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6. Business & Industry

 Measurement of local economic performance can be 
performed through the analysis of business data by industry 
or occupation, including sales, jobs, earnings, and wages.  
This industry-level data provides details not available from 
aggregate measures of income and employment.  The local 
industry structure and how it changes through time reveals 
much about the health of both the economy and the indi-
vidual industries of which it is composed.  Relative expan-
sion of an industry sector is indicated by growth rates in 
excess of the average for the economy.  Similar information 
is provided by industry-level employment data. Individual 
industry importance may be important to those looking to 
start or expand a business, those seeking funding through 
grants, or those seeking employment.

 Total taxable sales in El Dorado County decreased 
slightly in 2007, compared to a slight increase in California.  
The city of South Lake Tahoe saw a decrease of 1 percent 
in  total taxable sales, while the city of Placerville saw an 
6 percent decrease between 2007 and 2007.  El Dorado 
County is home to many small businesses, with most 
of them consisting of one to four employees, similar to 
the trends of California.  Based on the reported data, 
the services sector accounted for the largest percentage 
of businesses in 2007, while the construction sector, the 
government and public administration sector, the finance, 
insurance, and real estate sector, and the retail sector were 
all significant contributors to the county’s total earnings in 
2007. 
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Overview
 The taxable sales indicator is the value of all transac-
tions subject to sales and use tax in California. Collected 
and published by the California Board of Equalization, 
sales and use taxes are imposed on the sale and use of 
tangible personal property.  Total taxable sales do not 
necessarily reflect the gross sales of retail businesses because 
not all transactions are subject to sales and use tax, includ-
ing nonprepared food items, prescription medicines, and 
services, whether or not the service is tied to the sale of a 
taxed product. 

 Taxable sales generate a substantial amount of 
income for local and state governments; however, rather 
than reflecting the revenue earned by a local government, 
taxable sales act as a gauge for consumer spending and local 
economic performance.  Compared with total population, 
this is a helpful indicator for retail businesses to measure 
the potential for additional sales volume in a certain area.  
Changes in taxable sales are a measure of changes in both 
local government revenue and the economic health of the 
area.

 In 2005, California’s taxable sales increased for the 
twelfth consecutive year.  The transactions that incurred 
sales and use tax totaled $536 billion. This figure was an 
increase of almost 10.2 percent in taxable sales from 2004.  
Taxable sales by retail stores in California climbed to $375 
billion, or a 10.1 percent increase during the same time 
period. 

NOTE: There is a lag time of one year and one quarter in 
the availability of the following data.

El Dorado County 
 In 2007, total taxable sales in El Dorado County 
were almost $1.9 billion, and retail sales made up 69 per-
cent of that total. Retail sales made up 69 percent of total 
taxable sales in California in 2007 as well. Between 1997 

and 2007, the city of South Lake Tahoe saw a 39 percent 
increase in total sales, while the city of Placerville saw a 67 
percent increase.  As the following figures show, El Dorado 
County’s total taxable sales have matched similar statewide 
trends in the last decade.

Year

Taxable retail 

sales

Total taxable 

sales

Taxable retail 

sales

Total taxable 

sales

1990 $ 161,939 $ 194,814 $ 217,957 $ 244,819

1991 $ 156,182 $ 182,021 $ 198,746 $ 228,012

1992 $ 152,285 $ 184,547 $ 204,782 $ 238,061

1993 $ 148,739 $ 183,868 $ 212,723 $ 247,889

1994 $ 143,310 $ 178,554 $ 207,319 $ 242,916

1995 $ 14,371 $ 187,661 $ 205,870 $ 243,591

1996 $ 156,717 $ 194,715 $ 209,568 $ 249,201

1997 $ 146,412 $ 188,769 $ 212,961 $ 254,153

1998 $ 153,691 $ 195,982 $ 216,604 $ 257,592

1999 $ 172,304 $ 221,457 $ 237,361 $ 282,051

2000 $ 190,370 $ 242,721 $ 259,199 $ 307,825

2001 $ 226,195 $ 275,229 $ 259,306 $ 306,875

2002 $ 237,145 $ 285,842 $ 256,370 $ 301,633

2003 $ 229,972 $ 272,457 $ 255,993 $ 305,274

2004 $ 242,440 $ 288,125 $ 274,825 $ 330,293

2005 $ 258,260 $ 307,159 $ 291,590 $ 357,944

2006 $ 278,763 $ 334,334 $ 296,204 $ 357,095

2007 $ 262,834 $ 315,604 $ 296,970 $ 354,514
Source: California Board of Equalization

Placerville

Taxable Sales by City

South Lake Tahoe

Taxable Sales
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Year

Taxable retail 

sales

Total taxable 

sales

1990 $ 681,805 $ 917,894

1991 $ 638,619 $ 860,638

1992 $ 643,957 $ 867,884

1993 $ 648,325 $ 880,982

1994 $ 657,974 $ 908,096

1995 $ 654,015 $ 924,762

1996 $ 679,603 $ 979,382

1997 $ 701,638 $ 1,011,222

1998 $ 711,083 $ 1,041,654

1999 $ 803,857 $ 1,193,677

2000 $ 891,966 $ 1,324,416

2001 $ 964,304 $ 1,422,098

2002 $ 994,293 $ 1,451,334

2003 $ 1,071,096 $ 1,539,071

2004 $ 1,191,979 $ 1,697,888

2005 $ 1,292,107 $ 1,851,231

2006 $ 1,310,701 $ 1,898,805

2007 $ 1,303,337 $ 1,896,995

County Total Taxable Retail Sales and 

Total Taxable Sales ($ Thousands)

Source: California Board of Equalization
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Overview
 This section shows businesses located in El 
Dorado County, categorized by employment size and 
by industry.  The data is from the Dun & Bradstreet 
(D&B) business database.  D&B is a credit company 
and collects information on businesses every time they 
have a credit check run against them.  Using this meth-
od, D&B can quickly add new business information to 
the area database.  The downside is that if a business 
shuts down, it may take a few years for it to be deleted 
from the database.

 The stability of a local economy is dependent 
upon a diverse mix of businesses, both in terms of size 
and industry sector.  A diverse business mix allows an 
economy to weather economic downturns more easily 
than one that is dependent on a few types of businesses.  
For example, during the previous recession, the Bay 
Area was heavily dependent upon computer technology 
businesses when the “dot com crisis” hit in 2000.  The 
national economy experienced a small recession during 
a few months in 2001, but the Bay Area suffered from 
a much deeper economic downturn that lasted several 
years.

El Dorado County 
 In 2008, businesses with one to four employees were 
the most common in El Dorado County, and made up 78 
percent of all establishments.  Another 10 percent of the 
businesses in El Dorado County consisted of five to nine 
members, suggesting a strong trend of small local busi-
nesses in the county.  Statewide, businesses of one to four 
employees were the most common, making up 73 percent 
of all businesses in the state.

 In 2008, 46 percent of businesses in El Dorado 
County offered some type of service to their customers, 
making the service sector the most prominent industry in 
El Dorado County.  Another 14 percent of businesses in 
the county were made up of retail trade companies and 
again 14 percent were made up of construction companies, 
compared to 8 percent in California.  While the overall 
makeup of industry sectors was quite similar in El Dorado 
County to California trends, wholesale trade businesses 
made up 2 percent less of total industries in El Dorado 
County than in the state.  All other industries, with the 
exception of construction, had less than a 3 percent differ-
ence in share of total industries. 

Number of 

employees

Ag., 

forestry, 

& fishing Mining Constr. Manuf.

Transp. 

& public 

utilities

Wholesale 

trade

Retail 

trade

Finance, 

insurance, 

& real est. Services

Govt. & 

public 

admin.

Total businesses 

by number of 

employees

Unknown 1 0 3 16 11 9 103 9 69 29 250

1 to 4 314 2 1,040 349 243 283 794 485 3,319 19 6,848

5 to 9 28 1 136 60 25 44 167 71 343 11 886

10 to 19 13 1 46 31 12 17 101 30 125 10 386

20 to 49 2 0 24 24 10 4 56 8 106 16 250

50 to 99 0 0 4 7 4 1 14 3 41 15 89

100 to 249 1 0 0 2 3 0 9 1 11 4 31

250 to 499 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 2 2 6

500 to 999 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1

1,000 or more 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1

Total businesses by 

industry 359 4 1,253 490 309 358 1,244 607 4,018 106 8,748

El Dorado County Business by Employment Size and Industry, 2008

Source: Dun & Bradstreet

Business by Employment Size & Industry
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Overview
 Published by the U.S. Department of Commerce, 
Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA), this measure of jobs 
is by place of work; that is, where the job is being per-
formed regardless of where its worker lives.  

 The BEA uses business tax returns to calculate jobs 
by industry.  Therefore, each person who worked for a 
company for pay or profit over the course of a year is 
counted.  That means if a person changed jobs only once 
over the course of a year, they are counted twice—once for 
each company at which they worked.  The same holds true 
for part-time and seasonal employees who hold more than 
one job over the course of a year.

 Self-employed proprietors and members of business 
partnerships are counted as well.  A person with a full-time 
job who owns or co-owns a business on the side is counted 

twice.  Unpaid family workers and volunteers, however, are 
not included.

 Some industries may be so small that publishing data 
could disclose confidential information about an individual 
business.  The BEA will withhold data if there are fewer 
than four businesses or if one business is responsible for 
more than 80 percent of the industry’s sales.  If a with-
holding occurs, the BEA must withhold data in another 
category to preserve confidentiality.

NOTE: (D) Figure not shown to avoid disclosure of con-
fidential information, but the estimates for this item are 
included in the totals.

 Before 2000, jobs by industry was published accord-
ing to the Standard Industrial Classification.  In 2001, 
that changed to the new North American Industrial 

Year

Ag. & 

mining Constr. Manuf.

Transp. & 

public utilities

Wholesale 

trade Retail trade

Finance, 

insurance, 

& real est. Services

Govt. & 

public 

admin. Recreation

1990  1,979  5,828  2,628  1,335  1,349  10,387  4,920  16,560  7,126 n/a

1991  1,988  5,103  2,380  1,346  1,563  10,647  4,593  17,012  7,467 n/a

1992  1,864  4,764  2,540  1,353  1,846  10,853  4,750  17,794  7,746 n/a

1993  2,009  4,677  2,505  1,511  1,674  10,763  4,767  18,163  7,844 n/a

1994  2,197  4,752  2,662  1,598  1,735  11,495  5,623  19,036  7,807 n/a

1995  2,182  5,077  3,159  1,510  1,792  11,869  5,000  19,903  8,137 n/a

1996  2,274  5,474  3,155  1,610  1,363  12,161  4,851  20,903  8,272 n/a

1997  2,366  5,762  3,193  1,650  1,327  12,052  5,578  21,302  8,476 n/a

1998  2,446  6,246  3,016  1,688  1,552  12,860  7,317  25,328  8,492 n/a

1999  2,387  6,861  3,269  1,840  1,568  13,383  7,881  26,707  8,629 n/a

2000  2,374  7,254  3,518  1,816  1,575  14,049  8,533  28,489  9,017 n/a

2001*  1,893  8,579  2,385  1,119  1,387  9,645  9,559  26,012  9,201  9,509

2002  2,037  8,360  2,140  1,191  1,538  9,588  10,796  26,947  9,415  9,742

2003  1,883  8,635  2,149  1,083  1,542  9,681  11,985  27,892  9,313  10,076

2004  1,878  9,317  2,109  998  1,585  9,427  12,763  30,231  9,261  10,686

2005  1,804  10,060  2,153  1,168  1,634  9,636  13,919  30,677  9,354  10,653

2006  1,766  10,153  2,403  1,201  1,814  9,833  14,989  32,588  9,551  10,602

2007  1,790  10,425  2,420  1,216  1,803  10,029  16,678  33,493  9,689  10,363

Employment by Industry

(D): May disclose confidential information

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis

*In 2001, the Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) System was converted to the North American Industrial Classification System (NAICS).  Therefore, past data may not be 

comparable to that for 2001 and forward

Job Growth by Industry Sector
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Classification (NAICS).  The NAICS system of indus-
trial classification was an improvement over the old system 
because it allowed the separation of important industry 
groups, such as tourism.  Therefore, tourism is its own cat-
egory starting in 2001.  Before 2001, jobs in tourism were 
classified mostly under retail trade and services.

Job growth is classified by the following ten major industry 
categories:

 Agriculture and Mining includes establishments 
primarily engaged in agricultural production, forestry, 
commercial fishing, hunting and trapping, companies 
engaged in the extraction of natural minerals, and related 
services.  Mining is typically withheld as confidential, and 
when it is, agriculture is usually withheld to preserve its 
confidentiality.  Publishing these industries together allows 
the CED to calculate the sum of agriculture and mining 
when each individually are withheld as confidential, pro-

viding a more complete dataset.  

 Construction includes businesses engaged in build-
ing, modifying, or repairing structures.

 Finance, insurance, and real estate industry indus-
try includes institutions such as banks, credit unions, bro-
kers, and dealers in securities and commodity contracts, 
insurance agents and brokers, real estate owners, lessees, 
agents, and developers.

 Government and public administration includes 
the executive, legislative, judicial, administrative, and regu-
latory activities of federal, state, and local governments.  
Businesses owned and operated by a government body are 
classified in the other eight sectors according to the activity 
in which they are engaged.

 Manufacturing includes businesses engaged in the 
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mechanical or chemical transformation of materials into 
new products.  Establishments that assemble parts of man-
ufactured products are also included, as long as the final 
product is neither a structure nor a fixed improvement.

 Retail trade includes businesses engaged in selling 
merchandise for personal or household consumption, as 
well as those businesses that provide services directly related 
to the sale of those goods.

 Services includes a wide variety of businesses per-
forming services to individuals, businesses, government, 
and other organizations, including lodging, repair, amuse-
ment, health, legal engineering, education, and member-
ship.

 Transportation and public utilities includes estab-
lishments providing freight or passenger transportation, 
communications services, electricity, gas, water or sanitary 
services, and all establishments of the United States Postal 
Service.

 Wholesale trade includes businesses engaged in sell-
ing merchandise to industrial, commercial, institutional, 
farm, construction contractors, or professional business 
users, as well as to retailers and other wholesalers. 

 Tourism includes businesses primarily engaged in 

providing recreation and amusements, lodging, and food 
and drink for consumption on the premises.

 Job growth by industry sector is a measure of the 
economic diversity and stability of the local economy.  A 
healthy economy will have a balance between industries. 
As discussed in the previous indicator, if too many jobs are 
concentrated in one sector, a downturn in that sector could 
easily and rapidly weaken the economy. 

 Job growth is an important indicator for business 
and government planning, allowing for a better under-
standing of which sectors are the major generators of jobs 
in the area and which sectors are continuing to grow.  This 
can provide insight into which industries have the greatest 
potential for growth in the near future.

El Dorado County 
 According to the available data, the finance, insurance, 
and real estate sector had the largest growth in employment 
between 2006 and 2007 in El Dorado County with an 
11 percent increase.  Construction employment had the 
next highest with a 3 percent growth in the county.  In 
El Dorado County, recreation employment decreased 2 
percent, and wholesale trade employment decreased over 1 
percent in the same year.  

  Based on the 2007 figures, educational services and 
information had the most 
employment growth in 
the services sector btoh 
with an 8 percent increase.  
This was followed by 
administrative and waste 
services with 7 percent in 
the same year.   
  

Year Information

Professional  

Scientific & Technical 

Services

Management of 

Companies & 

Enterprise

Administrative 

and Waste 

services

Educational 

Services

Health Care 

& SocIal 

assistance

Other 

Services Total

2001  1,058  8,766  230  3,770  855  6,243  5,090  26,012

2002  971  8,943  198  3,925  976  6,515  5,419  26,947

2003  954  9,149  262  3,856  972  7,018  5,681  27,892

2004  1,122  9,546  261  5,064  961  7,259  6,018  30,231

2005  1,146  9,563  267  5,042  1,140  7,387  6,132  30,677

2006  1,252  9,826  262  5,812  1,607  7,539  6,290  32,588

2007  1,352  9,878  280  6,239  1,731  7,659  6,354  33,493
Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis

Service Industry Employment

(D): May disclose confidential information
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Overview
 Earnings by industry is the total personal earnings 
from jobs shown in the previous indicator.  It is not equiva-
lent to the total revenue a business generates.  The total 
earnings of an industry are calculated by taking the sum of 
three components: wage and salary disbursements, supple-
ments to wages and salaries, and proprietor income.

 While business sales by industry might be a better 
indicator of the relative prosperity of industries in the area, 
there is no reliable published source of this data annually.  
Earnings by industry can serve as a proxy and allow com-
parisons between industries or geographic areas.

 Growth in earnings by industry can provide some 
insight into the relative competitiveness of an industry in a 
local economy, as well as which industries have the poten-
tial for expansion.  For example, if the proportion of an 
industry’s earnings is higher than in the state, then there is 
likely a competitive advantage to that industry’s location in 
the county.  Locations where an industry has a competitive 
advantage and/or has been growing rapidly in the past may 
have greater potential for expansion in the near future.

NOTE: (D) Figure not shown to avoid disclosure of con-
fidential information, but the estimates for this item are 

included in the totals.

El Dorado County 
 According to the 2007 disclosed data, the services 
sector earned over $1.2 billion, the largest reported total 
in El Dorado County.  The construction sector, and the 
government and public administration sector earned totals 
of nearly $569 million and over $591 million, respectively, 
in the same year.

 Within the services sector, professional, scientific, 
and technical services earned the highest reported total, 
with over $490 million in 2007.  Health care and social 
assistance services followed with $362 million in earnings 
in the same year.  

 See the following figures on earnings by industry 
from 1990 to 2030 (projected).
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Year Ag. & mining Constr. Manuf.

Transp. & 

public utilities

Wholesale 

trade Retail trade

Finance, 

insurance, & 

real est. Services

Govt. & public 

admin. Recreation

1990 $ 14,629 $ 177,725 $ 93,988 $ 43,332 $ 29,610 $ 157,297 $ 32,327 $ 329,660 $ 219,213 n/a

1991 $ 12,569 $ 169,436 $ 75,272 $ 41,966 $ 32,786 $ 165,893 $ 42,928 $ 341,098 $ 239,869 n/a

1992 $ 13,593 $ 154,359 $ 94,204 $ 47,001 $ 38,967 $ 177,364 $ 55,830 $ 367,358 $ 261,473 n/a

1993 $ 16,699 $ 146,516 $ 95,623 $ 58,342 $ 38,713 $ 177,815 $ 68,072 $ 390,711 $ 266,248 n/a

1994 $ 15,310 $ 153,841 $ 97,138 $ 60,562 $ 44,157 $ 184,966 $ 71,021 $ 433,248 $ 270,141 n/a

1995 $ 13,400 $ 160,703 $ 107,257 $ 57,660 $ 48,822 $ 191,294 $ 80,648 $ 413,506 $ 284,450 n/a

1996 $ 17,657 $ 178,636 $ 106,765 $ 63,989 $ 39,383 $ 196,492 $ 88,562 $ 449,800 $ 291,539 n/a

1997 $ 24,589 $ 202,599 $ 116,588 $ 68,058 $ 44,046 $ 204,812 $ 97,632 $ 485,518 $ 304,370 n/a

1998 $ 24,612 $ 224,036 $ 108,975 $ 69,500 $ 52,603 $ 228,173 $ 122,775 $ 625,275 $ 318,014 n/a

1999 $ 27,325 $ 280,876 $ 116,743 $ 71,838 $ 54,348 $ 246,964 $ 151,485 $ 738,790 $ 331,392 n/a

2000 $ 31,694 $ 338,553 $ 145,647 $ 70,222 $ 57,500 $ 266,804 $ 145,769 $ 883,152 $ 368,284 n/a

2001* $ 31,791 $ 400,330 $ 120,151 $ 35,253 $ 52,586 $ 233,876 $ 204,780 $ 844,303 $ 401,678 $ 140,411

2002 $ 29,258 $ 413,847 $ 104,713 $ 42,856 $ 60,919 $ 238,331 $ 269,031 $ 905,494 $ 436,073 $ 147,005

2003 $ 30,208 $ 456,408 $ 111,664 $ 42,979 $ 58,606 $ 235,685 $ 315,244 $ 942,355 $ 460,381 $ 153,914

2004 $ 33,670 $ 512,344 $ 114,750 $ 48,773 $ 64,545 $ 244,926 $ 347,677 $ 1,055,229 $ 484,856 $ 166,447

2005 $ 33,862 $ 568,049 $ 121,582 $ 51,287 $ 70,291 $ 255,613 $ 380,392 $ 1,141,260 $ 517,262 $ 177,604

2006 $ 34,433 $ 595,359 $ 133,954 $ 52,724 $ 79,358 $ 264,548 $ 373,555 $ 1,249,750 $ 557,002 $ 174,606

2007 $ 39,089 $ 569,284 $ 142,000 $ 52,523 $ 80,892 $ 263,389 $ 379,057 $ 1,260,697 $ 591,630 $ 181,015

2015(p)* $ 33,745 $ 722,907 $ 141,833 $ 62,354 $ 93,070 $ 275,959 $ 344,691 $ 1,620,230 $ 639,017 $ 198,087

2030(p)* $ 42,871 $ 1,045,472 $ 165,183 $ 78,904 $ 146,246 $ 316,112 $ 691,745 $ 2,698,765 $ 851,329 $ 266,961

 Earnings by Industry (Thousands)

*In 2001, the Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) System was converted to the North American Industrial Classification System (NAICS).  Therefore, past data may not be comparable to that for 2001 and forward

(D): May disclose confidential information

*NOTE:  Projections are in nominal 2004 dollars.  

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis

Year Information

Professional  Scientific 

&Technical Services

Management of 

Companies & 

Enterprise

Administrative 

and Waste 

services

Educational 

Services

Health Care 

& Social 

assistance

Other 

Services Total

2001 $ 30,563 $ 402,939 $ 9,797 $ 75,359 $ 8,628 $ 225,799 $ 91,218 $ 844,303

2002 $ 31,806 $ 393,919 $ 9,511 $ 96,411 $ 11,379 $ 256,625 $ 105,843 $ 905,494

2003 $ 33,852 $ 391,806 $ 11,150 $ 99,685 $ 9,135 $ 280,286 $ 116,441 $ 942,355

2004 $ 41,021 $ 419,633 $ 11,025 $ 139,528 $ 11,341 $ 309,024 $ 123,657 $ 1,055,229

2005 $ 41,074 $ 465,279 $ 12,245 $ 145,984 $ 13,238 $ 330,272 $ 133,168 $ 1,141,260

2006 $ 45,783 $ 522,769 $ 12,250 $ 160,768 $ 25,743 $ 343,577 $ 138,860 $ 1,249,750

2007 $ 52,793 $ 490,844 $ 12,151 $ 170,290 $ 29,425 $ 362,663 $ 142,531 $ 1,260,697
Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis

Service Industry Earnings (Thousands)

(D): May disclose confidential information
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6. Business & Industry

Overview
 The Largest Employers indicator is among the 
most sought after pieces of information about an area.  
Unfortunately, no official data for largest employers is 
available because government statisticians are required to 
preserve the confidentiality of individual businesses.  The 
list of largest employers presented here is from the Dun 
& Bradstreet business database, although this information 
may not be complete. Community organizations, such as 
local chambers of commerce, may have additional names 
to add to the list of top employers.

 Typically, industries represented in top employer 
lists enjoy a competitive advantage with their location in 
the area.  Industries represented also tend to be socially and 
politically connected within the community.

Employer City

Number of 

employees

El Dorado County  Placerville 1,500

Marshall Medical Center  Placerville 1,000

Barton Healthcare System  South Lake Tahoe 554

City of South Lake Tahoe  South Lake Tahoe 396

Roebbelen Contracting Inc El Dorado Hills 350

Amdocs Inc  El Dorado Hills 336

Marriott Grand Residence South Lake Tahoe 320

ARCHCO Financial Inc  Millbrae 300

El Dorado Irrigation District Placerville 300

Sierra Pacific Industries  Camino 300

California Physicians Service  El Dorado Hills 260

Black Oak Mine Unified School  Georgetown 225

R Systems Inc El Dorado Hills 200

Rjp Framing Inc El Dorado Hills 180

Safe Credit Union Placerville 160

Source: Dun and Bradstreet

Largest Employers, 2008

Largest Employers
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Overview
 As with the previous indicator, this list is from the 
Dun & Bradstreet business database.  Businesses listed in 
the database as “women-owned” were extracted from the 
database.  This list may include corporate establishments 
where the top executive is known to be a woman.  This 
also means that some businesses where a woman is a part 
owner will not be included unless the woman is listed in 
the database as the top executive.

 This is as much a social indicator as it is an eco-
nomic one.  It is a measure of the economic integration 
of women in the community.  Of particular importance 
is the percentage of top employers that are also listed as 
women-owned establishments, and whether this percent-
age is greater than or less than a regional or state average.

 The establishment of women-owned businesses 
has been a major element in the evolution of the U.S. 
economy in recent decades, including in California.  
Women-owned businesses are increasingly recognized as 
part of the business mainstream.  The Center for Women’s 
Business Research estimates that as of 2004, nearly half 
(48 percent) of all privately-held businesses in the U.S. are 
owned 50 percent or more by women, for a total of 10.6 
million enterprises.  This includes 6.7 million majority 
(51 percent or more) women-owned firms, and another 
4.0 million equally (50-50) women- and men-owned 
firms.  Trends in the number, employment, and revenues 
of women-owned businesses tell a dramatic story of the 
expanding role of these businesses in the U.S. economy.  
However, these numbers are only the beginning of the 
story.  The economic impact of these firms is felt through-
out the economy, as they provide jobs, income, and 
employee benefits to millions.  

Employer City

Number of 

employees

Rjp Framing Inc El Dorado Hills 180

Response 1 Medical Staffing El Dorado Hills 150

Bel Air Mart Cameron Park 135

Raley's El Dorado Hills 130

Raley's South Lake Tahoe 120

Raley's South Lake Tahoe 100

Raley's Placerville 75

Action Home Nursing Services El Dorado Hills 70

Salutary Sports Clubs Inc  Shingle Springs 50

Princess House Area Pollock Pines 50

California Land Management  South Lake Tahoe 50

Alpha Research & Technology  El Dorado Hills 49

Signature Theatres Placerville 45

Clear Image Inc El Dorado Hills 41

Paragon Products Inc El Dorado Hills 41

Largest Women-Owned Employers, 2008

Source: Dun and Bradstreet

Largest Women Employers




