
1864.  She also shared lessons learned from the Dec 2009 winter storm such as: 

 Open earlier in year and stay open longer. 
 She needs to be out talking to emergency service people in the community. 
 Zero tolerance for alcohol and drugs.  

  
V. ROUND TABLE 

 
 A. Alpine County (Shane Marquardt) 

 Alpine is currently holding vaccine clinics. Vaccines are down 20% this season.  
 

B. Public Health Preparedness (Kristine Oase)  
 The quarterly CAHAN drill will be held November 3. All those interested in participating 

can contact Kristine at: kristine.oase@edcgov.us.  Pat Lahey will email the information to 
the group.  

 November 3 will be a table top exercise. The focus will be in South Lake Tahoe.  
 The Statewide Medical Health Exercise will be held on Thursday, November 17 and will 

be a water disruption scenario with focus on medical surge.  More information to follow in 
email.  

 
C.  Marshall Medical Center (Carol Velasquez)   

 Busy with the quarterly CAHAN drill and Statewide Medical Health Exercise in November.  
 

D. Marshall Medical Center (Carol Velasquez)  
 They have seen an increase in number of patients they are seeing in the Emergency 

Department compared to last year.  In July, they saw 300 more people than July 2010.  
Anecdotally, many factors are contributing to this including loss of insurance, elderly folks 
waiting at home longer before seeking medical care, and more mental health patients. 

 
E. Public Health Preparedness (Chuck Newport)  

 Brought Disaster Healthcare Volunteer (DHV) information to share with the group. For 
more information contact Chuck: at 530 621- 7569. 

 Working on the DHV Power Point and recruitment. 
 MRC volunteers worked at the Capital Air Show in September. 
 Working on Mass Prophylaxis Distribution and Point of Dispensing Plan.  
 Working on COOP (Continuing of Operations Plan). This is a plan that deals with the 

continuation of business in an emergency situation. Working on setting up a POD (Point 
of Dispensing) with a community business to help take the strain off of Public Health.  

 
F. Public Health Preparedness (Pat Lahey) 

 Continue to help with logistics at community flu clinics.      
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H. Public Health Preparedness (Chris Weston)  

 Grant Funds - Preparedness is funded by federal grants that come through the state. 
Waiting for approval from state.  

 Will participate in tabletop exercise with a water disruption scenario on November 3. 
 The Statewide Medical Health Exercise which is a functional exercise will be held on 

Thursday, November 17 with a water disruption scenario. The focus will mainly be on the 
hospitals.    

 
I. Public Health Nursing (Lynnan Svensson) 

 Busy with community flu clinics. Will serve anyone over 6 mos. of age without an egg 
allergy. Will be offering flu mist and inactivated flu vaccine, as well as Pneumococcal and 
Tdap vaccines at these clinics.   

 For a clinic schedule you can contact Lynnan directly at: 621-6185 or find it posted on the 
county website at: or contact Cathy Dunbar, Immunization Coordinator at 621-6100.  

 Lynnan is visiting different organizations and sharing with them the types of services the 
Public Health Nurses are providing in the community. She is rolling out a new referral 
form and providing that to the organizations she visits.  

 
J. Mother Lode Rehabilitation Enterprises, Inc (MORE)  (Carol Keates)   

 They are learning as much as they can about Emergency Preparedness so they can be 
an asset to the community. The currently serve 200 individuals daily in a variety of 
programs for disabled adults.  

 
K. Environmental Management Department (EMD) PV (Amy Velasco) 

 Part of HAZ MAT crew working with Household Hazardous Waste Program. Emergency 
response when it comes up.  

 HAZ MAT now has new satellite phones with numbers dedicated to them.   
 National Drug Take Back Day will be held on October 30. Sheriff’s Department in El 

Dorado Hills Town Center will be hosting it. SLT Safeway shopping center will have a 
Take Back location as well. Working with the Placerville Police for a location in the City. 
Cannot take controlled substances or sharps.  

 She recommended for drug disposal take drugs out of bottles, cross out personal 
information on the bottle and throw away the bottle separately, put drugs into coffee 
grounds or used kitty litter and put with regular garbage. Do not put into water supply.  

 Holding N95 fit testing.  
 

L.   American Red Cross (ARC) (Rita Grady) 
 ARC has recently expanded the scope of what nurses do in a shelter. Rita will talk with 

nurses and hospitals about the new scope of practice. There will be 2 nurses per 100 
people in the shelters for 24 hour period. They will only have over the counter medicines 
available and won’t be able to fill prescriptions. Rita made a scope of practice brochure 
available to the group.  

 ARC is using EMTrack as their notification system in the event of a disaster in 
Sacramento.  

 There is a national ARC system called Safe and Well that Rita has brought information 
on.  

 Rita shared about the recent events ARC responded to. In the past few months they have 
opened 5 shelters in 4 counties including:   
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1) A propane tank spill in Lincoln where 3 shelters were opened.  
 Event was coordinated and operated by the county Emergency Operations Center 

(EOC). 
 Rita was responsible for the nursing events that took place. Worked with EOC to 

coordinate placements. At risk people were placed quickly. Public Health response 
was very appropriate.  

 Animal Control was in place.  
 Food preparation was done at several locations. 
 Overnight numbers at the shelters including families with children were 168, 130 

and 100+ people with a much higher day population than the night population.  
 They were able to use a prescription referral system with local pharmacies who 

took ARC referrals at face value for a 2-3 day hold over supply of medicine.  
 Non emergency transport company, TLC, has an MOU with Red Cross. They show 

up to accommodate people with functional needs in an emergency.  
2) On September 11, 2011 had both a 24 unit apartment fire, then 3 hours later a 14 unit 

apartment fire.  
 Sheltered 114 people and 27 pieces of durable medical equipment. Caregivers 

came with people. They took care of people who had access and functional needs. 
VOAD (Voluntary Organizations Assisting in Disaster) gave support. Para transit 
showed up.  

3) Marysville Hotel fire a few weeks ago.  
 An at risk, low income population was affected by this fire. There was no adequate 

location in Marysville so they used a facility located in Yuba City, in Yuba county.  
 There were Environmental Health issues (bed bugs). Acute health infections. Had 

to fumigate people with bed bugs, gave them showers and new clothes. Had 
several with coping problems. People were sheltered, fed, clothed and some given 
medication. There wasn’t any response from county. There were 2 animals.  

 Placed people in next level of housing on day 6. 

M. Barton Memorial Hospital (Darcie Carpenter) 
 Barton has new Emergency Management Coordinator, Rod Wright.  
 Gearing up for Nov. 3 drill and November 17 Statewide Medical Health Exercise. 
 Holding Haz Mat training for ER, Engineering and housekeeping staff. 
 Barton is working with OSHPD to get the second phase of their remodeling done.  They 

hope to have it completed by the end of the month. 

N. Davita Dialysis (Kim Mollet) 
 Census is 90 now.  
 All patients have been vaccinated for flu and pneumonia. 
 Currently working with the Western Pacific Renal Network doing earthquake disaster 

training with patients.  

O. EDC Environmental Management (Barbara Houghton) 
 Nothing new to report. 
 

P. Public Health Preparedness (Christine Hoyt) 
 Nothing new to report.  

Q. Western Slope Health Center (Doug Hawkins) 
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 Nothing to report 

R. Western Slope Health Center (Rebecca Lauer) 
 Finding out what resources are available to them and what they need to do to be 

prepared. They have new ownership and new leadership. (Formerly El Dorado Care 
Center) 

S. Animal Services (Henry Brzezinski) 
 New Animal Shelter road will be graded next spring. It’s possible a bid could go out for 

the next phase of the shelter also.  
 They are partnering with a Pawed (People for Animal Welfare in El Dorado County) group 

who has a mobile spay/neuter clinic which is also a disaster vehicle. It’s ready to go in the 
community for veterinary aid to animals. Also working with the homeless and partnering 
with local group for animal outreach for spay and neutering 

 In the event a fire came through they would move out the shelter animals to other 
counties to make room for the publics animals.   

T. Sheriff’s OES (Matt Cathey) 
 MORE hosted a fantastic functional exercise for their CERT academy.  
 November 17 drill will test ability to stand up their EOC with communications and IT. Will 

test their ability to relocate to EID (El Dorado Irrigation District) facility which is their 
backup EOC. Will also be coordinating that with the Public Health Drill.  

 Just hosted ICS 300 and 400 trainings.  
 Recently at Emergency Managers conference.  
 Continuing to work with the Fire Safe Districts. Recently established a new one. 

Identifying one way in/out streets. Helping that community to become more fire safe.  
 Working on Critical Facility Threat assessments.  

 
 
The next Public Health Preparedness meeting will be held Tuesday, January 10, 2011.  


