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El Dorado Transit to Re-Connect Our 
Community
 
With some state restrictions being lifted and more people getting back to work and other 
activities, El Dorado Transit is ready to re-connect our community by safely welcoming 
everyone back to transit when they are ready. As part of that safety, to comply with the 
federal mask mandate for public transportation El Dorado Transit will continue to require 
that passengers and staff wear masks onboard transit buses and vans.    
 
El Dorado Transit has been providing vital transportation during the COVID-19 pandemic 
for thousands of passengers. In addition, El Dorado Transit has offered services 
including free rides to get to and from a scheduled COVID-19 vaccine appointment and free grocery deliveries. As vaccines become 
more readily available and the economy reopens, El Dorado Transit anticipates ridership to continue to grow.
 
Since the beginning of the pandemic, the health and safety of our passengers and employees has been our top priority. El Dorado 
Transit joined the American Public Transportation Association’s (APTA) “Health and Safety Commitments Program,” the public 
transportation industry’s overarching pledge to passengers that public transit systems are taking all the necessary measures to operate 
safely as the nation recovers from the COVID-19 pandemic. The industry identified four key areas that transit systems need to address 

to earn riders’ confidence:
• Following public health guidelines from official sources
• Cleaning and disinfecting transit vehicles frequently and requiring face coverings and other 
protections
• Keeping passengers informed
• Putting health first by requiring riders and employees to avoid public transit if they have been 
exposed to COVID-19 or feel ill

 
El Dorado Transit has pledged to continue to meet these commitments by maintaining specific 
policies that are effective for our system, our riders, and our community. A key component of the 
Health and Safety Commitments Program is the shared responsibility of our employees and our 
riders to follow the guidelines. Riders rely on us to follow these commitments, and El Dorado 
Transit relies on riders to protect themselves and other customers.

 
We look forward to re-connecting our community as we emerge from this pandemic.

 
For more information please visit El Dorado Transit’s website, follow us on Facebook and Twitter, 
or call El Dorado Transit at (530) 642-5383.
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Area Code (530)
Western Slope

Information & Assistance         621-6369 
Legal Assistance          621-6154
Long Term Care Ombudsman    621-6271
Senior Nutrition Program  621-6160
Senior Trips & Activities   621-6255
Adult Day Services               621-6180
Senior Times     621-6255
Family Caregiver Support Program 621-6151
Senior Shuttle    621-6369
In Home Supportive Services              642-4800
Senior Peer Counseling Program 621-6304
Senior Health Education Program 621-6151
Adult Protective Services (APS)               642-4800
Department of Veterans Affairs                 621-5892
El Dorado Transit/Dial-a-Ride  642-3696

South Lake Tahoe
Information and Assistance  621-6369
South Lake Tahoe Senior Center              542-6094
South Lake Tahoe Senior Nutrition 573-3130
Legal Assistance    621-6154
El Dorado County Health Dept.  573-3155
Adult Protective Services (APS)  642-4800
BlueGo Bus Transportation  541-7149
SLT Cancer League   573-1203
Department of Veterans Affairs   573-7955 ext-5892
Hospice/Adult Grief Support Group  542-3171
Report Elder Abuse 24 Hours             800-925-1812

Interesting 4th of July Facts Every 
American Should Know
The history of the 4th of July is incredibly interesting, but there are other interesting 4th 
of July facts every American should know. Here are six interesting ones to take note of:

• Some colonists celebrated Independence Day during the summer of 1776 by putting 
on mock funerals for King George III of England—symbolizing the death of the 
Crown’s rule on America. 

• The first annual commemoration of Independence Day happened on July 4, 1777, 
Philadelphia. 

• John Adams, a Founding Father and the second president of the United States, 
strongly believed Independence Day should be celebrated on July 2nd. He even 
refused to attend 4th of July events because he felt so strongly about July 2nd being 
the correct date. 

• Adams, along with Thomas Jefferson, another Founding Father, both died on July 
4th, 1826. James Monroe, another U.S. president, also died on July 4th—but he 
passed in 1831. 

• Thomas Jefferson was the first president to celebrate Independence Day at the 
White House in 1801. The celebration featured horse races, parades, food, and 
drinks—similar to the 4th of July celebrations we see today. 

• Although the 4th of July was celebrated each year since 1776, it didn’t become a 
federal holiday until 1870. And, it didn’t become a paid holiday for federal employees 
until 1941. 
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MOVIE of the MONTH
Enjoy a MOVIE with Friends
 
Movies at the Placerville Senior Center are held on the 2nd Friday of each 
month. Movies start at 1:00 p.m. in the Dining Room. Bring your own popcorn 
and candy. 

DUE TO COVID-19, MOVIE OF THE MONTH 
HAS BEEN TEMPORARILY CANCELLED. 
MOVIES WILL RESUME ONCE THE 
PLACERVILLE SENIOR CENTER 
HAS REOPENED.

Need Help With Your Computer?
 
 

DON’S TECH TIME
Don is here to help with all your computer 
questions! Come by the Senior Resource 

Computer Room, located in the Placerville Senior 
Center, 937 Spring Street, Placerville.

Don is able to offer computer instruction and 
assistance to seniors 60 and over. 

Don can help with PC hardware questions, 
Microsoft Windows, iPADs, iPhones, Word and 

Excel. Please visit our Senior Resource Computer 
Room on Friday’s from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. No 

reservations necessary and drop-ins are welcome.  

3

Temporarily 

Cancelled

Temporarily 

Cancelled

TED Talks Series
Join our Zoom TED Talks events each 3rd Wednesday of the month 

from 1:00pm to 2:00pm. Topics vary from art history, cultural impacts, 
historical biographies and more!

July 21st from 1:00-2:00 p.m. 
Location:  ZOOM from the comfort of your home

Topic of the Month: How Flags Unite and Divide Us

Flags are one of the simplest yet most powerful pieces of design ever conceived. 
They can make us swell with pride, burn with hatred -- and even inspire people to die 
or kill in their name, says vexillologist Michael Green. Take a brief walk through history 
as Green explores the symbolic fervor behind flags that unify and divide, inviting us to 

imagine a future where we can come together under one collective identity
 

To attend event (ZOOM), please call (530) 621-6227 or go to our Facebook Page for link.
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Water - Use it Wisely
When people work together for the good of others, communities are stronger. That includes conserving our resources, like water. 
Summer heat and the potential for wildfires are two good reasons for being wise in our use of water and making water conservation a 
priority.

Here are a few tips to save water and some suggestions about how you can keep yourself and your family healthy and safe during the 
warm days of summer.

Do you enjoy gardening or working outside in your yard? Nearly 70% of residential water use goes to outdoor irrigation.  Here are 
some water tips that may help you save water:
• Check your outdoor irrigation systems for leaks and clogged sprinkler heads. Repair them right away to save water and money.
• Water outdoors during late nights or early mornings according to your scheduled watering days.
• Plants adapted to the local climate do not need water as frequently and usually will survive a dry period without watering.
Even as you reduce your water use, it remains important that you have enough water on hand for your household in the event of a 
natural disaster or other emergency. 

How can you be prepared?
• Have enough drinking water stored for your family to last at least three days (72 hours).
• A three day supply for one person is three gallons of water (one gallon per person per day.) Include an extra gallon for a medium 
size pet. Plan for more or less if your pet is very large or very small.
• Remember, some of the water in your emergency water supply will be used for cooking or washing.
• If you have freezer space, consider freezing part of your water supply. This has the added advantage of keeping food in the 
freezer cold longer during a power outage.

There are real benefits to saving water. Remember the old saying, “Waste not, want not?” It’s especially true 
today. Using less water keeps money in your pocket.  By using basic water conservation techniques you can 
save thousands of gallons of water each year.  Do the math. Use less water, spend less money.  

Learn more about water conservation. Visit the ‘Save Our Water’ website: https://saveourwater.com/ 

Placerville Community Farmer’s Market--JULY 11, 2021 from 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. We are a 
Certified Farmers’ Market Locals Only and we host only EDC Farms and give priority to Local 
EDC Businesses. We hold our farmers’ market at 681 Main Street in Placerville. For more 
information, please contact: SOL Community Farmer’s Market at (530) 409-9951. https://www.
facebook.com/solcommunityfarmersmarket/
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Berries cont. on page 8

Berries for Gary
Did you know that I used to 
have an editor?  It sounds 
funny, but when I initially 
started writing for the Senior 
Nutrition Program I was a bit 
nervous and thought it might be 
a good idea to have someone 
proofread my articles before I 
released them to the public.  

It sounds so official, but in 
fact it wasn’t.  My “editor” was 
simply a dear friend of mine 
who had a lot of practice writing 

manuals for a passenger rail 
car company.  There was 
no cash arrangement, just a 
friend doing a favor.  I guess 
I shouldn’t feel too weird 
about it, I mean all published 
authors have editors, right? 
Anyway, it didn’t last too long.  
Shortly after my fourth month 
of employment, he told me I 
was no longer in need of his 
services, I had “graduated.”  
The very next month he 
suffered a major setback in his 
health and was not available 

to provide this service to me 
anymore.

As I am preparing this article 
I am reminded of my prior 
editor, not only because his 
birthday falls in this month 
of July, but the local produce 
stands and grocery stores are 
just bursting with berries and 
this man was known for his 
“berry salad.”  Every picnic, 
dinner invitation, or BBQ Gary 
ever hosted or was invited 
to, you could always count 

on his signature dish, a large 
bowl of strategically arranged, 
cut, and aligned strawberries, 
blueberries, and blackberries!  
If that was not enough, his 
signature “gift” was always 
Shari’s berries, those decadent 
chocolate dipped strawberries 
delivered to your door.   So, in 
honor of my dear friend and 
surrogate father, Gary, I am 
dedicating this article and re-
introducing these amazing little 
jewels.
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This Month in History
EVENT:  This Month In History
DATE/TIME:  July 13th from 12:30-1:30 p.m. (2nd Tuesday of the Month)
LOCATION: ZOOM from the comfort of your home
If you enjoy history and good conversation, then please join us on the first Monday of 
each month in our new ZOOM series, “This Month in History.” Together we will discuss events that occurred during 
each featured month and share what we may have experienced during those times.

To attend event (ZOOM), please call (530) 621-6238.
No computer...attend by phone, please call (669) 900 6833  \  Meeting ID: 960 7202 5325   \  Passcode: 275688



 Senior News 7

UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS
4th of the Fairgrounds-Family Blast-July 4th, 2021. Gates 
open at 4:00 p.m. Bring your propane BBQs, footballs, other 
games, coolers (no outside alcohol, please) and your dancing 
shoes, but leave your pets, charcoal BBQs and glass containers 
at home. Kid’s Activities: Hay Mazes plus Free Kids’ Contests and 
Games. Live Music from 6-10pm. Food and Beverage available for 
purchase. FIREWORKS once dark.

Smith Flat House Presents Pickin’ on the Patio--July 8, 2021, 
from 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. Thursday night’s music in the courtyard 
from 6-8 p.m. Come join us! Questions, (530) 621-1003.

July High Tea in the Orchard-- July 10, 2021, from 12:00 
pm - 2:00 pm. Gather in the orchard for high tea in this peaceful 
setting. Enjoy savory and sweet items from our kitchen made from 
vegetables, fruit, and eggs grown on our farm and other local farms. 
We will be offering Lavender Lemonade, Iced Tea, and hot tea. 
Harris Family Farm, 2640 Blair Road, Pollock Pines. 
https://harrisfamilyfarm.ticketspice.com/july-high-tea-in-the-orchard

Farmers Market - Marshall Hospital—July 16th, 2021 
from 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. All farmers happily accept EBT and 
MarketMatch. This petite market specializes in local fruits and 
vegetables and an outstanding CSA program. Call (530) 919-5696 
or check out our latest info at: 
http://www.facebook.com/mhfridayfarmersmarket/.  

Live on the Boulevard--July 22nd, 2021, from 7:00 p.m. -  9:00 
p.m. Set Up Begins at 5:30! Our businesses still need your help– 
so please leave your coolers with food and drinks at home. The 
businesses are ready to serve you! Please be respectful and kind, 
as everyone is in a different place as we venture back into the 
world. We are so looking forward to having you in El Dorado Hills 
Town Center again!

Marion Berry Jam Making Class—August 1st, 2021 from 9:00 
a.m. - 2:00 p.m. This class is the whole experience from picking 
marion berries to the end product. Start the class with a cup of 
coffee and our famous mini donuts served warm, then out to pick 
marion berries. With berries in bucket, head to the kitchen to begin 
the process of jam making. Lunch is provided and you’ll take home 
three jars of jam. https://harrisfamilyfarm.ticketspice.com/marion-
berry-jam-making-class

National Ice Cream Month
I scream, you scream! We all scream for ice cream! If you haven’t 
guessed, July is National Ice Cream Month. It’s a perfect time to 
cool off with a scoop of your favorite flavor.

Like with other foods, the exact origin of ice cream is unknown. 
What we do know, however, is the origin of ice cream likely dates 
back to AD 54 to AD 68 during the time when Nero was Emperor 
of Rome. Evidence shows harvesting ice or snow, then flavoring it 
with honey or other flavorings to make ice cream. Alexander the 
Great supposedly enjoyed icy drinks that had flavorings such as 
honey or nectar, too!

The first appearance of ice cream in the U.S. is found in a letter 
by Maryland Governor William Bladen in 1744. Early presidents 
also had a liking towards ice cream. In fact, in the summer of 1790, 
George Washington spent approximately $200 for ice cream. For a 
while, ice cream was only an occasional special treat, mainly for the 
rich.

In 1843, Nancy Johnson patented the hand crank ice cream maker. 
Eight years later, in 1851, Jacob Fussell built the first ice cream 
factory. The invention of mechanical refrigeration helped keep large 
amounts of ice cream cool. Improvements and new inventions in 
technology made ice cream more available to the general public.

Fun Facts
  •   Vanilla is the most popular flavor of ice cream.
  •   The ice cream soda was invented in 1874.
  •   It takes roughly 50 licks to finish an ice cream cone.
  •   California produces the most ice cream in the United States.

History
President Ronald Reagan designated July as National Ice Cream 
Month, along with the third Sunday of the month, as National Ice 
Cream Day. There are over 1,200 national days. Don’t miss a single 
one. Celebrate Every Day with National Day Calendar!
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Commission on Aging

The El Dorado County Area 
Agency on Aging has a 

Commission on Aging (COA) 
that serves as an Advisory 
Board to the County Board 

of Supervisors. The 14 
members of the COA are 

appointed and represent all 
parts of the county. Various 

committees work hard to 
recommend services that 

help seniors survive in this 
ever more complicated 

world. For more information 
about the COA, please call 

(530) 642-4833.  

COVID-19 Vaccine 
Clinic Information and 

Information

For more information 
in regards to El Dorado 
County Vaccine Clinics, 

Registration and Eligibility 
Information, please go to:

https://www.edcgov.us/
Government/hhsa/Pages/

EDCCOVID-19-clinics.aspx

Of all the berries, strawberries are my favorite!  Not only are they are high in vitamin C, 
but they are just so versatile.  You can eat them whole or slice them up and add them to 
yogurt, cottage cheese, cold or hot cereal, and even on top of French toast or pancakes.  
Blend them into cream cheese and you have a decadent spread for your toasted 
bagel.  Strawberries also pair well with salads, rice dishes, and desserts like strawberry 
shortcake.

Blueberries are next on my list of favorites!  They are also thought to be protective in 
helping to prevent or reverse age related memory loss.  These tasty jewels literally 
require no prep.  I love them frozen, fresh, or blended in a smoothie.  If you have never 
tried blueberries in oatmeal, you must!  I thoroughly enjoy them in pancakes and scones 
as well.  Warning, if you have grandkids, don’t ever introduce chocolate chips to their 
pancakes or blueberries will never suffice! ;)  

Last but not least, blackberries, which are just simply good, especially if you have ever 
gone up to Apple Hill and picked them fresh.  I have such 
fond memories of my little ones picking blackberries 
at Apple Hill.  The stained shirts, faces, and hands.  I 
think they ate more than they put in their baskets.  My 
signature dish for blackberries? Blackberry cobbler 
topped with a scoop of high quality vanilla ice cream.  

So, in honor of the patriotic month of July, my dear friend 
Gary, and the season of berries give this American Flag 
themed dessert a try.  I make one of these every year on 
July 4th as my signature dish. Maybe you can too!  

Natalie’s email:  foodrdnatalie@gmail.com

Berries cont. from page 5

100 Year Corporation Recognition
The Placerville Shakespeare Club recently received recognition as a 100 year 
old Corporation from the California Department of State. The club was originally 
certified as a corporation by Frank C. Jordan, California Secretary of State on March 
22, 1921. The club was established May 2, 1897. Initially the ladies convened to 
read, study and discuss the works of Shakespeare. As time passed the club’s scope 
began to change. Their scholarly endeavors included starting a free kindergarten for 
Placerville’s children, promoting the construction of two new schools and founding the 
first city library. The Placerville Arts Association also owes its beginnings to a special 
interest group within the Placerville Shakespeare Club. In 1930, the club members 
completed their dream of building their own clubhouse. The Placerville Shakespeare 
Club still meets in their Bedford Avenue clubhouse and members continue to fund-
raise, provide services to the community and scholarships for local students. For 
more information, www.placerville-shakespeare.com
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It is a great idea to look at your Medicare 
notices. Understanding what they mean 
can help you avoid and resolve issues with 
your Medicare coverage! We won’t discuss 
every kind of notice you may receive about 
your Medicare, but let’s start with a few 
common ones that you’ll receive regularly: 

First, those with Original Medicare 
receive a Medicare Summary Notice 
quarterly. The Medicare Summary Notice 
(or MSN) is a summary of health care 
services and items you have received 
during the previous three months. It 
contains information about charges billed 
to Medicare, the amount that Medicare 
paid, and the amount you are responsible 
for, although the MSN itself is not a bill 
(you will receive a bill from providers). 
Your MSN will also show any non-covered 
charges. This field shows the portion of 
charges for services that are denied or 
excluded (never covered) by Medicare. A 
$0.00 in this field means that there were 
no denied or excluded services. A charge 
in this field means you are responsible for 
paying it. For more information on why you 
were denied coverage of a service, you 
can call 1-800-MEDICARE, check www.
medicare.gov, or read your Medicare & 
You handbook. If you disagree with a non-
covered charge, you should file an appeal.

If you have a Medicare Advantage 
or Part D plan, you will receive an 
Explanation of Benefits, or EOB. EOBs 
are usually mailed each month. They 
similarly show a summary of the services 
and items you have received and how 
much you may owe for them (although 
again, an EOB is not a bill). If your EOB 
shows that an item or service is not being 
covered, look for a section that includes 
notes, comments, footnotes, or remarks to 
find out the reason why. Contact your plan 

if you have any questions 
about your EOB, including 
to ask for more information 
about any services not 
covered. You may decide to 
file an appeal, depending on 
what your plan tells you. 

Try to save your MSNs and/
or EOBs. You might need 
them in the future to prove 
that certain costs have been 
covered or paid for. For 
instance, you may need old 
MSNs or EOBs if a provider’s 
billing department makes 
a mistake or if you claimed a medical 
deduction on your taxes. If you have lost 
your notice or need a duplicate copy, call 
1-800-MEDICARE (for MSNs) or your plan 
(for EOBs). 

Another important notice to look out for is 
the Annual Notice of Change, or ANOC. 
The ANOC is the notice you receive from 
your Medicare Advantage or Part D plan 
in late September. This notice gives a 
summary of any changes in the plan’s 
cost and coverage that will take effect 
January 1 of the next year. You should 
review this notice to see if your plan will 
continue to meet your health care needs in 
the following year. If you do not receive an 
ANOC from your plan, you should contact 
your plan. The ANOC is typically mailed 
with the plan’s Evidence of Coverage 
(EOC), which is a more comprehensive 
list of the plan’s cost and benefits for the 
upcoming year. If you are dissatisfied with 
changes on your ANOC or EOC, remember 
that you can change your Medicare 
coverage during Fall Open Enrollment. 

One last notice we’ll discuss here are 
notices of creditable coverage. If you 

are enrolled in a prescription drug plan 
through an employer, you should receive a 
notice from your employer or plan around 
September of each year, informing you 
if your drug coverage is creditable. Keep 
these notices. You may need them as 
proof that you had creditable coverage and 
should not have a Part D late enrollment 
penalty if you decide to enroll in a Part D 
plan in the future.  

There are often numerous notices you may 
receive about your Medicare. These are 
just a few types to look out for, read closely, 
and keep for your records.

In El Dorado County, you can get answers 
to your Medicare questions by talking with 
a registered HICAP counselor (Health 
Insurance Counseling and Advocacy 
Program). During the COVID-19 pandemic, 
all HICAP counseling is provided by phone. 
Services are free, unbiased and available 
by appointment. To request a telephone 
appointment, call El Dorado County at 530-
621-6169.

Adapted from article by Medicare Rights 
Center. 

Medicare Notices-What Do They Mean?
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More than a year into the pandemic, and 
months after the first rollout of COVID-19 
vaccines, people are eager to get back to 
their regular activities. But some activities 
might require you to show that you’ve 
been vaccinated or had a recent negative 
COVID-19 test. How you do that may 
depend on the activity and where you live.

Right now, there’s no standard way to 
prove you’ve been vaccinated or tested 
negative. Sure, there are those CDC 
COVID-19 vaccination cards people get 
when they get their vaccine. But they were 
never designed to prove your vaccination 
status and they may not be enough. 

Some states, companies, colleges, and 
other organizations are creating their 
own verification products and services, 
including apps and digital passports 
or certificates. Some connect to state 
immunization databases while others rely 
on individual self-report. The patchwork 
approach gives scammers an opportunity 
to cash in on the confusion.

Besides not sharing your COVID-19 
vaccination card online because of the risk 
for identity theft, here are a few other ways 
to help stay ahead of the scammers.

•  Be skeptical of anyone 
contacting you from the 
federal government. Right 
now, there are no official 
plans to create a national 
vaccine verification app 
or certificate or passport. 
If you get a call, email, or 
text from someone saying 
they’re from the federal 
government, and asking you 
for personal information or money to get 
a national vaccine certificate or passport, 
that’s a scam.

•  Check with airlines, cruise lines, and 
event venues about their requirements. 
Don’t rely on information from someone 
who calls, texts, or emails you out of the 
blue.

•  Contact your state government 
about its vaccine verification plans and 
requirements.

•  Don’t share your information with just 
anyone. Scammers often set up real-
looking websites to sell fake goods and 
services, so why not vaccine verification 
certificates or passports? Before you share 
any information online, check out who’s 
asking for it. Search online for the company 

or organization’s name with words like 
“scam,” “review,” or “complaint.” Think 
long and hard before you share personal 
information, like your Social Security, 
Medicare, credit card, or bank account 
numbers. Scammers can steal your 
information to commit fraud and identity 
theft.

Please share these tips with others, and 
stay connected to stay informed. Subscribe 
to consumer alerts from the FTC to get 
updates delivered right to your email inbox.

If you know about a COVID-19 vaccine 
scam, tell the FTC about it at ReportFraud.
ftc.gov. Or, file a complaint with your 
state or territory attorney general at 
consumerresources.org, the consumer 
website of the National Association of 
Attorneys General. 

Scammers Cash in on Confusion 
Over Vaccine Verification 

WE ARE ON FACEBOOK-LIKE US TODAY! 
El Dorado County Senior Services Facebook Page Is Here To Serve You.
Keep up-to-date on Senior Center news and events, nutrition updates, legal webinars, 
travel updates, etc. We encourage you to like, follow and share our page. We are hoping to 
use this new social media platform as another way to keep you all updated, educated and 
entertained!!!!!!!
https://www.facebook.com/EDCSeniorServices
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One-Stop Shopping 
for Senior Services 

Statewide

FRUSTRATED by having to 
remember a host of different 
telephone numbers to get 
information about senior   
services in El Dorado County?  

1-800-510-2020

Senior Times
$5 Donation for 12 issues!

Name

Address

City      State       Zip

Phone

Please sign me up for:   1 year                ($5)         2 years               ($10)

Cash and Checks are Accepted. Please make checks payable to: 
“Senior Times”

Mail to:  Senior Times Newsletter
 937 Spring Street, Placerville, CA  95667

For questions, call (530) 621-6255. Thank You!

Widowed Person’s Club
 

The Widowed Person's Club is created to give support and 
friendship to help through the grieving processing.  Monthly 

luncheon meeting the fourth Friday of the month, in 
addition to other activities.

 
General Meeting Luncheon
Cold Springs Country Club
11:30 a.m. - Cost is: $14.00

 
Please try to have correct change or write a check when 

paying at the General Meeting.
 

Regular breakfasts are set for every Tuesday morning 
9:00 a.m. at Waffle Shop Cafe, Placerville.  

Also, every Wednesday 9:00 a.m. at Beef & Brew Diamond 
Springs and 9:00 a.m. at Denny's Cameron Park.  For any 

information, please contact Don 363-7476 or Nancy 622-8276.



POETRY FOR ALL

Placerville Women’s Club
Open to all new and long time residents of El Dorado 

County. This luncheon meeting is held on the 3rd 
Thursday of each month. Call for details: (530) 344-

9209.

Stroke Education and Support Group
Meets at 681 Main Street, room 208, Placerville. 

1st Thursday of each month, Brown Bag Lunch – 12:00 
to 1:30 p.m. Call for details: (530) 626-2770, ext. 6002. 

Sierra Renaissance Society
Open to all older adults who want to learn about new 
topics, meet new people and have fun!  Among the 

events are speakers, workshops and films. Visit: www.
srsedc.com for more information.

Golfers!!  Bowlers!! RVrs!!  Fishers!!
SIR is a non-profit organization of men. We have a 

monthly luncheon meeting and a guest speaker. 
Visit: https://sirinc2.org/branch23/ for more information.

Square Dancing-Main Street Strollers 
Meets on Thursdays starting at 6:30 p.m. at the IOOF 

COMMUNITY MEETINGS
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WE ARE NOW MEETING VIA ZOOM

We would love to see all of you for our 
Tuesday at Two Poetry Workshop!

Join us on Zoom for Tuesday at Two, a 
weekly poetry workshop, Tuesdays 2-3 

p.m. The workshop is free. Requires 
basic Zoom skills; email candaceflint@

yahoo.com for Zoom invitation.

Getting Connected: The Emergency 
Broadband Benefit Program
By Shea McCaslin 

If the COVID-19 pandemic has shown us anything, it’s that access to high-speed 
internet is not a luxury; it’s a necessity. Unfortunately, the high-speed internet too many 
Californians need is not available where they live, and this holds them back. That’s 
why AARP fought for the Emergency Broadband Benefit (EBB), a temporary $3.2 
billion Federal Communications Commission (FCC) program to help Americans access 
affordable, high-speed internet during the COVID-19 pandemic. The EBB program 
launched at the end of April and will end once the funds have been depleted.

What is the Benefit?
Under this short-term program, Californians may be eligible for a discount on their high-
speed internet service of up to:
•  $50/month discount for high-speed internet services.
•  $75/month discount for high-speed internet services for households on Tribal lands.
•  A one-time discount of up to $100 for a laptop, desktop computer or tablet purchased 
through a participating provider.
Who qualifies for the benefit?
Many California residents may have experienced financial setbacks during the pandemic 
or are struggling to get by, which could qualify them for the program. The criteria set for 
the EBB include those who:
•  Qualify for the Lifeline program, as well as those who participate in certain federal 
assistance programs, such as Medicaid, SNAP, and SSI benefits.
•  Experienced a substantial loss of income since February 29, 2020, and the household 
had a total income in 2020 below $99,000 for single filers and $198,000 for joint filers.
•  Meet the criteria for a participating internet provider’s existing low-income or 
COVID-19 program.

How to Apply:
There are three ways for eligible households to apply:
1.  Contact a participating broadband provider directly to learn about their application 
process. If you are unable to apply through them directly, you will have to apply using 
option 2 or 3 below, and then contact a participating provider to select an eligible plan.
2.  Go to GetEmergencyBroadband.org to apply online and to find participating providers 
near you. After you apply, you will have to contact a participating provider to select an 
eligible plan.
3.  Call 833-511-0311 for a mail-in application.


