
Report of meeting with the Elk Grove Diversity and Inclusion Commission, Wednesday January 23, 
2020 

 

I was pleased to meet with Kristyn Laurence of the El Grove City Manager’s office who is staff to the El 
Grove Diversity and Inclusion Commission. Their website can be accessed at 
https://www.elkgrovecity.org/city_hall/city_government/commission_and_committees/multicultural_c
ommittee.   

In short, although this commission was first established in 2011 it is still seeking its purpose within the 
city’s government and community. It’s purpose and objectives as stated on its website is as follows: 

Tasks and Objectives 

The scope of the City of Elk Grove Diversity and Inclusion Commission will focus around the three tenets 
of Education/Promotion, being Ambassadors, and providing Council feedback. Diversity is defined as the 
entire range of human differences that includes, but is not limited to race, ethnicity, gender, gender 
identity and expression, sexual orientation, age, socioeconomic status, religious affiliation, and national 
origin. Inclusion puts the concept of diversity into action by creating an environment of involvement, 
respect, and connection. 

Educations and Promotion 

Serve as a resource for City government and the community by providing information, education, and 
communication that facilitates a better understanding and celebrates our differences 

Provide education regarding the community’s overall diversity 

Periodically work with City departments to assist with existing events and activities 

Ambassadors 

Engage the community as Diversity and Inclusion Ambassadors to solicit feedback and information, 
which in turn, will be provided back to the City 

Assist the City in supporting and working with all areas of government and the community to eliminate 
and prevent all forms of discrimination, hate or bias 

Council Feedback 

Provide recommendations and information to the City Council that would identify opportunities to 
address issues of diversity, promote diversity programs, and/or provide guidance to create a more 
equitable, accessible, safe, welcoming and inclusive government and community 

Advise the City Council on best practices for conducting outreach to a diverse community 

Make recommendations to the City Council on new events and activities that are appropriate and 
relevant for the community 

Evaluate and provide recommendations to the City Council regarding Sister City applications 
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Provide recommendations to the City Council on other matters within the Commission’s jurisdiction 

This 10-member commission is also all about creating events to promote the city’s diversity, partially 
their annual multi-cultural festival assisted by the city’s event department.  This is usually held in August 
to promote diversity month.  One of their initiatives is to promote “El Grove is no place to hate” 
something our commission might look into.  Another is to promote a diversity pledge for citizens to sign.  
It’s an on-line pledge and can be accessed at 
https://www.elkgrovecity.org/visitors/things_to_do/special_events/elk_grove_multicultural_festival/di
versity_pledge.  Much of their activities are done in conjunction with the city’s Parks and Rec 
department.   

I asked if the staff or the commission members have outreached to other nearby human rights 
commission and the response is that was a recent suggestion and are now looking into that.   

As I mentioned commission members are still seeking their role in city government and the community.  
Recently they added a number of new tasks and activities to their program.  They do have a role in 
gathering incidents in violating human rights and passing them on the appropriate department.  If I 
understood correctly, a police officer is assigned to accept reports from the commissioners.  
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