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I. Totals and Data Summary 
 
The data presented in this report were gathered from the following sources:  
1) a point-in-time count of people who were homeless and unsheltered 
conducted on June 16, 2008; 2) a point-in-time count of people staying at 
emergency shelters and transitional housing programs on June 16, 2008; 
and 3) a survey of homeless people conducted at 23 housing and services 
sites throughout the County on June 15-21, 2008.  [For information on sites 
which participated in the homeless count and survey, see Appendices A & B. 
 
The best and most comprehensive picture of homelessness in the County 
can be developed by synthesizing the data from these sources.  The 
following nightly homeless count and annual homelessness estimate were 
developed by combining the point-in-time count of unsheltered homeless 
with the survey data of people using shelter, transitional housing and 
services in the County.  These are the figures that should be used for 
reporting total number of homeless in El Dorado County.1   
 
 
Nightly Homeless Count 
 
• On any given night, 108 people are homeless, staying in emergency 

shelters, transitional housing programs or living unsheltered in places not 
meant for human habitation, including cars, parks, abandoned buildings 
and the streets.2 
 
    60 people (identified in the unsheltered point in time count) 
+  48 people (45 people surveyed & 3 children homeless with them) 
  108 Total 

 
• On any given night, 186 people are homeless or without stable housing, 

including those covered by the preceding definition of homelessness as 

                                                
1 The number of homeless people identified in the point-in-time count and survey are an 
undercount due to the difficulty of locating people who are homeless and not staying in 
emergency shelter or transitional housing.  Encampments are especially hard to locate in 
the summer months when people go deeper into the forests.  In addition, many people who 
are homeless are less likely to access services/more able to survive without them in the 
warm weather and so were not found at the services sites where surveys were conducted.  
Also, at least one faith-based organization that participated in the surveying encourages its 
clients not to identify as “homeless” but simply as “poor”.  Known areas of undercount 
include people living on federal lands, people in hospitals, mental health facilities, substance 
abuse treatment programs, and jails; and people who are living temporarily doubled up with 
friends or family.   
2 This is HUD’s definition of homelessness.   
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well as people in jail, substance abuse treatment programs and other 
residential or custodial facilities who have no home to go to upon release; 
people staying in a motel/hotel paid for by themselves, but who self-
declare as homeless; and people who are doubled up, temporarily living 
with friends or family.3   
 
    60 people (identified in the unsheltered point in time count) 
+ 126 people (95 people surveyed & 31 children homeless with them) 
  186 Total 
 
 

Annual Estimate of Homelessness 
 
Formula For Calculating An Annual Homelessness Estimate 
 
A + ((B * 51) * (1-C)) = annual estimate4 
 
A = PIT count of currently homeless (CH) people – including adults and children 
B = number of CH adults and children who 1) became homeless within last 7 days, whether 
for the first time or not, or 2) were already homeless, but just entered the boundaries of the 
community within the past 7 days 
C = proportion (expressed in decimals – i.e., 15% = .15) of CH adults and children in A who 
have had a previous homeless episode within the past 12 months. 
 
 
• Each year, an estimated 301 people experience homelessness, staying in 

emergency shelters, transitional housing programs or living unsheltered 
in places not meant for human habitation, including cars, parks, 
abandoned buildings and the streets.  (HUD Definition) 

 
108 + ((95 * 51) * (1-.586)) = 301 

 
• Each year, an estimated 451 people experience homelessness or are 

without stable housing, including those covered by the preceding 
                                                
3 El Dorado County requested that data be gathered broader than the HUD definition of 
homelessness to include people in temporary/precarious living situations such as those 
described above.  In this report, this is referred to as the El Dorado County definition of 
homelessness. 
4 Formula from:  Burt, Martha & Wilkins, Carol.  “Estimating the Need: Projecting from 
Point-in-Time to Annual Estimates of the Number of Homeless People in a Community and 
Using this Information to Plan for Permanent Supportive Housing”, Corporation for 
Supportive Housing, March 2005. 
5 Survey data indicate that 8% of the homeless population (adults and children) based on 
the HUD definition have been homeless less than seven days or have been in El Dorado 
County for a week or less.   
6 Survey data indicate that 58% of the homeless population (adults and children) based on 
the HUD definition have had a previous homeless episode within the past 12 months. 
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definition of homelessness as well as people in jail, substance abuse 
treatment programs and other residential or custodial facilities who have 
no home to go to upon release; people staying in a motel/hotel paid for 
by themselves, but who self-declare as homeless; and people who are 
doubled up, temporarily living with friends or family.  (El Dorado 
Definition) 

 
186 + ((137 * 51) * (1-.608)) = 451 

 
 
Homeless Population Characteristics 
 
The point-in-time count and the client surveys compliment each other and 
together provide useful information on the characteristics and needs of 
homeless people in El Dorado County.  The subsequent sections of this 
report provide a detailed analysis of the data from both sources.  The 
following is an overview of a few areas where the data from the point-in-
time count and the client surveys overlap.    
 
HOUSEHOLD TYPE 
 
• Over 60% of homeless people are persons in households without children, 

including single adults, couples without children and youth.   
 

[64% of those identified in the point-in-time count were persons in households without 
children, including single adults and youth, and 80% of those surveyed using the HUD 
definition of homelessness fell into this category.] 

 
• 68% of people who are homeless or without stable housing are single 

adults or couples without children.   
 

[From the survey using the El Dorado County Definition.] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
7 Survey data indicate that 7% of the homeless population (adults and children) based on 
the El Dorado County definition have been homeless less than seven days or have been in El 
Dorado County for a week or less.   
8 Survey data indicate that 60% of the homeless population (adults and children) based on 
the El Dorado County definition have had a previous homeless episode within the past 12 
months. 
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LIVING SITUATION 
 
• Over half of people who are homeless are unsheltered, living on the 

street, under a bridge, in an abandoned or public building, in a car, 
camping, etc. 
 
[57% of those identified in the point-in-time count were unsheltered and 75% of those 
surveyed using the HUD definition of homelessness were unsheltered.] 

 
• 35% of people who are homeless or without stable housing are 

unsheltered, living on the street, under a bridge, in an abandoned or 
public building, in a car, camping, etc. 
 
[From the survey using the El Dorado County Definition.] 

 
GENDER 
 
• More than 40% of people who are homeless are male.  
 

[42% of those identified in the point-in-time count were male, including adults and 
unaccompanied youth. 66% of those surveyed using the HUD definition of homelessness 
were male and 50% of those surveyed using the El Dorado County definition were 
male.] 

 
 
Comparison with Data from the January 2008 Homeless County and Survey 
 
The data from the June 2008 homeless count and survey identify fewer 
people homeless or with unstable housing than were identified in the 
January 2008 homeless count and survey. 
 
• SHELTERED POINT-IN-TIME COUNT COMPARISON:  Fewer people were 

counted at emergency shelter and transitional housing sites in the June 
2008 count:  45 people were counted in June as compared to 75 counted 
in January 2008.  However, despite the lower overall numbers, more 
families and children were counted in the June 2008 count:  12 families, 
including 23 children were counted in June vs. 7 families, including 14 
children in January 2008.  

 
The overall lower numbers counted in the June 2008 count are due in 
part to the lack of year round emergency shelter in El Dorado County.  In 
January, 49 people were counted at emergency shelter locations (winter 
shelter and domestic violence shelters), including 39 single adults, 
couples without children and unaccompanied youth, and 10 people in 
families.  However, in June only 16 were counted, all families at domestic 
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violence shelters.  Without the winter shelter in operation, homeless 
single adults, couples without children and unaccompanied youth are 
likely living in encampments and other unsheltered locations or doubled 
up with friends and family in temporary and unstable living situations, 
thus making it more difficult to find and count them.   
 

• UNSHELTERED POINT-IN-TIME COUNT COMPARISON:  60 people were 
counted in the unsheltered count in June 2008 as compared to 75 
counted in January 2008.  This decrease in numbers is in spite of the fact 
that a significant portion of the sub-populations who utilized the winter 
shelter were likely unsheltered in June.   

 
The lower count is due to difficulties in locating unsheltered homeless 
people.  Volunteers reported that it was more difficult to find people as, 
during the warm weather, many encampments were deeper in the woods, 
and since people were not needing to escape the cold, many were less 
willing to come forward to be counted.  Since most of the counters were 
in cars, people in encampments that could not be easily seen were not 
counted.  In addition, though the count started at the same time (6:00 
am) as in January, since it was summer, it was already light out and 
volunteers thought that people might have already been up and out of 
their encampments.  Also, in January, the Sheriffs Department, City 
Police and Forest Service staff helped to find the encampments deeper in 
the woods, while in June, only the Sheriffs Department participated in the 
count.  In addition, in the winter, smoke from campfires helped guide 
Sheriffs Department officers to encampments, and in the warmer 
weather, this was no longer the case.   
 

• HOMELESS SURVEY COMPARISON:  Of those who completed surveys in 
June 2008, 45 people were homeless according to the HUD definition. 
Comparatively, 75 people met HUD’s homeless definition in January 
2008.  95 people were homeless or in unstable housing according to the 
El Dorado County definition, according to the June 2008 survey. In 
January 2008, 125 people were homeless according to the El Dorado 
County definition. 

 
The decrease in numbers surveyed is due to several factors, including 
that the lack of emergency shelter in the summer months reduced the 
number of people easily available for surveying and that people in 
encampments seem to be less likely to access services than in the winter 
months.   
 
Despite the lower overall numbers, there was still substantial agreement 
between the two surveys.  Key areas of agreement include:   
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 The majority of people who are homeless have been homeless 

previously during the past year.   
 
 Over 2/3 of people who are homeless are single individuals, and 

most are alone and not with relatives.  More than half are male, 
and the vast majority are white. 

 
 Most people who are homeless are not newcomers; they have been 

living in El Dorado County for extended time periods.  A significant 
percentage have been living here for more than 10 years.   

 
 At least two-thirds of homeless people self-identify as having some 

type of disability or special needs. 
 
 Approximately 1/3 of people who are homeless are not receiving 

any type of government benefits. 
 
 The reasons most often cited as causing homelessness are:  high 

housing costs, employment problems, relationship or family break-
up or death, and medical problems.  

 
 Significant percentages identified rental assistance as something 

that could have prevented their homelessness and more than one-
third identified employment assistance.   

 
 The vast majority (more than three-quarters) of homeless 

households have used services in the past year.  A majority have 
accessed food services and over 40% have accessed medical care.  
Other highly used services include employment assistance and 
emergency shelter.   

 
 More than two-thirds of homeless households needed services that 

they were unable to access.  Significant percentages needed 
housing-related assistance, including rent or utility assistance and 
assistance in finding Section 8 or other permanent housing.  Other 
highly needed services include employment assistance, 
transportation/bus passes, and dental care.    

 
There were also some differences between the two surveys.  The 
following is an overview of some of the key areas of change that can be 
seen in the June 2008 survey:     
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 The percentage of the unsheltered homeless population increased. 
[From 33% in January to 75% in June, according to the HUD definition and from 
20% in January to 35% in June, according to the El Dorado definition] 

 
 The number of people who spent the night in emergency shelters 

decreased. [From 45% in January to 0% in June, according to the HUD definition] 
 

 The percentage of homeless people who have been homeless four or 
more times in the past three years increased.  [From 25% in January to 
35% in June, according to the HUD definition and from 25% in January to 30% in 
June, according to the El Dorado definition] 
 

 The percentage of homeless people who are alone /not with relatives 
increased. [From 73% in January to 88% in June, according to the HUD definition 
and from 61% in January to 69% in June, according to the El Dorado definition] 
 

 The percentage of veterans decreased.  [From 15-21% in January depending 
on how you define homelessness to 10% in June] 
 

 The percentage of people self-identifying with a serious mental illness, 
a substance abuse problem or a serious medical or physical condition 
increased.  [Mental illness – from 20% in January to 27% in June, according to the 
HUD definition and from 17% in January to 31%, according to the El Dorado 
definition; Substance abuse – from 25% in January to 38% in June, according to the 
HUD definition and from 25% in January to 34% in June according to the El Dorado 
definition; and Medical/physical condition – from 34% in January to 38% in June, 
according to the HUD definition and from 25% in January to 34% in June, according 
to the El Dorado definition] 
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II.  El Dorado County Homeless Point-In-Time Count 
Results 
 
 
The Point-In-Time Count identified 102 people who are homeless on any 
given night in El Dorado County9.   
 
64% were persons in households without children, including single adults 
and youth.   
 
Over half (57%) were unsheltered, living on the street, under a bridge, in 
an abandoned or public building, in a car, camping, etc. 
 
 

 Sheltered   
 Emergency Transitional Unsheltered Total 
# of Family 
Households 
with Children  

5 7 0 12 

1. # of Persons 
in Families with 
Children 

16 19 3 38 

2. # of Single 
Individuals and 
Persons in 
Households w/o 
Children 

0 (singles, 
couples, 
youth) 

10 57 67 

Total (1 + 2) 16 29 60 105 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
9 The number of homeless people identified the point-in-time count are an undercount due 
to the difficulty of locating people who are unsheltered and not staying in emergency shelter 
or transitional housing.  Encampments are especially hard to locate in the summer months 
when people go deeper into the forests.  Known areas of undercount include people living 
on federal lands, people in hospitals, mental health facilities, substance abuse treatment 
programs, and jails; and people who are living temporarily doubled up with friends or 
family.    
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42% of people who are homeless are male, including adults and 
unaccompanied youth.   
 
24% are children in families.  9% are unaccompanied youth.   
 
 

 Sheltered   
 Emergency Transitional Unsheltered Total 
Adult Male 0  

 
3 (all 
individuals w/o 
children) 

40 43 

Adult Female 5 (all in 
families) 

10 (7 in 
families and 3 
individuals w/o 
children) 

5 20 

Unaccompanied 
Youth (14-24) -
- Male 

0 1 

Unaccompanied 
Youth (14-24) -
- Female 

0 3 

5 (gender 
unknown) 

9 

Children in 
Families (gender 
unknown) 

11 12 2  25 

 
Unknown 

0 0 8 8 

 
Total 

16 29 60 105 
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 Sheltered   
 Emergency Transitional Unsheltered Total 
Chronically 
Homeless10 

 
2 

 
N/A 

 
10 

 
12 

Severely Mentally 
Ill 

 
0 

 
0 

 
Unknown 

 
0 

Chronic Substance 
Abuse 

 
0 

 
8 

 
Unknown 

 
8 

 
Veterans 

 
0 

 
0 

 
Unknown 

 
0 

Persons with 
HIV/AIDS 

 
0 

 
0 

 
Unknown 

 
0 

Victims of 
Domestic Violence 

 
11 

 
8 

 
Unknown 

 
19 

Unaccompanied 
Youth  

0 4 5 9 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                
10 The number of people who are chronically homeless is taken from the survey data based 
on the HUD definition of chronic homelessness.  It includes unaccompanied homeless 
individuals who self-declared a disability, are in an emergency shelter or are unsheltered, 
and have been continuously homeless for a year or more or have had at least four episodes 
of homelessness in the past three years.  Using a broader definition that in addition to those 
covered by the HUD definition also includes those who were experiencing extended or 
repeated homelessness but were staying in jail, transitional housing, a medical hospital or 
temporarily staying with friends; did not self-declare a disability; and/or were living as part 
of a couple with or without children, 37 people are chronically homeless.  
 
The number reported here of chronically homeless is an undercount, because most 
chronically homeless people were probably counted in the unsheltered point-in-time count 
but were not surveyed to find out if they meet HUD’s definition of chronically homeless. 
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Unsheltered Point-In-Time Count By Region 
 

Region Men Women Unknown 
Under 
16 16-24 Total 

 
1.  El Dorado Hills / 
Clarksville  0 0 0 

 
 

0 0 0 
 
.  Cameron Park / 
Shingle Springs 2 0 0 

 
0 

0 2 
 
3.  N. Placerville / 
Coloma 1 1 2 

 
0 

0 4 

4.  S. Placerville / 
Coloma  7 1 4 

 
 

0 5 17 
 
5.  Cedar Grove / 
Camino / Pollock 
Pines 0 0 2 

 
 
 

0 0 2 
 
6/7.  South Lake 
Tahoe I & II 10 0 0 

 
 

0 0 10 

County Sheriff 20 
 

3 0 
 

2 0 25 

TOTALS 40 5 8 
 

2 5 60 
 
 
Provider Response Rate 
 
• Overall Provider Response Rate:  10/12 or 83% 
 
• Emergency Shelter Response Rate (family and individuals):  4/4 or 100% 
 

Participating shelters included:   
1. El Dorado Women’s Center Shelter for Battered Women and 

Children 
2. South Lake Tahoe Women’s Center 
3. H.E.L.P Motel Vouchers 
4. Center for Violence Free Relationships Shelter 
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• Transitional Housing Response Rate (youth, men, women, women & 
children): 6/8 or 75% 

 
Participating transitional housing programs included: 

1. THP Plus 
2. South Lake Tahoe Women’s Transitional Program 
3. H.E.L.P. Mentor House 
4. Sierra Recovery Center Men’s Transitional Program 
5. Sierra Recovery Center Women’s Transitional Program 
6. Hope House 

 
[For more information on participating and non-participating shelter and 
transitional housing sites, see Appendix A.] 
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III.  El Dorado County Homeless Survey Results11 
 
 
N = 102 survey respondents 
 
• 45 homeless respondents meeting HUD’s definition of homeless12 
 
• 95 respondents who are 1) homeless according to HUD’s definition or 

2) do not have stable housing, including people who spent the night in 
a medical hospital or substance abuse treatment program and who 
have no home to go to upon release; people staying in a motel/hotel 
paid for by themselves, but who self-declare as homeless; people who 
are on the verge of being evicted, and people who are doubled up, 
temporarily living with friends or family.  In this report, this is referred 
to as the El Dorado County definition of homelessness. 

 
• 7 people were not homeless 

 
 
 
 
Surveys were conducted at 23 housing and service sites in the County 
during June 15-21, 2008.  [See Appendix B for a list of survey sites.] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                
11 The survey results are not fully representative of the homeless population in El Dorado 
County due to the difficulty of locating people who are homeless and not staying in 
emergency shelter or transitional housing.  Many people who are homeless are less likely to 
access services/more able to survive without them in the warm weather and so were not 
found at the services sites where surveys were conducted.  Also, at least one faith-based 
organization that participated in the surveying encourages its clients not to identify as 
“homeless” but simply as “poor”.  Known areas of undercount include people living on 
federal lands, people in hospitals, mental health facilities, substance abuse treatment 
programs, and jails; and people who are living temporarily doubled up with friends or 
family.   
12 The federal definition of homeless includes people sleeping in a place not meant for 
human habitation, in emergency housing, and in transitional housing for homeless persons 
who originally came from the street or an emergency shelter.    



HomeBase / Legal and Technical Assistance Advancing Solutions to Homelessness  15 

Where did you spend the night of Monday, June 16, 2008? 
 
 
Data According To HUD Definition of 
Homelessness 
N = 44 
 
• 75% (33) -- Unsheltered / On 

the street, under a bridge, 
abandoned building, public building, 
car, camping, etc. 

 

• 14% (6) -- Transitional 
Housing  

 

• 5%  (2) -- Domestic Violence 
Shelter 

 

• 7% (3) -- Hotel paid for by 
voucher 

 

 

Data According to Broader El Dorado 
County Definition 
N = 94 
 

• 35% (33) -- Unsheltered / On 
the street, under a bridge, abandoned 
building, public building, car, camping, 
etc  

 

• 6% (6) -- Transitional Housing 
 

• 2% (2) -- Domestic Violence 
Shelter 

 

• 7% (7) -- Hotel paid for by self 
or voucher 

 

• 7% (7) -- Substance Abuse 
Treatment Program 

 

• 2% (2) – Medical Hospital 
 

• 35% (33) -- Doubled Up / 
Temporarily with family or friends 

 

• 4% (4) -- Somewhere Else 
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Data According To HUD Definition of Homelessness 
 
Three-fourths (75%) of people who are homeless in El Dorado County are 
unsheltered, living on the street, under a bridge, in an abandoned or public 
building, in a car, camping, etc. 
    

14%

4%
7%

75%

Unsheltered

Transitional Housing

Domestic Violence

Shelter

Hotel Voucher

 
 
 
Data According to Broader El Dorado County Definition 
 
More than one-third (35%) of people who are homeless in El Dorado 
County are living doubled up with friends or family, and another 35% are 
unsheltered, living on the street, under a bridge, in an abandoned or public 
building, in a car, camping, etc. 
 

35%

6%

2%

4%

35%

8%10%

Unsheltered

Transitional Housing

Domestic Violence Shelter

Hotel 

Medical Hospital or SA Tx

Program

Doubled Up

Somewhere Else
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In the next week, are you being evicted, asked to leave or thrown 
out of the place you are living? 
 
Data According To HUD Definition of 
Homelessness 
N = 45 
 
• Yes -- 16% (7 people)  
• No -– 70% (32) 
• Don’t Know – 13% (6) 

 

Data According to Broader El Dorado 
County Definition 
N = 95 
 

• Yes – 16% (15 people) 
• No – 62% (59) 
• Don’t Know – 22% (21)  
 

 
16% of people who are homeless will be evicted or asked to leave where 
they are currently living during the next week.   
 
 
If you have been homeless more than once, have you been homeless 
before in the last 12 months?  How many times? 
 
Data According To HUD Definition of 
Homelessness 
N = 43 
 
• Yes -- 60% (26 people)  
• No -– 40% (17) 
 
How many times homeless? 
N=19 
 
• One Time – 42% (8 people) 
• Two Times – 16% (3) 
• Three Times — 11% (2) 
• Four or More Times – 32% (6) 

 

Data According to Broader El Dorado 
County Definition 
N = 92 
 

• Yes – 59% (54 people) 
• No – 41% (38) 
 

How many times homeless? 
N=39 
 
• One Time – 49% (19 people) 
• Two Times – 18% (7) 
• Three Times — 18% (7) 
• Four or More Times – 15% (6) 

 
 
Approximately 60% people who are homeless have been homeless 
previously during the past year.   
 
Depending on how you define homelessness, 42-49% have been homeless 
once before and 15-32% have been homeless four or more times in the past 
year.     
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Including now, what is the total number of times you have been 
homeless in the last three years? 
 
Data According To HUD Definition of 
Homelessness 
N = 43 
 
• One – 35% (15) 
• Two – 16% (7) 
• Three – 14% (6) 
• Four – 7% (3) 
• Five or More – 28% (12) 
 

Data According to Broader El Dorado 
County Definition 
N = 81 
 
• One – 36% (29) 
• Two – 19% (15) 
• Three – 16% (13) 
• Four – 9% (7) 
• Five or More – 21% (17) 

 
 
Approximately one-third of people who are homeless have been homeless 
four or more times in the last three years.   
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How long have you been homeless this time?   
 
Data According To HUD Definition of 
Homelessness 
N = 39 
 
• Less than 7 days – 5% (2) 

 

• More than 7 days but less than 
1 month –- 15% (6) 

 

• More than 1 month but less than 
1 year –- 38% (15)  

 

• 1-3 years – 23% (9) 
 

• More than 3 years – 13% (5) 
 

• Don’t Know – 5% (2)  
 

Data According to Broader El Dorado 
County Definition 
N = 72 
 

• Less than 7 days – 7% (5) 
 

• More than 7 days but less than 
1 month –- 14% (10) 

 

• More than 1 month but less 
than 1 year –- 44% (32)  

 

• 1-3 years – 21% (15) 
 

• More than 3 years – 11% (8) 
 

• Don’t Know – 3% (2)  

 
More than one-third (38-44%) of people who are homeless have been 
homeless for more than one month but less than one year.   
 
Approximately one-third (32-36%) of people who are homeless have been 
homeless for a year or longer.   
 

Less than 7

days
>7 days less

than 1 month

> 1 month

less than 1 yr
1-3 years > 3 years Don't Know

0%

5%

10%
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20%
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30%

35%

40%

45%

HUD Defn

El Dorado  Defn
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Chronic Homelessness 
 
 

HUD’s Chronic Homeless Definition 
 

The federal definition of chronically homeless is a person who is “either (1) 
an unaccompanied homeless individual with a disabling condition who has 
been continuously homeless for a year or more, OR (2) an unaccompanied 
individual with a disabling condition who has had at least four episodes of 
homelessness in the past three years.”  In its definition of a chronically 
homeless person, HUD defines the term “homeless” as “a person sleeping in 
a place not meant for human habitation (e.g. living on the streets, for 
example) OR living in a homeless emergency shelter.”13  
 
 
12 people or 27% of the homeless people surveyed14 are chronically 
homeless according to HUD’s definition.  This includes unaccompanied 
homeless individuals who were homeless for a year or longer or had at least 
four episodes of homelessness in the past three years; who self-declared a 
health, mental health or addiction disability; and were staying in either an 
emergency shelter or on the streets.   
 
Using a broader definition that in addition to those included in the HUD 
definition of chronic homelessness also includes those who were 
experiencing extended or repeated homelessness but were staying in jail, 
transitional housing, a medical hospital or temporarily staying with friends; 
did not self-declare a disability; and/or were living as part of a couple with or 
without children, 37 people or 39% of those surveyed15 are chronically 
homeless.  
 
It is very likely that the number reported here of chronically homeless is an 
undercount, because most chronically homeless people were probably 
counted in the unsheltered point in time count but were not surveyed to find 
out if they meet HUD’s definition of chronically homeless. 
 
 
 
 
                                                
13 Office of Community Planning and Development, Office of Special Needs Assistance 
Programs. “Defining Chronic Homelessness: A Technical Guide for HUD Programs”, 
September 2007, p.3. 
14 Refers to the 45 survey respondents who meet HUD’s definition of homelessness. 
15 Refers to the 95 survey respondents who meet the El Dorado definition of homelessness. 
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Can you tell me the reasons that you became homeless this time? 
 
Data According To HUD Definition of 
Homelessness 
N = 43 
 
• Lost job/can’t find work – 21% 

(9) 
 

• Have work but wages are too 
low – 12% (5)  

 

• Relationship or family break-
up/death in family – 30% (13) 

 

• Abuse or violence in your home 
– 5% (2) 

  

• Discharged from jail, prison or 
halfway house – 9% (4) 

 

• Medical problems including 
physical or developmental 
disability – 23% (10)  

 

• Eviction/foreclosure – 12% (5) 
 

• Housing costs too high – 35% 
(15) 

 

• Utility costs too high – 9% (4) 
  

• Alcohol or drug abuse problems 
– 19% (8) 

 

• Mental illness – 7% (3) 
 

• Emotional problems – 7% (3) 
 

• Other reasons – 14% (6) 
 

Data According to Broader El Dorado 
County Definition 
N = 83 
 
• Lost job/can’t find work – 33% 

(27) 
 

• Have work but wages are too 
low – 13% (11)  

 

• Relationship or family break-
up/death in family – 27% (22) 

 

• Abuse or violence in your home 
– 6% (5) 

  

• Discharged from jail, prison or 
halfway house – 11% (9) 

 

• Medical problems including 
physical or developmental 
disability – 22% (18)  

 

• Eviction/foreclosure – 16% (13) 
 

• Housing costs too high – 34% 
(28) 

 

• Utility costs too high – 9% (8) 
  

• Alcohol or drug abuse problems 
– 16% (15) 

 

• Mental illness – 10% (8) 
 

• Emotional problems – 12% (10) 
 

• Other reasons – 13% (11) 

 
 
The five reasons most often cited as the reason for homelessness are:   
 

1 High housing costs 
2 Employment problems – can’t find work or wages too low 
3 Relationship or family break-up or death 
4 Medical problems 
5 Alcohol or drug abuse problems   

What is your situation? 
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Data According To HUD Definition of 
Homelessness 
N = 45 
 
• 76% (34 people) -- A single 

person)  
 

• 16% (7) -- A single parent with 
children under 18 

 

• 0% (0) -- Part of a couple with 
children under 18 

 

• 4% (2) -- Part of a couple 
without children under 18 

 

• 4% (2) -- Other  

 

Data According to Broader El Dorado 
County Definition 
N = 94 
 
• 65% (61 people) -- A single 

person)  
 

• 19% (18) -- A single parent with 
children under 18 

 

• 8% (7) -- Part of a couple with 
children under 18 

 

• 3% (3) -- Part of a couple 
without children under 18 

 

• 5% (5) -- Other  

 
 
Depending on how you define homelessness, two-thirds to three-fourths of 
people who are homeless are single individuals.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Data According To HUD Definition of Homelessness 
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16% of homeless households include children. 
 

76%

16%

4%
4%

Single Person

Single Parent with Children

Couple w/o Children

Other

 
 
 
 
Data According to Broader El Dorado County Definition 
 
27% of homeless households include children. 
 

65%

19%

8%

3%
5%

Single Person

Single Parent with Children

Couple with Children

Couple w/o Children

Other

 
 
 
 
 
 
Not including yourself, how many relatives were with you last night? 
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Data According To HUD Definition of 
Homelessness 
N = 42 
 
• 88% (37 people) were alone / 

not with relatives 
 

• 5% (2) were with their spouse 
and no children 

 

• 5% (2) were with children 
under 18 

 

• 8 relatives were listed, 
including 3 children under age 
18 and 2 spouses over age 60 

 

Data According to Broader El Dorado 
County Definition 
N = 88 
 

• 69% (61 people) were alone / 
not with relatives 

 

• 3% (3) were with their spouse 
and no children 

 

• 6% (5) were with their spouse 
and children under 18 

 

• 9% (8) were with children under 
18 

 

• 8% (7) were with other relatives 
and friends 

 

• 93 relatives or friends were 
listed, including 31 children 
under age 18 

 

• Note:  While 93 relatives and 
friends were identified, it is 
impossible to say which were 
homeless with the survey 
respondent and which were part 
of the household in which the 
respondent was temporarily 
staying.   

 
 
 
Most homeless people (69-88%) are alone and not with relatives.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How long have you been in El Dorado County? 
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Data According To HUD Definition of 
Homelessness 
N = 41 
 

• 17% (7 people) -- Less than 
1 year 

• 34% (14) -- 1-5 years 
• 7% (3) -- 6-10 years 
• 17% (7) -- 11-20 years 
• 24% (10) -- Over 20 years 

 

Data According to Broader El Dorado 
County Definition 
N = 88 
 

• 20% (18 people) -- Less than 1 
year 

• 26% (23) -- 1-5 years 
• 13% (11) -- 6-10 years 
• 22% (19)-- 11-20 years 
• 18% (17) -- Over 20 years 
 

 
Most people who are homeless are not newcomers; they have been living in 
El Dorado County for extended time periods.  40% have been living here for 
more than 10 years.   
 
 
Gender 
 
Data According To HUD Definition of 
Homelessness 
N = 41 
 

• 66% (27 people) -- Male 
• 34% (14) -- Female 
 

Data According to Broader El Dorado 
County Definition 
N = 90 
 

• 50% (45 people) -- Male 
• 50% (45) -- Female 
 

 
Depending on how you define homelessness, one-half to two-thirds of 
people who are homeless are male. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Have you served in the US Military? 
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Data According To HUD Definition of 
Homelessness 
N = 40 
 

• Yes -- 10% (4 people)  
• No -- 90% (36)  
 

Data According to Broader El Dorado 
County Definition 
N = 82 
 

• Yes -- 10% (8 people)  
• No -- 90% (74)  
 

 
10% of homeless adults are veterans. 
 
 
Do you think you have, or have you been told you have:    
 
Data According To HUD Definition of 
Homelessness 
N = 37 
 
• Serious mental illness – 27% 

(10 people) 
• Developmental disability – 

11% (4) 
• Serious medical or physical 

condition – 38% (14) 
• Alcohol or drug abuse – 38% 

(14) 
• Victim of domestic violence – 

11% (4) 
• None of these --- 19% (7) 

 

Data According to Broader El Dorado 
County Definition 
N = 83 
 
• Serious mental illness – 31% (26 

people) 
• Developmental disability – 8% 

(7) 
• Serious medical or physical 

condition – 35% (29) 
• Alcohol or drug abuse – 34% 

(28) 
• Victim of domestic violence – 

16% (13) 
• None of these --- 24% (20) 
 

 
Two-thirds of the homeless people surveyed self-identified as having some 
type of disability or special needs. 
 
Approximately 30% of homeless people self-identify as having a serious 
mental illness, 34-38% as having a problem with alcohol or drug abuse and 
35-38% as having a serious medical or physical condition.   
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Are you are anyone else in your immediate family receiving ANY of 
the following government benefits?   
 
Data According To HUD Definition of 
Homelessness 
N=45 
 

• 67% (30 individuals or their 
relatives) are receiving 
government benefits 

 

 SSI/SSDI/SSA – 22% (10 ppl)    4 VA Pension/Benefits  
 TANF/CalWORKS/AFDC -- 7% 

(3) 
 VA Pension/benefits – 2% (1) 
 MediCal/Medicare – 22% (10) 
 Food Stamps – 36% (16)   17 CMSP/GA 
 CMSP/GA – 18% (8) 
 Other government benefit – 

2% (1) 

Data According to Broader El Dorado 
County Definition 
N = 95 
 

• 67% (64 individuals or their 
relatives) are receiving 
government benefits 

 

 SSI/SSDI/SSA – 27% (26 ppl)    4 VA Pension/Benefits  
 TANF/CalWORKS/AFDC – 5% 

(5) 
 VA Pension/benefits – 3% (3) 
 MediCal/Medicare – 24% (23) 
 Food Stamps – 32% (30)    17 CMSP/GA 
 CMSP/GA – 16% (15) 
 Other government benefit – 

1% (1)  
 

 
Approximately 1/3 of people who are homeless are not receiving any type of 
government benefits. 
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What could have prevented your homelessness? 
 
Data According To HUD Definition of 
Homelessness 
N = 36 

 
• Eviction prevention – 19% (7) 

 

• Rental assistance – 58% (21) 
 

• Employment assistance – 
36% (13) 

 

• Assistance in accessing 
benefits – 28% (10) 

 

• Emergency benefits – 36% 
(13) 

 

• Mental health services – 19% 
(7) 

 

• Other – 33% (12) 
 

Data According to Broader El Dorado 
County Definition 
N = 71 
 

• Eviction prevention – 25% (18) 
 

• Rental assistance – 59% (42) 
 

• Employment assistance – 42% 
(30) 

 

• Assistance in accessing benefits 
– 20% (14) 

 

• Emergency benefits – 31%  
(22) 

 

• Mental health services – 15% 
(11) 

 

• Other – 27% (19) 
 

 
Other services identified that could have prevented homelessness include: 
drug and alcohol treatment and medical care and benefits.   
 
Almost 60% of respondents identified rental assistance as something that 
could have prevented their homelessness and more than one-third (36-42%) 
identified employment assistance.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HomeBase / Legal and Technical Assistance Advancing Solutions to Homelessness  29 

In the past year, what services did you or anyone in your family use?   
 
Data According To HUD Definition of 
Homelessness 
N = 45 

 
• 84% (38 people) identified 

services they or their family 
used in the past year 

 
• Help finding work/employment 

assistance – 24% (11) 
 

• Help finding Section 8 or other 
permanent housing – 16% (7) 

 

• Emergency shelter – 31% (14) 
 

• Food – 76% (34) 
 

• Rent or utility assistance – 
20% (9) 

 

• Transportation/bus passes – 
31% (14) 

 

• Medical care – 47% (21) 
 

• Dental care – 24% (11) 
 

• Mental health care – 22% (10) 
 

• Alcohol or drug abuse 
treatment – 18% (8) 

 

• Help getting a California ID or 
driver’s license – 27% (12) 

 

• Help getting government 
benefits – 16% (7) 

 

• Child care – 7% (3) 
 

Data According to Broader El Dorado 
County Definition 
N = 95 

 
• 79% (75 people) identified 

services they or their family used 
in the past year 

 
• Help finding work/employment 

assistance – 26% (25) 
 

• Help finding Section 8 or other 
permanent housing – 19% (18) 

 

• Emergency shelter – 19% (18) 
 

• Food – 63% (60) 
 

• Rent or utility assistance – 21% 
(20) 

 

• Transportation/bus passes – 32% 
(30) 

 

• Medical care – 42% (40) 
 

• Dental care – 19% (18) 
 

• Mental health care – 20% (19) 
 

• Alcohol or drug abuse treatment 
– 19% (18) 

 

• Help getting a California ID or 
driver’s license – 15% (14) 

 

• Help getting government benefits 
– 14% (13) 

 

• Child care – 7% (7) 
 

 
The vast majority of homeless households (79-84%) have used services in 
the past year.  Depending on how you define homelessness, 63-76% have 
accessed food services and 42-47% have accessed medical care.  Other 
highly used services include employment assistance and emergency shelter.   
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In the past year, what services did you or anyone in your family 
need but could not get?     
 
Data According To HUD Definition of 
Homelessness 
N = 45 

 
• 69% (31 people) identified 

services they or their family 
needed but could not get in the 
past year 

 
• Help finding work/employment 

assistance – 20% (9) 
 

• Help finding Section 8 or other 
permanent housing – 27% (12) 

 

• Emergency shelter – 31% (14) 
 

• Food – 16% (7) 
 

• Rent or utility assistance – 
31% (14) 

 

• Transportation/bus passes – 
22% (10) 

 

• Medical care – 22% (10) 
 

• Dental care – 24% (11) 
 

• Mental health care – 18% (8) 
 

• Alcohol or drug abuse 
treatment – 2% (1) 

 

• Help getting a California ID or 
driver’s license – 16% (7) 

 

• Help getting government 
benefits – 18% (8) 

 

• Child care – 4% (2) 
 

• Other – 7% (3) 
 

Data According to Broader El Dorado 
County Definition 
N = 95 

 
• 74% (70 people) identified 

services they or their family 
needed but could not get in the 
past year 

 
• Help finding work/employment 

assistance – 25% (24) 
 

• Help finding Section 8 or other 
permanent housing – 39% (37) 

 

• Emergency shelter – 27% (26) 
 

• Food – 22% (21) 
 

• Rent or utility assistance – 39% 
(37) 

 

• Transportation/bus passes – 37% 
(35) 

 

• Medical care – 19% (18) 
 

• Dental care – 22% (21) 
 

• Mental health care – 15% (14) 
 

• Alcohol or drug abuse treatment 
– 4% (4) 

 

• Help getting a California ID or 
driver’s license – 16% (15) 

 

• Help getting government benefits 
– 21% (20) 

 

• Child care – 1% (1) 
 

• Other – 7% (7) 
 

 
Other needed services identified by survey respondents include showers and 
legal services, including landlord/tenant assistance.   
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More than two-thirds (69-74%) of homeless households needed services 
that they were unable to access.   
 
31-39% needed rent or utility assistance, 27-39% needed assistance in 
finding Section 8 or other permanent housing, and 27-31% needed 
emergency shelter.  Other highly needed services include employment 
assistance, transportation/bus passes, and dental care.    
 
 
Do you consider yourself to be Hispanic/Latino?   
 
Data According To HUD Definition of 
Homelessness 
N = 38 
 

• Yes -- 8% (3 people)  
• No -- 92% (35)  
 

Data According to Broader El Dorado 
County Definition 
N = 82 
 

• Yes -- 18% (15 people)  
• No -- 82% (67)  
 

 
Depending on how you define homelessness, 8-18% of the homeless 
population is Hispanic/Latino. 
 
 
Which one category best describes your racial background? 
 
Data According To HUD Definition of 
Homelessness 
N = 38 
 
• White – 89% (34) 
• Mixed Race – 11% (4)  
  

 

Data According to Broader El Dorado 
County Definition 
N = 73 
 

• White – 89% (65) 
• Black/African American – 1% (1) 
• American Indian/Alaska Native – 

3% (2)  
• Mixed Race – 7% (5)  
  

 
 
The vast majority (89%) of people who are homeless are white. 
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Appendix A 
June 2008 Homeless Point-In-Time Count 

Participating Emergency Shelter &  
Transitional Housing Sites 

 
Emergency Shelter Providers 
 
 
 
Provider Name 

 
 
Facility Name 

Participate in 
Provider’s Survey 
(Y/N)? 

 
 
Number Reported 

1. El Dorado 
Women’s Center 

 
Women’s Shelter 

 
Yes 

 
3 (persons in families) 

 
2. SLT Women’s 
Center 

 
 
Women’s Center 

 
Yes 

 
 
10 (persons in families) 

 
3. H.E.L.P. 

 
Motel Vouchers 

 
Yes 

 
0 

4. Center for 
Violence Free 
Relationships  

 
Shelter 

 
Yes 

 
3 (persons in families) 

 
 
Transitional Housing Providers 
 
 
 
Provider Name 

 
 
Facility Name 

Participate in 
Provider’s Survey 
(Y/N)? 

 
 
Number Reported 

1. El Dorado 
County Mental 
Health 

 
THP+ 

 
Yes 

 
4 (unaccompanied 
youth) 

2. SLT Women’s 
Center 

Women’s 
Transitional 

 
Yes 

 
3 (persons in families) 

 
3. H.E.L.P. 

 
Mentor House 

 
Yes 

 
2 (persons in families) 

4. Sierra Recovery 
Center 

 
Men’s Transitional 

 
Yes 

 
3 (individuals w/o 
children) 

5. Sierra Recovery 
Center 

Women’s 
Transitional  

 
Yes 

 
3 (individuals w/o 
children) 

 
6. Emerging Hope 

 
Hope House 

 
Yes 

 
14 (persons in families) 

 
7. Sierra Recovery 
Center 

 
Women & 
Children’s 
Transitional 

 
No 

 
NA 

8. Mother Theresa 
Maternity 

 
Maternity House 

 
No 

 
NA 
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Appendix B 
June 2008 Homeless Survey 

Participating Housing & Service Sites 
 
 

Program Type Facility Name Provider Name Location (City) 

1. Food Program SHARE Food Closet  Placerville 

2. Food Program 
Upper Room Dining 
Hall  Placerville 

3. Health Program 

El Dorado County 
Public Health 
Department Clinic  Placerville 

4. Other  
El Dorado County Veteran 
Affairs  Placerville 

5. Other 

El Dorado County 
Human Services 
(Community Services, 
Social Services)  Placerville 

6. Shelter The Center El Dorado Women's Center Placerville 
 
7. Trans. Hsg. Mentor House H.E.L.P. Placerville 

8. Trans. Hsg. 

Transitional Housing 
Program for 
Emancipated Foster 
Youth (THP-Plus) 

El Dorado County Human 
Services Placerville 

9. Food Program Bread & Broth 

Multiple providers but 
hosted at St. Theresa's 
Catholic Church South Lake Tahoe 

 
10. Food Program 

Christmas Cheer Food 
Closet  South Lake Tahoe 

11. Other  

Job One - One-Stop 
Employment Resource 
Center South Lake Tahoe 
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Program Type Facility Name Provider Name Location (City) 

12. Shelter Women's Center 
South Lake Tahoe 
Women's Center South Lake Tahoe 

13. Trans. Hsg. Women's Transitional 
South Lake Tahoe 
Women's Center South Lake Tahoe 

14. Trans. Hsg. Men's Transitional Sierra Recovery Center South Lake Tahoe 

15. Trans. Hsg. Women's Transitional Sierra Recovery Center South Lake Tahoe 

16. Trans. Hsg. Hope House Emerging Hope Diamond Springs 

17. Shelter Motel Voucher Program H.E.L.P. Entire County 

18. Food Program 
Green Valley 
Community Church GVCC Pastoral Partners Placerville 

19. Other Recycling Center N/A Placerville 

20. Other 
Tahoe Youth & Family 
Services Family Resource Center South Lake Tahoe 

21. Health Program Marshall Hospital N/A Placerville 

22. Shelter Shelter 
Center for Violence Free 
Relationships Placerville 

23. Food Program 
Light of the Hills 
Lutheran Church N/A Diamond Springs 

 


