
Mental Health Services Act (MHSA) 
Community Planning Process 

 
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 
 
General 
Q: What is the organizational structure of the Health and Human Services Agency (HHSA)? 
A: As of July 2013, the structure of HHSA is: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Community Planning Process and Plan Publication 
Q: What is the timing for the FY 13/14 MHSA Plan? 
A: The Community Planning Process is underway.  We anticipate the draft FY 13/14 MHSA Plan will be 

published in August and will go to the Board of Supervisors in late September or October.  The 
Innovation Plan will take longer to develop, and must be forwarded to the State for review and 
approval after it is approved by the Board of Supervisors.   These dates are estimated and subject to 
change.  

 
Q: When is community input needed by? 
A: Input on each MHSA document is identified on each MHSA document (usually the first page).  

However, even if there is not a current document or process underway to comment upon, your 
input about the mental health needs and programs in our county is welcome at any time.  We don’t 
want to limit your feedback to just specific documents or certain times of the year. 

 
Input may be emailed to MHSA@edcgov.us, or sent via regular mail to:  MHSA Project Team, El 
Dorado County, Health and Human Services Agency, 670 Placerville Drive, Suite 1B, Placerville, CA 
95667. 

 
 
MHSA Services and Funding 
 
Q: Is substance addiction (drug or alcohol) considered a mental illness? 
A: Each client is assessed on an individual basis to determine a diagnosis and treatment plan specific to 

their needs.  Some clients may receive a “dual diagnosis”, consisting of a diagnosis of both substance 
abuse and mental illness (also known as co-occurring disorders). 
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Q: Does the Alcohol and Drug Program receive mental health funding? 
A: The Alcohol and Drug Program (ADP) recently moved its operations from under the Public Health 

Division to the Mental Health Division.  The Alcohol and Drug Program continues to maintain its own 
funding sources and does not directly receive MHSA funding. 

 
Q: How much funding is available for MHSA in FY 13/14? 
A: The State no longer provides counties with an annual allocation notice.  Instead, all funds deposited 

into the State’s Mental Health Services Fund from tax revenues are disbursed to counties on a 
monthly basis.  Counties therefore must develop budgets on estimated MHSA revenues, relying 
upon previous years actual revenues and future revenue estimates developed by the State and 
analysts who work closely with statewide MHSA organizations.  

 
As of June 2013, it is estimated that El Dorado County will receive the following MHSA funding in 
FY 13/14: 
 
Community Services and Supports (CSS) $ 4,000,000 
Prevention and Early Intervention (PEI)  1,000,000 
Innovation (INN)  250,000 
Total $ 5,250,000 

 
Q: Is any of the MHSA funding available for new programs in FY 13/14? 
A: Public input as to the under-served and/or unmet mental health needs of El Dorado County will 

drive the determination as to which programs are included in the FY 13/14 MHSA Plan.  If the public 
expresses the preference to expand all current MHSA programs, there may not be MHSA funding 
available for new programs in FY 13/14.  If the public expresses a preference to continue services at 
the same level, or to reduce or eliminate specific services, there would be MHSA funding available 
for new programs in FY 13/14.   
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