
 

 EL DORADO COUNTY   

 HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES AGENCY 
 
  

Public Health Preparedness Workgroup 

January 8, 2013 

1:00 PM – 2:30 PM 

 

EMS Conference Room 

415 Placerville Drive, Suite J 

Placerville, CA  

  
I. WELCOME/INTRODUCTIONS (Kristine Oase Guth) 

Attendees:    

Karen Bender,  Bonnie Berndt, Brian Bresnahan, Henry Brzezinski, Matt Cathey, 

Lesley Coovelis, Glenda Decker, Kristine Oase Guth,  Phyllis Houser, Suzanne 

Kuehn, Pat Lahey, Marilyn Mignosa, Jamey Morgan, Candace Revaz, Jordana 

Ricaforte, Amy Velasco,   

Remotely:   

Rita Grady, Joan Kling, Shane Marquardt, Kim Mollet, Rodney Wright 

  

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES (Patricia Lahey) 

Minutes of the October 9, 2012, Public Health Preparedness Workgroup (PHPWG) 

meeting were discussed. Changes will be made and final minutes posted to the 

website, www.edcgov.us/publichealthpreparedness. 

 

III. MEDICAL UPDATE (Olivia Byron-Cooper, Epidemiologist) 

A. Public Health Officer  

El Dorado County may have a new Public Health Officer joining the staff in April.  

B. Flu  

This year’s flu outbreak is one of the worst in 10 years. The flu virus has already been 

reported Nationwide in 41 states – 29 of which are reporting high or “severe” levels. 

Hospitalizations are up 169% from the same period last year. People are encouraged 

to stay home when sick and get vaccinated.  

C. Norovirus  

Sporadic cases of Norovirus have occurred in El Dorado County. There is a short 

incubation period with symptoms including vomiting and diarrhea. The virus can 

survive on surfaces for up to one week. It’s important to practice good infection 

control including: proper hand hygiene, disinfecting with bleach solution, and 

wearing a mask when in contact with someone who has Norovirus. Stool samples are 

helpful to determine outbreak situations.  

D. Electronic CMR Reporting  

Public Health is working towards having providers report Confidential Morbidity 

Reports (CMRs) electronically through a system called CalREDIE. El Dorado County 

Public Health uses this system for their CMR reporting to the state. Marshall Medical 

has been working with Public Health on electronic reporting and Community Health 

Center is looking at using it. For more information contact Olivia Byron-Cooper: 

530-621-6374 or olivia.byron-cooper@edcgov.us.  

E. Biosense  

MINUTES 

http://www.edcgov.us/publichealthpreparedness
mailto:olivia.byron-cooper@edcgov.us


Public Health will be contacting hospitals about Syndromic Surveillance and 

Meaningful Use requirements. (The Medicare and Medicaid EHR Incentive Programs 

provide financial incentives for the “meaningful use” of certified EHR technology to 

improve patient care. To receive an EHR Incentive payment, providers have to show 

that they are “meaningfully using” their EHRs by meeting thresholds for a number of 

objectives. One of these objectives is to provide Syndromic Surveillance to Public 

Health Departments). Sacramento County applied for a regional grant to implement 

Biosense to meet this requirement. The software from CDC is free. A DUA (Data Use 

Agreement) is currently being looked at by our County Counsel. 

 

IV. PRESENTATION: LAKE HILLS FIRE DRILL– Matt Belleci, El Dorado Hills Fire 

 Department 

An excellent presentation was given by Matt Belleci on a multi-agency disaster exercise 

that was held in June 2012. The photographs and video coverage of the Lake Hills Fire 

exercise, as well as Matt’s explanation of the event portrayed the likeness to a real 

emergency. The drill demonstrated the importance of collaboration between agencies in 

helping our county be prepared for an actual wild fire. If you are interested in the videos 

that were shown during the presentation contact Pat Lahey: 530-621-7580 or 

patricia.lahey@edcgov.us.  

 

V. EXERCISES AND TRAININGS – Workgroup   tape 

A. Statewide Medical Health Exercise November 2012 Recap –  

 Several agencies participated. Various command centers were opened and HAM 

radio communications were tested during a communications outage scenario. 

Participants received lots of experience using HAM radios. OES also held an annual 

drill that occurs near the same time as the statewide exercise. OES activated their 

Emergency Operations Center (EOC) and were able to test their communications in 

response to the Public Health Emergency drill. Marshall Medical has Grab and Go 

antennas for their HAM radio staff.  There is an After Action Report that will be 

completed by late January that will be sent out for review. If anyone has lessons 

learned or corrective action they want included in the AAR send it to Kristine Oase 

Guth: kristine.oase-guth@edcgov.us. 

B. Quarterly Communications Drills –  

 February 7, 2013 - Will test CAHAN alert system, HAM radios, satellite phones, and 

GETS system (a priority phone service).  

C. Upcoming 

 Public Health will be holding a Long Term Care workshop this spring. A survey was 

mailed out requesting the best time to hold the workshop and topic ideas. 

 February 20, 2013 – Barton will host a virtual tabletop exercise with EMI. The 

scenario will be a wildland fire. Send an email to Rodney Wright: 

rwright@bartonhealth.org, if you would like to participate in the table top exercise.  

  

VI. GOOD OF THE ORDER - Workgroup 

A. Marshall Medical Center – Candace Revaz 

On January 14, beginning at 10 pm, Marshall will move into the new Emergency 

Room. They plan to be up and running on the morning of January 15. New patients 

will use the new ER after that time. Both ERs will run simultaneously until patients in 

the old ER are all discharged at which time they will completely close down the old 

ER.  Obstetrics will also be moving on January 14, beginning at 10 pm. 

B. Announcements 

mailto:patricia.lahey@edcgov.us
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 Pat will email the online self-registration that Matt and Jamey discussed to 

register cell phones for the countywide alert system. http://ready.edso.org/. 

 A survey will be sent out to group in the next few weeks asking about PHP 

Workgroup quarterly meetings, the frequency of the meetings and suggested 

training ideas.  

 Community flu clinics are finished. However, flu shots are available at the Public 

Health clinic by appointment in Placerville and South Lake Tahoe. The vaccine 

costs $10 but no one will be turned away due to cost.  

 

There was no other business to report.  

 

 

The next Public Health Preparedness Workgroup meeting will be held on April 9, 2013.  

 

http://ready.edso.org/

