
El Dorado County Commission on Aging 
 

Advisory Council to the Area Agency on Aging 
 

Special Meeting  
Minutes 

 
Date:    Thursday June 8, 2017 
Time:  2:30am – 3:30pm 
Location: 937 Spring Street 

Placerville, CA  
 
Contact: Yasmin Hichborn (530) 642-4833   Email:  yasmin.hichborn@edcgov.us 
 
 
Commissioners Present: Roger Berger, Greg Gullihur, Vicki Ludwig, Raelene Nunn, Lisbeth Powell, Roberta 
Rimbault, Steve Shervey, Jim Wassner, Ray Wyatt 
 
Special Advocates Present:  Ken Diebert, Mary Lou Nutting, Patricia Morello, Lindell Price 
 
Other Guests:  Stan Price, Friends of Seniors Representatives Kathi Lishman and George Applebaum  
 
AAA Staff:  Michelle Hunter, Yasmin Hichborn and Michelle Ward 
 
 
1. Elimination of Senior Legal Services Program – EDC Recommended Budget FY 2017-18 

Steve Shervey recapped the reason for the special meeting.  The CAO recommended budget proposes to 
eliminate the Senior Legal Services Program and all of the staff (3.5 positions) effective August 4, 2017. 
The Board of Supervisors is scheduled to vote on this item at their upcoming meeting on Tuesday, June 20, 
2017.   

 
2. Call to Order, Salute to the Flag, and Roll Call 
 The meeting was called to order with a quorum present. 
  
3. Discussion/Review of Recommended Budget pertaining to Senior Legal Services 
4. Discussion/Review of Regulations 
 Agenda items number 3 and 4 were discussed together. 
 
 During the meeting, a conference call was held with the California Department of Aging (CDA).  The 

representatives from CDA were:  Mary Sibbett, Policy Manager and Kari Melaas, Aging Programs Analyst.  
A list of 13 questions had been sent to CDA prior to the conference call.  CDA responded to the questions 
and participated in the discussion of the regulations surrounding the Senior Legal Service.  A summary of 
the responses is below.   

 
Note:  A more detailed recap of the responses provided by CDA and the applicable regulations and 
citations was emailed to all Commissioners and COA Special Advocates. 

 
 In summary:   

A. The Senior Legal Services Program is a priority service and must be provided.  It is not an optional 
service. 
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B. Under the Older Americans Act, the Senior Legal Services Program is prohibited from charging a fee 
or conducting means testing of seniors.  No senior may be denied service based upon their income.  
Donations may be requested but cannot be required in order to receive services.   

C. If the Area Agency on Aging is not the direct service provider, the AAA must use an RFP process to 
select the provider of Senior Legal Services.   

D. If there is a change in provider and in the level of service provided by the Senior Legal Services 
Program, a transition plan would need to be developed and submitted to CDA.  This plan needs to 
outline in specific detail, the time line and steps that the AAA will take to transfer the program to a 
new provider.  The transition plan and the change in services must be approved by CDA prior to 
implementation. 

 
5. Discuss and Develop COA Position Regarding Senior Legal Services Program 
 The COA discussed the services provided by the Senior Legal Service Program.  Michelle Ward and 

George Applebaum provided input about the types of clients seen and cases resolved.    It was determined 
that the Senior Legal Services Program is an integral part of the County Strategic Plan. The COA also 
discussed existing funding for the program and if fund raising was a possibility. The COA also discussed 
what local providers might be able to provide some level of service with the limited funding that was 
provided by CDA for this program. 

 
 The consensus of the COA was: 

A. The August 4, 2017 proposed date of the program elimination was not possible based upon the 
regulations. 

B. The current Senior Legal Services Program is a cost effective program. 
C. The County General Fund needed to support the Senior Legal Service Program is an extremely small 

percentage of the overall County General Fund budget. 
D. Before the existing Senior Legal Services Program can be significantly changed, alternatives need to 

be explored and different plans developed. 
E. The purpose of the COA is to advocate for Senior Programs and bring issues and facts forward to the 

Board of Supervisors. 
F. The first step is to let the Board of Supervisors know that they do not have all of the information 

needed regarding the Senior Legal Service Program.  The COA Commissioners appointed by the 
Board of Supervisors should make their Supervisor aware of the legislative requirements applicable to 
the Senior Legal Service Program.   

G. The COA will take a position to oppose the elimination of the Senior Legal Services Program. 
H. The COA will take the position to support the continuation of the Senior Legal Service Program in its 

current form. 
 
A motion was made by Lisbeth Powell and seconded by Roger Berger to appoint Ray Wyatt to compose a 
letter on behalf of the COA to be sent to the Board of Supervisors.  The purpose of the letter is to: 
 Educate the Board on the legal requirements of providing the Senior Legal Services Program 
 Request that the Board continue to fund the Senior Legal Services Program as currently structured 
 Educate the Board about the services provided by the Senior Legal Services Program 
The motion was approved. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:00pm. 
 
Note:  The letter written by Ray Wyatt on behalf of the COA was provided to the Board of Supervisors by Steve 
Shervey on June 15, 2017. 


