
 
 

 
 

 

 Reno, NV 
1885 S. Arlington Ave., Suite 111 

Reno, NV  89509 
(775) 329-4955 

March 8, 2022 

Daniel Kikkert, P.E. 

Senior Civil Engineer 

County of El Dorado 

Department of Transportation - Tahoe Engineering 

924 B Emerald Bay Road 

South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150 

(530) 573-7914  

dan.kikkert@edcgov.us 

 

 

Re: El Dorado County, Apache Avenue Pedestrian Safety and Connectivity 

Project – CEQA Categorical Exemption (CatEx)  

To Whom it May Concern: 

The intent of this letter is to summarize the efforts on behalf of El Dorado County 

for the Apache Avenue Pedestrian Safety and Connectivity Project (project), located 

within the community of Meyers in South Lake Tahoe, California (Figure 1). The 

purpose of the project is to address safety, mobility, and water quality issues 

associated with Apache Avenue.  

The County has secured funding for the project through the Tahoe Regional 

Planning Agency’s (TRPA) Air Quality Mitigation Funds and Federal Highway 

Administration’s Surface Transportation Block Grant Program administered by 

Caltrans. Given the need to meet California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) the 

following information is intended to support the attached CEQA Notice of Exemption 

(NOE) form.  

Because the project proposes safety and modernization improvements to an 

existing roadway, including creation of bike lanes and is not anticipated to result in 

extraordinary circumstances (such as impacts to historic or scenic resources), the 

project is categorically exempt under CEQA Class 1C – Existing Facilities (14 CCR § 

15301). Class 1 consists of the operation, repair, maintenance, permitting, leasing, 

licensing, or minor alteration of existing public or private structures and facilities as 

provided below: 

CEQA Exemption Class 1(c) - Existing highways and streets, sidewalks, 

gutters, bicycle and pedestrian trails, and similar facilities (this includes road 

grading for the purpose of public safety, and other alterations such as the 
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addition of bicycle facilities, including but not limited to bicycle parking, 

bicycle-share facilities and bicycle lanes, transit improvements such as bus 

lanes, pedestrian crossings, street trees, and other similar alterations that do 

not create additional automobile lanes). 

Purpose and Need 

The purpose of the project is to construct safety and mobility improvements to 

Apache Avenue. The project is needed to address existing safety and connectivity 

challenges for the community related to walking and bicycling to the Lake Tahoe 

Environmental Science Magnet School and nearby Tahoe Paradise Park. The project 

would also provide access to local businesses, schools, and employment for 

bicyclists and pedestrians to reduce vehicle miles traveled (VMT). 

 

Proposed Project 

The County proposes to construct approximately 0.44 miles of mobility 

improvements along Apache Avenue from the US 50 / State Route 89 intersection, 

to the Lake Tahoe Environmental Science Magnet School. 

The following mobility improvements are proposed for Apache Avenue, including a 

‘class 1’ shared-use path (a separate trail for non-motorized travel); a sidewalk on 

the opposite side of the street; maintain ‘class 2’ bike lanes within the Apache 

Avenue Right of Way; pedestrian-friendly enhancements such as Americans with 

Disabilities Act (ADA) curb ramps, crosswalks, speed feedback signs, and high 

visibility pavement markings; and water quality improvements such as curb and 

gutter, sediment capturing structures at inlets, storm drains, channel reinforcement 

at storm drain outlets, and revegetation of areas disturbed by project construction.  

The project would build upon the Meyers Bikeway project (trail constructed to 

connect Meyers and South Lake Tahoe) and would provide critical mobility 

improvements to Apache Avenue. The project also supports the Linking Tahoe: 

Active Transportation Plan (TMPO, March 2016) and is included on TRPA’s 

Environmental Improvement Program (EIP) list as a Transportation Program project 

(#03.02.02.0006) that once constructed, will help improve air quality as a result of 

trail network connectivity and mobility improvements.  

Finally, the project is also within one of the high priority watersheds for pollutant 

load delivery to Lake Tahoe; proposed improvements such as curb/gutter, channel 

enforcements, revegetation, and sediment capture will also reduce fine sediment 

runoff entering Lake Tahoe. 

The contractor would be required to develop and implement a Traffic Control Plan 

(TCP) to ensure temporary impacts to traffic flow during construction are 

minimized. 
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Caltrans has determined the project has no potential to affect cultural resources 

and is exempt from further review pursuant to Class 8, 9, and 11 of the First 

Amended Section 106 Programmatic Agreement, Stipulation VII, “Screened 

Undertakings” (see attachment 4). 

A biological study performed by NCE concludes the project is not anticipated to 

impact special status species, nor are there federally-regulated wetlands or 

waterways present. The County will obtain appropriate permits from the State 

Water Board should any be required for the project.  

The following supporting information has been prepared on behalf of the project 

and is included with the NOE to assist with review: 

• Attachment 1: NOE Form 

• Attachment 2: Figures 

• Attachment 3: Feasibility Study 

• Attachment 4: Cultural Resource Information (Section 106) - Archaeological 

Report  

• Attachment 5: Biological Resources Technical Memorandum 

• Attachment 6: Aquatic Resources Memorandum 

• Attachment 7: Preliminary Environmental Study (PES) 

Should you have any questions regarding the attached information, please give me 

a call at 775-830-3861, or email sanderson@ncenet.com.  

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Sarah Anderson, MASc 

Senior Scientist 



 

 

  Attachment 1 

NOE FORM 

 





 

 

Attachment 2 

FIGURES 

 







 

 

Attachment 3 

FEASIBILITY STUDY 
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CULTURAL RESOURCES MEMORANDUM 

 

 













































































































































 

 

  Attachment 5 

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES MEMORANDUM 

 





















https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=18959&inline
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=109390&inline
http://www.rareplants.cnps.org/
https://www.trpa.gov/wp-content/uploads/documents/archive/2/MeyersAreaPlan_Final%20_March2018_Combined.pdf
https://www.trpa.gov/wp-content/uploads/documents/archive/2/MeyersAreaPlan_Final%20_March2018_Combined.pdf


https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fsbdev3_046269.pdf
http://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/r5/landmanagement/resourcemanagement/?cid=stelprdb5347192
http://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/r5/landmanagement/resourcemanagement/?cid=stelprdb5347192
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/ltbmu/home/?cid=fsm9_046611
http://ecos.fws.gov/ipac
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AQUATIC RESOURCES MEMORANDUM 
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PRELIMINARY ENVIRONMENTAL STUDY (PES) 

 



http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/transprog/oftmp.htm
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Local Assistance Procedures Manual Exhibit 6-A 
Preliminary Environmental Study (PES) Form 

Required Attachments: 

Regional map Project location map Project footprint map (existing/proposed right of way) 

Engineering drawings (existing and proposed cross sections), if available Borrow/disposal site location map, if applicable 
(Note: all maps (except project location map and regional maps) should be consistent with the project description (minimum scale: 1" = 200').) 

GeoTracker Printout for Hazardous Materials (http://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/). 

Federal Threatened and Endangered Species List from USFWS (http://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/). 

Federal Threatened and Endangered Species List from NMFS 
(https://www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/maps_data/california_species_list_tools.html).

Current Photos of Project Site FEMA map VIA Questionnaire 

Examine the project for potential effects on the environment, direct or indirect and answer the following questions. 
The “construction area,” as specified below, includes all areas of ground disturbance associated with the project, 
including staging and stockpiling areas and temporary access roads. 
Each answer must be briefly documented on the “Notes” pages at the end of the PES Form. 

A. Potential Environmental Effects Yes To Be No 
Determined 

General 
1. Will the project require future construction to fully utilize the design capabilities included in the

proposed project?

2. Will the project generate public controversy?
Noise 
3. Is the project a Type I project as defined in 23 CFR 772.5(h); “construction on new location or the

physical alteration of an existing highway, which significantly changes either the horizontal or
vertical alignment or increases the number of through-traffic lanes”?

4. Does the project have the potential for adverse construction-related noise impact
(such as related to pile driving)?

Air Quality 
5. Is the project in a NAAQS non-attainment or maintenance area?

6. Is the project exempt from the requirement that a conformity determination be made? (If “Yes,” state
which conformity exemption per 40 CFR 93.126, or 40 CFR 93.128)
(check one box below and identify the project type if applicable):

 40 CFR 93.126 Project type:
 40 CRF 93.128 

7. Is the project exempt from regional conformity? (If “Yes,” state which conformity exemption in 40
CFR 93.127, Table 3 applies):

8. If project is not exempt from regional conformity, (If “No” on Question #7)
Is project in a metropolitan non-attainment/maintenance area?
Is project in an isolated rural non-attainment area?
Is project in a CO, PM10 and/or PM2.5 non-attainment/maintenance area?

Hazardous Materials/Hazardous Waste 
9. Is there potential for hazardous materials (including underground or aboveground tanks, etc.) or

hazardous waste (including oil/water separators, waste oil, asbestos-containing material, lead-based
paint, ADL, etc.) within or immediately adjacent to the construction area?

Water Quality/Resources 

10. Does the project have the potential to impact water resources (rivers, streams, bays, inlets, lakes,
drainage sloughs) within or immediately adjacent to the project area?

11. Is the project within a designated sole-source aquifer?
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https://www.google.com/maps/@38.8574091,-120.0253649,15z/data=!10m1!1e1!12b1?source=apiv3&rapsrc=apiv3
https://maps.google.com/maps?ll=38.857409,-120.025365&z=15&t=m&hl=en-US&gl=US&mapclient=apiv3
mailto:geotracker@waterboards.ca.gov
https://services.gis.ca.gov/arcgis/rest/services/IntelligenceMilitary/MilitaryInstallations/MapServer/
https://services.gis.ca.gov/arcgis/rest/services/IntelligenceMilitary/MilitaryInstallations/MapServer//legend


https://www.google.com/maps/@38.8563184,-120.0211394,16z/data=!10m1!1e1!12b1?source=apiv3&rapsrc=apiv3
https://maps.google.com/maps?ll=38.856318,-120.021139&z=16&t=m&hl=en-US&gl=US&mapclient=apiv3
https://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/
https://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/map/definition.asp?mytype=GeoTracker+LUST+Cleanup+Sites
https://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/map/definition.asp?mytype=GeoTracker+Cleanup+Program+Sites
https://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/map/definition.asp?mytype=GeoTracker+Military+Cleanup+Sites
https://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/map/?islink=true&federal_superfund=true&state_response=true&voluntary_cleanup=true&school_cleanup=true&evaluation=true&school_investigation=true&military_evaluation=true&tiered_permit=true&ca_site=true&historical=true&operating=true&post_closure=true&non_operating=true&geotracker_luft=true&geotracker_slic=true&geotracker_dod=true&zl=16&lat=38.856300819396964&lng=-120.02116208667958
https://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/map/getsitelistdata.asp?xmin=-120.03473406429494&xmax=-120.00759010906422&ymin=38.85004451165606&ymax=38.86255657681665&cleanupsites=,Federal%20Superfund,State%20Response,Voluntary%20Cleanup,School%20Cleanup,Evaluation,School%20Investigation,Military%20Evaluation,Tiered%20Permit,Corrective%20Action&permitsites=,Operating,Post%20Closure,Non-Operating&othersites=,LUFT,SLIC,DOD,MW,GW&searchdist=1250&radx=-120.01852390226449&rady=38.85676657684589&radflag=true&maxmarkers=1500&ceschecked=&status=null&assembly=&congress=&senate=&county=&orderby=trim(upper(business_name))&_=1611265566500&export_excel=True


http://www.fws.gov/nevada/
https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/


https://www.fws.gov/ecological-services/
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/topic/consultations/endangered-species-act-consultations
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/species-directory/threatened-endangered
https://www.fws.gov/endangered/laws-policies/esa.html
https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/status/list
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/


https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9529
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3964
https://www.fws.gov/birds/policies-and-regulations/laws-legislations/migratory-bird-treaty-act.php
https://www.fws.gov/birds/policies-and-regulations/laws-legislations/bald-and-golden-eagle-protection-act.php
http://www.fws.gov/birds/management/managed-species/birds-of-conservation-concern.php
http://www.fws.gov/birds/management/project-assessment-tools-and-guidance/conservation-measures.php
http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/pdf/management/nationwidestandardconservationmeasures.pdf


https://www.fws.gov/birds/management/managed-species/birds-of-conservation-concern.php
http://ebird.org/ebird/map/
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1626
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9462
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1680


https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3914
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8002
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8832


http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/pdf/management/nationwidestandardconservationmeasures.pdf
https://www.fws.gov/birds/management/project-assessment-tools-and-guidance/conservation-measures.php
https://www.fws.gov/birds/policies-and-regulations/permits.php
https://www.fws.gov/birds/management/managed-species/birds-of-conservation-concern.php
http://www.avianknowledge.net/
https://data.pointblue.org/api/v3/annual-summaries-about-data-types.html
https://www.fws.gov/birds/management/managed-species/eagle-management.php
http://avianknowledge.net/index.php/phenology-tool/
http://www.avianknowledge.net/
https://data.pointblue.org/api/v3/annual-summaries-about-data-types.html


https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/search/
https://neotropical.birds.cornell.edu/Species-Account/nb/home
https://www.fws.gov/birds/management/managed-species/birds-of-conservation-concern.php
https://www.fws.gov/birds/management/managed-species/bald-and-golden-eagle-information.php
http://www.northeastoceandata.org/data-explorer/?birds
https://coastalscience.noaa.gov/project/statistical-modeling-marine-bird-distributions/
http://www.boem.gov/AT-12-02/
http://www.boem.gov/AT-13-01/
mailto:Caleb_Spiegel@fws.gov
mailto:Pamela_Loring@fws.gov
https://www.fws.gov/birds/policies-and-regulations/permits/need-a-permit.php


http://www.fws.gov/refuges/
http://www.fws.gov/wetlands/
http://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/RegulatoryProgramandPermits.aspx
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