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COUNTY OF EL DORADO 
   Airports, Parks & Grounds 


Michael Gray, Manager  
3000 Fairlane Ct. Ste 1 
Placerville, CA  95667 


(530) 621-5864 FAX (530) 295-2540 


 
RIVER MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE (RMAC) 


UNAPPROVED DRAFT MEETING MINUTES 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 20, 2003 


 
Members Present: Mike Bean, Bill Deitchman, Harry Mercado, Mannie Shaffer, Scott 
Underwood  
County staff:  Mike Gray, Jeff Novak - Parks Division 
   
1. Call To Order 


 The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. 
 


2. Adoption Of Agenda 
The agenda was adopted as presented.   


 
3. Approval Of July 2003 Meeting Minutes 


The draft minutes were approved as presented. 
 
4. Public Comments 


None 
 
5. Action Items 


A. Revisit March action regarding commercial access at American River Resort. 
Jeff Novak summarized the discussion at the July 30 RMAC meeting on this issue.  He related the 
opinions of Jon Osgood of American Whitewater Expeditions and Pat Fisher of South Bay River 
Runners, who support commercial take-outs at the resort at higher flows.  Mike Bean restated his 
rationale for his concern with the safety of boaters running Trouble Maker at higher flows if 
commercial boats are also attempting to take-out below the rapid.  Annette Zin, the resort’s 
manager, said kayakers sneak through the property and tell resort employees they must leave the 
river due to dropping water levels.  Harry Mercado indicated he had gone to the resort and 
observed no problems with commercial take-outs at water levels of 1500 cfs.  Both he and John 
Fonseca asked whether the resort owner was interested in opening the resort to take-outs by 
private boaters.  A short discussion of the cost and difficulty of revising Special Use Permits 
ensued.  The Chair brought the discussion back to the issue of commercial take-outs at higher 
flows, and RMAC members indicated they did not want to amend the recommendation made at 
the last meeting. 
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B. Recommendation on regulating amplified noise in the Coloma area 
Chair Mannie Shaffer introduced the item.  He provided a summary of the comments made by 
resident John Fonseca and the committee’s discussion of noise at the last RMAC meeting.  Beach 
View resident Tinker Akers expressed her frustration with night-time noise, and said that on some 
nights there had been four different bands playing at various locations in the Coloma valley.  Chair 
Shaffer provided a summary of the County’s noise regulations, noting there was no uniform 
regulation that applied to amplified music.  The owners of the Coloma Club and the Sierra Nevada 
House indicated that there was no ordinance restricting amplified music on their property.   
 
General discussion of the comparative noise generated by outdoor vs. indoor music followed.  Ms. 
Akers said the issue with outdoor music was the direction faced by the musicians coupled with 
owner control of the music’s volume.  The owners of Coloma Resort, the Faitas, indicated that 
beginning in 2003, they no longer allowed amplification of sound for their campground events.  
Annette Zin, the manager of American River Resort, said the property’s buildings had added 
soundproofing material in 2002, and the County had been monitoring noise levels on the property.  
She asked for concessions from area residents during the peak season, stating the existing system 
places residents’ needs above business needs.  Several viewpoints on whose rights should take 
precedence were offered by people attending the meeting.  Mike Bean observed that because 
different vendors have different rules, the lack of consistency makes enforcement difficult.  He said 
the County needs to simplify its approach, and establish a set of rules to cover all noise in Coloma. 
 Several residents said that any regulations should account for the influence of the valley’s 
topography on the way noise carries.   
 
Howard Penn offered to continue working through the issue through a community discussion. 
RMAC members offered several approaches to the potential roles of RMAC and the Planning 
Department in developing a comprehensive approach to the noise issue.  Jeff Novak indicated he 
thought Mr. Penn’s offer may offer the most effective short-term solution to the noise issue.   
 
Bill Deitchman asked for clarification of the information on one the handouts, the noise standards 
proposed by the Draft No Project and 1996 General Plan Alternative.  He asked whether anyone 
at the meeting would object to the concept of no outside amplified music after 10pm.  There were 
no objections to the concept, but several exceptions to the rule were offered.  Ms. Zin indicated 
she supported a valley-wide approach, and not one that targeted only campgrounds.  The merits of 
gathering noise data during the remainder of the 2003 season were discussed. 
 
Scott Underwood suggested the community should first approach Supervisor Paine, and work 
through him to achieve goals.  He cautioned against the creation of an unenforceable noise 
standard.  He indicated a preference for a consensus process to find out what the community 
wants.  Other RMAC members supported a consensus process.  Harry Mercado noted that it may 
take years for the County to adopt a new General Plan and subsequent noise ordinance.  Manny 
Shaffer indicated his belief that Supervisor Paine would listen to the substantial community interest 
in resolving the noise issue. 
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Discussion turned to setting up the community noise forum.  Valerie Jensen, owner of the Coloma 
Club, suggested that the local business owners may be able to agree on something.   She indicated 
she would work with Marco’s to form an offer to propose at the community forum.  There was 
general agreement by both RMAC and the public that it is important to move ahead jointly, 
involving the commercial businesses, campgrounds, residents, the Coloma Lotus Valley 
Community Association, the Chamber of Commerce, and RMAC.  There were several comments 
in favor of RMAC taking the lead on this issue, as long as the proposals include the entire Coloma 
Valley, and not be confined to property related to whitewater recreation.  Scott Underwood noted 
that RMAC’s membership includes a number of interests and the committee’s approach is 
consensus-based.   
 
Mannie Shaffer indicated he would like to keep Supervisor Paine informed of this process.  He 
requested staff in notify Mr. Paine the  CLVCA, Chamber of Commerce and RMAC would like 
to work together to address the issue, and may seek his support for a forth-coming set of 
recommendations.  Mike Bean requested clarification of whether RMAC will set the noise 
meetings as part of its regular meeting schedule.  There was consensus the noise meetings would be 
scheduled apart from regular RMAC meetings.  After some discussion, July 27, 2003 was set as 
the date for the community noise meeting.  Candy Bliss from the Chamber of Commerce suggested 
someone be delegated the responsibility of drafting the agenda.  Harry Mercado volunteered to 
draft the agenda.  She also suggested the community be informed of the “tone” of the meeting; 
there is agreement a noise problem exists and further testimony on this point is not necessary.  She 
requested the agenda include a statement of what attendees will try to accomplish at the meeting. 
  
There were additional requests to locate noise monitoring equipment in order to obtain noise data 
during 2003.  Mike Gray suggested staff could research noise regulations adopted in different 
venues, and bring the information back to RMAC.            
  


6. River Supervisor’s monthly report 
Jeff Novak distributed a handout summarizing preliminary river use data in 2003.  He indicated the 
data reveals several things: river use in 2003 is very close to 2002 levels; outfitters did not respond 
to the higher dam releases later in the day by delaying the start of their trips on the gorge;  private 
boaters, although often waiting until close to noon to launch, still do no wait until later in the day to 
run the gorge.  He stated that although river use is still concentrated to the first two hours of the 
daily release, there have not been consequences through the River Management Plan’s carrying 
capacity strategy because overall use numbers have remained low.  Mike Bean commented that 
boaters’ response to various flow regimes might influence releases negotiated through SMUD’s 
relicensing process.  He thought private boaters were still wary of short releases, and did not want 
to chance running the gorge late in the day.  He asked whether outfitters had been informed of this 
year’s experimental flow regime.  Scott Underwood said the outfitters know of the split release, but 
due to a number of factors they were not motivated to use the additional water and did not as a 
whole decide to shift their use to take advantage of the split flows.   
Jeff Novak informed RMAC that SMUD plans on conducting its whitewater boating flow studies 
on the Slab Creek section of the South Fork in November.  He indicated American Whitewater 







August 30, 2003 
Draft meeting minutes 


Page 5 


would probably select the people to be involved in the flow study. 
 
Hilde Schweitzer inquired whether any of the carrying capacity triggers had been hit this year.  Jeff 
Novak replied no, with the lower overall use, peak boat density on the gorge was about 240 boats 
in two hours, well below the 300 boat threshold. 
   


7. Committee Member Comments - +none 
 
8. Adjournment – 9:45 pm 


 








 


 


  


COUNTY OF EL DORADO 
   Airports, Parks & Grounds 


Michael Gray, Manager  
3000 Fairlane Ct. Ste 1 
Placerville, CA  95667 


(530) 621-5864 FAX (530) 295-2540 


 
RIVER MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE (RMAC) 


UNAPPROVED DRAFT MEETING MINUTES 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 30, 2003 


 
Members Present: Mike Bean, Bill Deitchman, Harry Mercado, Mannie Shaffer, Scott 
Underwood  
County staff:  Jeff Novak - Parks Division 
   
1. Call To Order/Introduction Of New Member Harry Mercado 


The meeting was called to order at 7:15 p.m. 
 


2. Election Of Chair And Vice-Chair For One-Year Terms 
On a motion by Scottt Underwood, seconded by Bill Deitchman, and carried unanimously, 
Mannie Shaffer was elected Chair.  On a motion by Scott Underwood, seconded by Bill 
Deitchman, and carried unanimously, Mike Bean was elected Vice-Chair. 


 
3. Adoption Of Agenda 


The agenda was adopted as presented.   
 
4. Approval Of March 2003 Meeting Minutes 


The draft minutes were approved as presented. 
 
5. Public Comments 


John Fonseca inquired whether there has been any progress on the amplified music noise issue.  
He noted County Planner Gina Hunter, as a result of the 2002 annual review process, was going 
to draft a letter to the Planning Commission expressing RMAC’s views on amplified music.    
Committee members discussed avenues for making progress.  There was agreement that the 
County should investigate an approach taken at Lake Tahoe, and create a specific area boundary 
for the Coloma valley.  The present Quiet Zone was suggested as the beginning point for an area 
boundary.  Property within one-mile on each side of the river through the Quiet Zone would be 
included in the specific area.  RMAC requested the noise issue be placed on the August agenda, 
when the committee would define the specific area and noise standards within the area.  Jeff 
Novak indicated he would obtain Craven Alcott’s input on the appropriate process to pursue. 
Members considered holding a workshop meeting on August 13, or working on a proposed map 
in a serial approach.  Jeff Novak indicated that a workshop with two or more members present or 
the serial approach would require a notice of a public meeting.  Members decided to work on the 
noise issue at the next scheduled meeting, August 20.  Jeff Novak was asked to notify the 
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Coloma-Lotus Chamber of Commerce of the August 20 meeting.       
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6. Information Items  
 A. 2003 river use trends and comparison to the carrying capacity thresholds. 
 There was no discussion of this agenda item. 
  
7. Action Items 
 A. Revisit March action regarding commercial access at American River Resort. 
 Mike Bean described safety issues at Trouble Maker rapid at higher flows.  The safety of other 


boaters running the rapid should be the primary concern when forming river access policy, and not 
whether the two outfitters have guides with enough skill to take-out there at higher flows.  Harry 
Mercado cautioned that day-use put-ins could attract more people using “rubber duckies” to the 
Coloma-Greenwood run.  Other members indicated the demand for day use take-outs by 
kayakers is high, but demand for put-ins is low. 


 
 There was general discussion on the County process for modifying Special Use Permits, the 


Planning Department’s campground inspection program, and the river access policy at Marshall 
Gold State Historic Park. 


 
 Scott Underwood motioned, and Harry Mercado seconded the motion, to table the agenda item 


until next month’s meeting.  RMAC asked Jeff Novak to invite the two affected outfitters to the 
August meeting.  The input of the River Safety Committee was also requested by RMAC. 


         
 B. Recommendation on disposition of River Use Permits on inactive status . 
 Jeff Novak described the sections of the River Management Plan related to permits and  inactive 
status.  He indicated there are two outfitters that have been inactive for more than  the one year 
allowed by the plan.  He provided a time-line of one of the two outfitter’s  efforts to sell his South 
 Fork business.  Novak requested RMAC’s advice on a fair process  for administrating these 
 permits.  He proposed initiating a final yearly date for applications  of May 1. 
 
 Scott Underwood stated he thought one year was too short a time period to sell an outfitting 
 business in the current economy.  He said this would be particularly true of outfitters with a 
 small user day allocation.  He said the number of customers industry-wide this year was  down 
30% from the long-term average, revealing a systemic long-run issue.  He indicated  the County 
system should allow for two inactive years; the outfitter would have to give a  good reason for 
inactivity in the third year or would lose the permit.  He also thinks the  County should apply part of the 
user day fee to advertise boating on the South Fork.  Harry  Mercado said the County should look 
for additional ways to promote the industry. 
 
 Jeff Novak explained the River Management Plan presently allows for one year inactive  status, 
which could be followed by a year in which, if the outfitter does not apply for permit  renewal, the 
permit would be administratively denied by the County.  He said the Plan  allows for outfitters 
whose permits have been denied or revoked to reapply the following  year, which would meet the 
idea of allowing for two years inactive status.  RMAC  members had a consensus opinion that if a 
permit is denied or revoked in the third year because of the failure of the outfitter to apply for permit 
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renewal, the permit’s allocation should be retained by the County.    
 
8. Update on prior meeting topics No discussion on this item. 
 
9. Committee Member Comments None. 
 
10.  Adjournment Meeting adjourned at 10:00 pm   


 








  


COUNTY OF EL DORADO 
   Airports, Parks & Grounds 


Michael Gray, Manager  
3000 Fairlane Ct. Ste 1 
Placerville, CA  95667 


(530) 621-5864 FAX (530) 295-2540 


 
RIVER MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE (RMAC) 


UNAPPROVED DRAFT MEETING MINUTES 
 
Coloma-Lotus First Station 
5122 Fire House Road, Lotus, CA 
Wednesday, March 19, 2003 
7:00 p.m. 
 
Members Present: Mike Bean, Bill Deitchman, Mannie Shaffer, Scott Underwood  
Members Absent: Mike Cohen, who has submitted a resignation letter   
County staff:  Jeff Novak - Parks Division 
  Jim Browne - Sheriff’s Office  


 
 
 


1. CALL TO ORDER: 7:15 p.m. 
 
2. ADOPTION OF AGENDA: The proposed agenda was adopted without changes.   
 
3. APPROVAL OF JANUARY 2003 MEETING MINUTES:  The draft minutes were approved 


without changes. 
 
4. PUBLIC COMMENTS: None. 
 
5. ACTION ITEM A:  RMAC recommendation on the continued use of American River Resort for commercial 
 boating access. 
 
 Mike Bean pointed out the disparity between the River Management Plan elements that encourage 


the development of public river access facilities and the conditions of the revised Special Use Permit 
(SUP) for American River Resort the prohibit public day use access.  He gave several reasons private 
boaters consider the resort a desirable access point.  He acknowledged the owner’s rights to decide 
how the property should be managed, but felt the County’s policies prevented him from choosing 
whether to allow public day use access to the property.  He indicated that he could not support 
continued commercial river access from the resort because the County had not provided any 
mitigation for the loss of this public access point. 


 
 Committee members discussed the river access conditions attached to various Special Use Permit 


holders in the area.  There was general support for the view that additional public access points 
would ameliorate quiet zone and Highway 49 bridge nuisance issues.  Jeff Novak explained the 
resort’s SUP revision was a trade-off that allowed increased commercial overnight camping capacity 
and removed the public’s ability to use the resort for day use purposes.  The trade-off was required 
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because of the Planning Department’s concern with the resort’s sewage treatment capacity and 
traffic issues.  Stating


  that the sewage system’s size was based on seasonal use, Scott Underwood thought the 
Planning Commission should be asked to consider setting a maximum number of day users for 
the resort and allow private boater access within that maximum number.   


 
 RMAC members then discussed the County’s process for revising Special Use Permits.  Jeff 


Novak stated the property owner would have to apply for a revision to the SUP; staff alone 
cannot recommend any revisions.  The Planning Director decides whether the revisions would 
be classified as minor or major.  Scott Underwood noted the system brings a huge cost 
disincentive for major SUP revisions because the applicant would be required to meet current 
planning standards.  John Fonseca asked whether the public review for the SUP revision had 
considered the bottleneck created at the Highway 49 bridge by the combined removal of public 
day use access and the policies at Marshall Gold State Historic Park.  Members asked for 
information on the portion of the resort’s capacity utilized by the two outfitters based there.  
Scott Underwood thought there might be carrying capacity issues on six days in a year; the 
access policy unnecessarily reduces public access. 


 
 RMAC members requested staff prepare a memo that notes their concerns: 1) The SUP 


revisions which eliminated public day use access has resulted in increased boater use in the 
Quiet Zone and increase use of the Highway 49 bridge; 2) the SUP conditions are contrary to 
the policies of the RMP, which support a public take-out facility at the start of the quiet zone; 
3) the existing use of the resort for take-outs by kayakers demonstrates strong demand for this 
resort as an  access point; 4) there is also strong demand for river access through this resort 
during the winter months.  Mike Bean restated his view that to serve the public interest, the 
River Management Plan policies support additional access points along the river.   


 
 Bill Deitchman proposed a recommendation to allow private boater use at the resort within a 


numeric capacity on a trial basis.  The County could assess impacts during the trial period.  He 
asked for clarification on the driving issues for the SUP’s capacity and whether there have been 
complaints or concerns from the resort’s neighbors.  Jeff Novak replied the issues were septic 
capacity and traffic impacts, and he was not aware of complaints about day use by boaters.  
Mike Bean supported a change in the SUP conditions to a capacity-based terminology, 
replacing the existing conditions based on private versus commercial use.  He noted that the 
owner should have the right to choose the mix of private and commercial visitors, and private 
boaters had access rights prior to 1999. 


 
 Motion:  Bill Deitchman;  Second:  Mike Bean 


 RMAC supports a revision of American River Resort’s Special Use Permit conditions on facility use to 
be capacity-based, i.e. numeric limits, and no longer prohibit non-commercial boater day use when the 
number of day use and overnight campers are within the numeric capacities. 


 Motion passes with all ayes.  
 
 Scott Underwood then made a motion to approach the managers of Marshall Gold State 


Historic Park to open discussions on the park’s take-out policies.  Mike Bean suggested RMAC 
revisit that issue when the new park superintendent comes on board later in 2003.  Motion 
died due to lack of a second. 


   
 
 
6. DISCUSSION ITEM A: River Trust Fund Budget for fiscal year 2003/2004. 
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 Jeff Novak distributed a sheet containing information on the River Trust Fund balance and 


proposed budget for fiscal year 2003/2004.  He indicated that staff plans a budget around a 
projection of 60,000 annual commercial user days.  Scott Underwood stated that the projection 
may be optimistic, as bookings in 2003 are down 30-50% from bookings during early 2002.  
Jeff Novak related the County Administrative Officer’s requirement that proposed budgets be 
10% lower than fiscal year 2002/2003 adopted budgets.  Novak said the proposed operations 
budget of $114,000 is 14% less than the adopted 2002/2003 budget.  He indicated the River 
Trust Fund also has a proposed administrative outlay of $24,000 in 2003/2004.  He 
acknowledged the proposed administrative outlay was not reduced 10% from the adopted 
2002/2003 amount of $22,000.   


 
 Mannie Shaffer noted that the bottom line will be there are no funds for capital expenditures in 


fiscal year 2003/2004.  Jeff Novak said there were three outstanding issues with the proposed 
budget.  First, will the $30,000 loan from the General Plan to the River Trust Fund be repaid 
this year?  The Board’s action on the loan several years ago set the loan payback date in fiscal 
year 2003/2003.  Second, will the administrative outlay be allowed to increase over last year’s 
adopted amount of $22,000?  Lastly, it does not appear likely that Parks will hire a third 
seasonal river patroller in 2003. 


 
 Discussion turned to the reasons for the apparent decline in rafting popularity in California and 


throughout the United States in recent years.  Scott Underwood thought that numerous factors 
were lined up against rafting in 2001, and it make take several years to recover from that 
season.  He referred to a report on California tourism in 2002, which cited economic reasons 
for a 35% decline in California tourism in 2002.  He offered that it may have reached the point 
where the County should be promoting rafting on the South Fork.      


   
7. INFORMATION ITEM A: Board of Supervisors approves waiver of Ordinance Code 12.64.040 to 


allow the Sheriff’s Dept. to conduct personal watercraft training on the South Fork. 
 
 Sgt. Browne said the Sheriff’s Dept. will coordinate with Pacific Gas & Electric on releases 


from Chili Bar dam that will facilitate training on the river at the Nugget Campground. 
  
 B:  Board of Supervisors denies appeal of the approval of Special Use Permit S02-16/Varinace V02-04 


for the Chili Bar Slate Mine. 
 
 Jeff Novak informed the committee that the Planning Commission had approved the Special 


Use Permit and adopted several conditions of approval.  Steven Proe appealed the Planning 
Commission’s approval to the Board of Supervisors, with the rationale that the approval would 
be contrary to the scenic highway designation for Highway 193 and the proposed outdoor 
lighting violated County standards.  Novak indicated the Board denied the appeal, approved 
the Special Use Permit and adopted several conditions related to the lighting issue. 


  
8. COMMITTEE MEMBERS COMMENTS: Mike Bean informed the committee members 
of  Caltrans proposed safety improvement project on Highway 49 between the South Fork bridge 
 and Marshall Road. 
 


Jeff Novak indicated County Parks is attempting to work with Caltrans to improve pedestrian 
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access to the river from the downstream side of the Highway 49 right-of-way at the bridge.  
The County has existing trail grant monies from the state, a contract in place with the 
California Conservation Corp, and needs permission from Caltrans to improve the footpath 
down to the riverbank.  


 
9. ADJOURNMENT: 8:30 pm 


 








  


COUNTY OF EL DORADO 
   Airports, Parks & Grounds 


Michael Gray, Manager  
3000 Fairlane Ct. Ste 1 
Placerville, CA  95667 


(530) 621-5864 FAX (530) 295-2540 
 


RIVER MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE (RMAC) 
Meeting Notice 


 
Location: Marshall Gold State Historic Park Museum building 
  310 Back Street, Coloma, CA 
Date:  Wednesday, October 15, 2003 
Time:  7:00-9:00 p.m. 


 
AGENDA 


 
1. Call To Order 
 
2. Adoption Of Agenda 
 
3. Discussion Items 


A. Chili Bar Improvement Project.  
B.  Public comments on whitewater recreation issues during 2003. 
 


4. Action Items 
A. RMAC letter of support for Habitat Conservation Fund Program Grant Application. 
B. RMAC comments to the Planning Commission regarding River Management Plan. 


implementation in 2003 and recommendations for 2004. 
 


5. River Supervisor’s monthly report: 
 Request by Supervisor Paine to explore a drug testing policy for whitewater guides.  
 
6. Committee Member Comments 
 
7. Adjournment    


 
Posted October 10, 2003 
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   COUNTY OF EL DORADO 
        General Services Department 


 
Airports, Parks & Grounds 


3000 Fairlane Court Suite 1 
Placerville, CA  95667 


(530) 621-5349 FAX (530) 295-2540 
 


River Management Advisory Committee (RMAC) 
 
Coloma-Lotus First Station 
5122 Fire House Road, Lotus, CA 
Tuesday, January 21, 2003 
7:00 p.m. 
 
Members Present: Mike Bean, Bill Deitchman, Mannie Shaffer  
Members Absent: Mike Cohen, Scott Underwood 
County staff:  Mike Gray and Jeff Novak, Parks Division 
  Gina Hunter, Planning Department 


 
MEETING MINUTES  


 
1. CALL TO ORDER: 7:05 p.m 
 
2. ADOPTION OF AGENDA: The proposed agenda was adopted without   
 
3. APPROVAL OF NOVEMBER 2002 MEETING MINUTES:  


John Fonseca questioned whether RMAC made the time-specific campground noise 
recommendation stated on page 3 of the minutes.  He thought that there had been consensus, 
but no motion on the issue that was time-specific.  Bill Deitchman confirmed that he had made 
the motion presented in the minutes.  Jeff Novak indicated that at its December 12 meeting, the 
Planning Commission directed the Planning Department to further analyze the campground 
noise issue. The Commission will consider this issue at a future public hearing.  Gina Hunter 
provided additional information on the Commission’s discussion of the noise issue and special 
events held on properties with Special Use Permits.  The minutes were approved as presented. 


 
4. PUPLIC COMMENTS: None 
 
5. INFORMATION ITEM A: Planning Commission December 12, 2002 recommendations on 


the River Management Plan 2002 annual report. 
Jeff Novak said that he had provided the Commissioners a summary of the campground noise, 
illegal outfitters and the Highway 49 bridge issues raised by the public at last fall’s RMAC 
meetings.  At the December meeting, Commissioner Machado advocated a revised outfitter 
permit application fee schedule that would require outfitters to pay a fee for each component 
permit.  Novak related the Commission’s only direction to staff as an outcome of the report: to 
further analyze the application fee issue.  Hilde Schweitzer asked several questions about the 
forthcoming fee analysis.   
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Unapproved draft minutes 


Gina Hunter summarized the Commission’s actions on the campground inspection report.  She 
indicated the Planning Dept.’s goal has been to get every Special Use Permit holder into 
compliance with their permit.  Mike Bean asked for clarification on the action on Chili Bar’s 
permit, which Ms. Hunter provided.   
 
John Fonseca noted an error in the minutes of the Commission’s meeting that pertained to the 
RMAC recommendation on institutional group registration.  Jeff Novak stated that he would 
inform the Commission’s Secretary of the error in the minutes.  Novak then related the County 
Counsel’s opinion that since the large group and institutional group registration processes were 
adopted as mitigation measures, any changes to those processes would require a “statement of 
findings” through the CEQA process.  


 
6. ACTION ITEM A:  Application for Special Use Permit S 02-42 by All Outdoors, Inc. 


Jeff Novak first summarized the information in the staff memo to RMAC.  Next, Gina Hunter 
next gave an overview of the County’s review and approval process. All Outdoors representative 
Stuart Hornsby then discussed: All Outdoors’ approach to the property; the main features of the 
project; the proposed site design; the plan for vehicle parking and movement of customers on 
the site; the operations and vehicle maintenance areas; the concept for river access from the site; 
and the willingness to incorporate trail and bike route elements into the design.  The committee 
members and public followed the presentation with several comments and questions.  There 
were several questions pertaining to parking and traffic issues. Mike Bean disagreed with the 
analysis of no traffic impacts in the application.  Gina Hunter stated that a traffic study will be 
required by the applicant.     
 
Hilde Schweitzer asked whether this type of property development is allowed in the Quiet Zone. 
She thought the project would change river use patterns which would cause impacts.  Matt 
Perry, a property owner across the river from the proposed site, voiced his concern with the  
potential impacts on the riparian zone and nesting river otters from a large rafting operation, and 
potential impacts on his property from noise, smoke and dust that could be generated on the All 
Outdoors property.  He requested All Outdoors to manage their customers’ use of the river area 
before and after river trips. He also distributed a set of printed comments on the proposed 
project to the applicant and the committee.  Mr. Hornsby informed the committee that the 
project’s impacts to the riparian zone would be minimized due to the requirement for a 
streambed alteration agreement with State Fish and Game.  Ms. Hunter requested that the 
Planning Department be informed of any conditions or mitigation measures attached to the 
agreement. 
 
Bill Deitchman indicated that he thought the site plan should include vegetative screening 
between the parking area and Lotus Road.  A discussion of the potential for a Class I bike trail 
along the property’s frontage with Lotus Road ensued 
 
RMAC members requested the project’s environmental document be circulated to the 
committee for review and comment prior to the Planning Commission hearing on the 
application.  
 


7. COMMITTEE MEMBERS COMMENTS: None. 
 
8. ADJOURNMENT: 8:50 pm  
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   COUNTY OF EL DORADO 
        General Services Department 


 
Airports, Parks & Grounds 


3000 Fairlane Court Suite 1 
Placerville, CA  95667 


(530) 621-5349 FAX (530) 295-2540 
 


River Management Advisory Committee (RMAC) 
 
Coloma-Lotus First Station 
5122 Fire House Road, Lotus, CA 
Tuesday, February 18, 2003 
7:00 p.m. 
 
Members Present: Mike Bean, Bill Deitchman, Mannie Shaffer, Scott Underwood  
Members Absent: Mike Cohen, who has submitted a resignation letter   
County staff:  Jeff Novak - Parks Division 
  Jim Browne, Jim Byars – Sheriff’s Office  


 
MEETING MINUTES  


 
1. CALL TO ORDER: 7:05 p.m. 
 
2. ADOPTION OF AGENDA: The proposed agenda was adopted without changes.   
 
3. APPROVAL OF JANUARY 2003 MEETING MINUTES:  The draft minutes were 


approved without changes. 
 
4. PUPLIC COMMENTS: None. 
 
6. ACTION ITEM A:  Recommendation on a request by the Sheriff’s Dept. for a temporary 


waiver of Ordinance Code 12.64.040 which prohibits the operation of any motorboat on the 
South Fork.   
Deputy Jim Byars  


  
7. COMMITTEE MEMBERS COMMENTS: None. 
 
8. ADJOURNMENT: 8:50 pm 
 
1.  


 
    
 


9. ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m.   
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Unapproved draft minutes 
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COUNTY OF EL DORADO 
   Airports, Parks & Grounds 


Michael Gray, Manager  
3000 Fairlane Ct. Ste 1 
Placerville, CA  95667 


(530) 621-5864 FAX (530) 295-2540 


 
RIVER MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE (RMAC) 


Meeting Notice 
 
Coloma-Lotus First Station 
5122 Fire House Road, Lotus, CA 
Wednesday, July 30, 2003 
7:00 p.m. 


 
AGENDA 


 
1. Call To Order/Introduction Of New Member Harry Mercado 


 
2. Election Of Chair And Vice-Chair For One-Year Terms 
 
3. Adoption Of Agenda 
 
4. Approval Of March 2003 Meeting Minutes 
 
5. Public Comments 
 
6. Information Items  
 A. 2003 river use trends and comparison to the carrying capacity thresholds. 
  
7. Action Items 
 A. Revisit March action regarding commercial access at American River Resort. 
 B. Recommendation on disposition of River Use Permits on inactive status. 
 
8. Update on prior meeting topics  
 
9. Committee Member Comments 
 
10.  Adjournment    


 
Posted July 22, 2003 


 
 








  


COUNTY OF EL DORADO 
   Airports, Parks & Grounds 


Michael Gray, Manager  
3000 Fairlane Ct. Ste 1 
Placerville, CA  95667 


(530) 621-5864 FAX (530) 295-2540 


 
RIVER MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE (RMAC) 


Meeting Notice 
 
Coloma-Lotus First Station 
5122 Fire House Road, Lotus, CA 
Wednesday, August 20, 2003 
7:00 p.m. 


 
AGENDA 


 
1. Call To Order 
 
2. Adoption Of Agenda 
 
3. Approval Of July 2003 Meeting Minutes 
 
4. Public Comments 
 
5. Action Items 
 A. Revisit March action regarding commercial access at American River Resort. 
 B. Recommendation on regulating amplified noise in the Coloma area. 
 
6. River Supervisor’s monthly report 
 
7. Committee Member Comments 
 
8. Adjournment    


 
Posted August 11, 2003 


 
 





