
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EL DORADO COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH PREPAREDNESS WORKGROUP 
MEETING MINUTES   

 
 

Date: August 9, 2011 
Time: 1:00 – 2:30 PM 
Location: EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES (EMS) AGENCY Conference Room 

 
I. APPROVAL OF MINUTES (Chris Weston)  
 Minutes of the June 14, 2011 PHP Workgroup Meeting were approved with changes and will be 
 posted to the PHP Preparedness Website, www.edcgov.us/publichealthpreparedness. 
 
II.  INTRODUCTIONS 
 
 Attendees: 
 

*Darcie Carpenter, Barton Health 
Phyllis Houser, El Dorado County Health Services Department, Public Health Preparedness 

 Suzanne Kuehn, Mother Lode Rehabilitation Enterprises, Inc. (MORE)  
 Pat Lahey, El Dorado County Health Services Department, Public Health Preparedness 
 Kristine Oase, El Dorado County Health Services Department, Public Health Preparedness 
 Candace Revaz, Marshall Medical Center  
 Chuck Newport, El Dorado County Health Services Department, Public Health Preparedness 
 Amy Valesco, El Dorado County Environmental Management Agency 
 Shane Marquardt, Alpine County Health and Human Services 
 Lynnan Svensson, El Dorado County Health Services Department, Public Health Nursing 
 Dan Wills, Grandpa’s Compounding Pharmacy 
 Chris Weston, El Dorado County Health Services Department, Public Health Preparedness  

 */and italic - indicates joined by telephone 
 

III. MEDICAL UPDATE 
 No medical update was given.  
 
IV. PRESENTATION: Disaster Healthcare Volunteers (Chuck Newport)   

Chuck gave an informative presentation on California’s Disaster Healthcare Volunteer (DHV) 
program.  DHV is a statewide database of medical and health volunteers that can be called upon 
in a disaster.  The system is managed locally with State oversight.  Brochures, FAQs, and a 
quick registration form were handed out.  The Power Point presentation is available upon 
request; please contact Chuck Newport at chuck.newport@edcgov.us for a copy.  
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V. ROUND TABLE 

 
 A. Alpine County (Shane Marquardt) 

 Alpine is currently wrapping up their grants from last year, including their Strategic 
National Stockpile Technical Assistance Review tool. 

 Shane will be attending the State Preparedness conference in Sacramento on August 10 
and 11. 

 
B. Public Health Preparedness (Kristine Oase)  

 Communications Drill with the Hospital Preparedness Program (HPP) partners was held 
on August 4.  The California Health Alert Network (CAHAN), HAvBED (bed polling), 
satellite phones and amateur radio were tested.  Additionally, Health Services tested a 
new online scheduling program.  Overall, the drill was successful; there are still some 
kinks to be worked out with the online scheduling program. 

 The first planning meeting for the Statewide Medical Health Exercise was held last week.  
The exercise will be on Thursday, November 17 and will be a scenario with a water 
disruption.  More information to follow. 

 
C.  Marshall Medical Center (Candace Revaz)   

 Marshall continues construction on their new wing.  However, OSHPOD keeps pushing 
back the date for the completion.  Current estimates are in September 2010. 

 They are working out some construction issues with the decontamination (decon) shower 
in the Emergency Department (ED). 

 Marshall is also working on their evacuation plans. 
 The ED has been very busy.  

 
D. Public Health Preparedness (Phyllis Houser)   

 Will have a quarterly California Health Alert Network (CAHAN) training in September in 
the EMS conference room.  Email Phyllis at phyllis.houser@edcgov.us if you would like to 
join the training.  

 
E. Marshall Medical Center (Carol Velasquez)  

 They have seen an increase in number of patients they are seeing in the ED compared to 
last year.  In July, they saw 300 more people than July 2010.  Anecdotally, many factors 
are contributing to this including loss of insurance, elderly folks waiting at home longer 
before seeking medical care, and they are seeing more mental health patients. 

 
F. Public Health Preparedness (Chuck Newport)  

 Working on the DHV Power Point and recruitment plan. 
 The Medical Reserve Corps (MRC) will have a CPR class this evening and a First Aid 

class in Sacramento next week. Many MRC volunteers will be working at the Capital Air 
Show in September. 

 
G. Public Health Preparedness (Pat Lahey) 

 Participated in the communications drill last week. 
 Participated in the Health Services Department’s Tdap clinics to vaccinate students in 7th-

12th grade with the pertussis vaccine so that they can go to school. 
 

H. Public Health Preparedness (Chris Weston)  
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 Grant Funds - Preparedness is funded by federal grants that come through the state. At 
this time, there is approximately a 16% decrease in funding from last year.  

 He will attend the State Preparedness Conference on August 10 and 11 to learn more 
about the grants for 11-12. 

 Preparedness now reports to the Health Officer, Dr. Kasirye. 
 Working on year-end reports and preparing for next year’s grants. 

 
I. Public Health Nursing (Lynnan Svensson) 

 Has been providing oversight of the Tdap clinics.  The clinic in Cameron Park had more 
students that anticipated based on previous clinics.  Walk in clinics are also occurring at 
the Public Health clinic.  The State recently signed in a 30 day grace period for the 
vaccination. 

 Babies and Kindergarteners are also required to get immunizations.  Cathy Dunbar, the 
Immunization Coordinator, has been busy assisting with those vaccinations. 

 
J. Mother Lode Rehabilitation Enterprises, Inc (MORE)  (Suzanne Kuehn)   

 They have been holding monthly disaster preparedness drills with their clients.  The 
clients are having fun with these drills.  Next month their drill will be based upon a flood 
scenario.  

 Suzanne also is on the Community Emergency Response Team (CERT).  They have a 
CERT training scheduled in September and have 40 people signed up for it. 

 
K. Environmental Management Department (EMD) PV (Amy Velasco) 

 Focusing on their workplan in the CDC grant since they have new staff working in the 
grant. 

 EMD is also conducting N-95 fit testing. 
 EMD staff are working to complete their required NIMS courses. 

 
L.   American Red Cross (Rita Grady) 

 Red Cross is currently restructuring.  The will fill the position vacated by Phil Davis and 
put out a recruitment for a position to coordinate emergency services in El Dorado, 
Alpine, and Amador counties. 

 During the November Statewide Exercise, the Red Cross collaborated with 2-1-1 and 
worked with the hospitals via EMTrack to help direct clients looking for loved ones in local 
hospitals to the correct hospital.  The Sheriff’s chaplaincy served as the notification 
agency of the deceased during the exercise. 

 
M. Grandpa’s Compounding Pharmacy (Dan Wills) 

 Grandpa’s Pharmacy can make medication from scratch. 
 Willing to serve as a partner in preparedness and in disasters.  Is looking for guidance on 

who to talk with about what they can do in a disaster, even if it’s “unofficial”. 
 He suggested bringing more pharmacists into the planning. 
 Chris will put Dan in touch with Dr. K. and encouraged him to continue coming to the 

Preparedness Workgroup meetings. 
 Dan was willing to send out the information on the DHV to his pharmacy contacts.  

 N. Barton Memorial Hospital (Darcie Carpenter) 
 Barton will participate in the November exercise. 
 Barton is working with OSHPD to get the second phase of their remodeling done.  They 

hope to have it completed by the end of the month. 
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The next Public Health Preparedness meeting will be held Tuesday, October 11, 2011.  


