
Mental Health Services Act: Purpose and Intent  
 
The following are the specific stated purposes for the MHSA:  

(a)  To define serious mental illness among children, adults and seniors as a condition deserving priority 
attention, including prevention and early intervention services and medical and supportive care.  

(b)  To reduce the long-term adverse impact on individuals, families and state and local budgets 
resulting from untreated serious mental illness.  

(c)  To expand the kinds of successful, innovative service programs for children, adults and seniors 
begun in California, including culturally and linguistically competent approaches for underserved 
populations. These programs have already demonstrated their effectiveness in providing outreach 
and integrated services, including medically necessary psychiatric services, and other services, to 
individuals most severely affected by or at risk of serious mental illness.  

(d)  To provide state and local funds to adequately meet the needs of all children and adults who can be 
identified and enrolled in programs under this measure. State funds shall be available to provide 
services that are not already covered by federally sponsored programs or by individuals’ or families’ 
insurance programs.  

(e)  To ensure that all funds are expended in the most cost-effective manner and services are provided 
in accordance with recommended best practices subject to local and state oversight to ensure 
accountability to taxpayers and to the public.  

 
The MHSA requires services to reflect specific principles. MHSA-funded services must be collaborative, 
integrated, and accessible. They must be client-centered, family-focused, and culturally and linguistically 
competent. They must foster recovery, defined as including hope, empowerment, respect, social 
connections, responsibility, and self-determination.  
 
MHSA revenue can only be used to expand and improve the public mental health system for people 
across the lifespan with or at risk of a serious mental disorder. The Act includes a specific prohibition 
against using MHSA funds to replace existing services through supplantation.  
 
 

 
Source:  http://www.mhsoac.ca.gov/Meetings/docs/Meetings/2012/Sep/ 
Comm_091012_Tab1_MHSA_PEI_INN_Report.pdf, pages 2 and 3. 
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